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THE MIND OF THE CHURCH

On Sunday, March 24th, we will cele-
brate the Sunday of Orthodoxy. A
controversy that raged for about 120
years was put to rest at the 7th Ecu-
menical Council in 787 A.D. when,
through the Grace of the Holy Spirit,
the Church with “one mouth and one
heart” upheld the use of Holy Icons for
the purpose of prayer and worship. In
upholding the use of Icons, the Church
confirmed Her doctrine that Christ is
True God, Who was incarnated for our
salvation and, as Man, He physically
died on the Cross for the forgiveness
of our sins, and as God, He physically
arose from the dead, making a way for
all of humanity to find eternal salva-
tion in God’s Kingdom. Although the
7th Ecumenical Council decreed that
the use of Holy Icons for prayer and
worship was vital in the strengthening
of our relationship with Christ our
God, it was Empress Theodora, who in
842 A.D., officially celebrated the res-
toration of Holy Icons with a city-wide
procession of Icons from the Holy
Church of Blachernae, which ended at
the Great Church of Hagia Sophia.

In the mind of the Church, Christ God
is the uncreated Image of God. Human
beings are the created Images of God.
Through the Holy Sacraments, Christ’s
divine-human nature fuses with our
physical-spiritual beings — we abide
in Christ and Christ abides in us.

This has implications in the moral life
of Orthodox faithful as expressed in
our Church’s canon law. Our own
flesh and blood, along with the entire
created world belong to God, as do our
souls are the “breath of God” within
us. Hence, such notions as “It's my
body and I'll do what I want,” does
not jive with the “mind” of the
Church.

The message of the Holy Icons is that
each of us is the property of God. Our
Church’s proclamations and decisions
come through the Grace of the Holy
Spirit and the deliberations of the bish-
ops of the Church in full unity. The
teachings of the Church are not issued
to “please the masses.” They are is-
sued with care for the salvation of
souls.

Going forward, let us consult the Holy
Scriptures and the writings of our
Saints, upon which the use of Holy
Icons is based. Let us seek from our
clergy and theologians guidance
which is based on the Sacred Tradition
of the Apostles. Let us not follow the
fads, fashions or ideals of a world that
exalts “self” over God. Let us be care-
ful with our thoughts, our motives and
our lives!

+FR. THEODORE
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SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS — GREAT LENT

With Great Lent beginning on Monday, March
18th, the following thoughts from Fr.. Thomas
Hopko, helps us in our spiritual preparations.

“Let Us Begin with Joy”

Joy is at the heart of everything in the Christian
life and Great Lent is no exception. The hymns
and verses of the church services call Christians
to begin with rejoicing.

“Let us enter the Fast with joy, O faithful.
Let us not be sad.
Let us cleanse our faces with the waters of
dispassion, blessing and exalting Christ for-
ever.

Let us begin the Fast with joy.

Let us give ourselves to spiritual efforts.

Let us cleanse our souls.

Let us cleanse our flesh.

Let us fast from passions as we fast from
foods, taking pleasure in the good works
of the Spirit and accomplishing them
in love that we all may be made worthy
to see the Passion of Christ our God and
His Holy Pascha, rejoicing with spiritu
al joy.”

(Forgiveness Sunday Vespers)

Jesus commands all those who fast to be joyful.
He condemns sadness and grief, especially the
outward appearance of fasting before men. He
orders His people to hide their sorrow and to
cover their sadness over sin. He directs them to
hide their acts of penitence, to keep their mortifi-
cations secret, to appear shining and bright to the
world.

“And when you fast, do not look dismal like
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I
say to you, they have their reward. But when
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
that your fasting may not be seen by men but
by your Father who is in secret; and your Fa
ther who sees in secret will reward you.”
(Mt. 6:16-18)

Sadness for Christians is a sin to be repented of
— not a virtue to be cultivated. Blessed mourning

over the tragedies of this fallen world is neces-
sary. Those who mourn over evil are promised
comfort by the Lord. And godly grief over sins
for the sake of leading us to conversion and re-
pentance is essential. The Apostle Paul refers to
this in his second letter to the Corinthians.

“...For godly grief produces a repentance that
leads to salvation and brings no regret, but
worldly grief produces death.”

(Cor. 7:9-10).

In the Lenten season the Christian struggles to
put aside all “worldly grief” and to embrace the
“godly griet” which St. John Climacus calls the
“blessed joy-grief of holy compunction,” which
inspires “spiritual laughter in the soul,” since
“God does not ask or desire that a person should
mourn from sorrow of heart, but rather that out
of love for Him one should rejoice with spiritual

joy.”

These lessons from the saints are the teachings of
the Church herself from her services for the
lenten spring.

— Taken from Lenten Spring, by Thomas Hopko
SUNDAY SCHOOL

We encourage our Sunday School students to
participate in the celebration of the Divine Litur-
gy with their parents and to follow lessons that
are available from either Mrs. Athena Snarskis
or Pres. Petula. Going forward, special Sunday
School classes and events are being planned
for next Sunday, March 10th and Sunday, March
24th (Sunday of Orthodoxy). Parents and stu-
dents are asked to bring their icons for the pro-
cession on Sunday of Orthodoxy.

ST. GEORGE PARISH LENTEN RETREAT

St. George Parish Lenten Retreat on Saturday,
April 6, 2024. Fr. Steven Tsichlis, pastor of St.
Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church in Irvine, Califor-
nia will return for “Part 2” of our Lenten Retreat
Series, “Living the Liturgy.” His presentations at
last year’s “Part 1” of the Series was truly inspir-
ing.

A free-will donation is appreciated. R.S.V.P to
Fr. Ted by Sunday, March 31st. See enclosed fli-
er.




PHILOPTOCHOS

—Paint & Sip: March 3rd ...Following the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, Part One of
March's "Paint-n-Sip" Activity was to be pre-
sented. Part 2 of this month’s “Paint-n-Sip
Activity will be presented on Sunday, March
24th. March’s “Paint-n-Sip” is an opportunity to
learn about the art of iconography with the guid-
ance from Louka and Mary Brown. With prayer
and proper technique, participants will create
their own icons. See enclosed flier.

—Membership Tea & Luncheon...The an-
nual Philoptochos Membership Tea and Lunch-
eon will be held at our parish hall next Saturday,
March 9th at 11:30 a.m. To learn more de-
tails, R.S.V.P. to Rhonda Latkovic. The deadline
is extended to Monday, March 4th.
AHEPA

Many thanks to the AHEPA 528 members who
helped with the AHEPA Booth at our St. George
Greek Festival. Many blessings to Wynn and Ana
Storton for all of their dedicated efforts in organ-
izing the items that were offered for sale this
year. The “AHEPA Booth” was a great success!

The March AHEPA 528 meeting will be on Tues-
day, March 12th at 6:30 p.m. at our parish hall.

GREEK FESTIVAL

Complications arose with regard to printing the
pictures from this year’s Greek Festival at this
time. Look for a special “Greek Festival” publi-
cation in the near future, featuring pictures, re-
views and/or preliminary reports.

In general, it was a most successful Greek Festi-
val. Many thanks to Festival Chairman, George
Argyros and his core team of parishioners who,
from January, worked on a near-daily basis for
the success of our Festival: John Petalas, Pete
Snarskis, Nick Latkovic, Elias Doubaratzis,
Mark George, Stacey Argyros, Tina Veroulis,
Jim Christopoulos, Stanley Segaar, and Jeffery
Bischoff.

We also express sincere gratitude to our Parish
Council President, Chris Maletis, whose guid-
ance in coordination with our Festival core com-

mittee, helped tremendously.

We also thank God for those who chaired the var-
ious Festival stations (aside from the intensive
kitchen duties of set-up and cooking, which were
handled by “core committee members”): Julia
Hays (childrens’ corner), Debora Pousen and
Pam Zaverdas (Yiayia's Attic), Tasia Richards
and Nick Krespis (Greek wines and liquors),
Margarita Pagoulatos, Emmy Karris and
Andrew Constatinidis (Greek Coffee), Rhonda
Latkovic and Tina Veroulis (Greek Groceries
and items in support of City of Hope), Chris
Maletis and Ed Maletis (dinner line), Athena
Snarskis (St. George Bookstore), Deacon Euthym
and Krisann (Loukoumades), Matthew Holm
and Irene Stambolos (Church Tours), Lou and
Penny Karagianis (front gate), Eve-Marie
Gandrillon and Carol Speliopoulos (back gate),
Vincent Gandrillon and Louka (shuttle carts),
Rena lakovides, Joan Fakinos, and Gloria &
Stephanie Christopoulos (pastry booths), Carol
Lyons and Mary Piggott (pastry storage),
Chrysanthe Mehas and Katrina Bischoff (pastry
take out). We are grateful for all who worked
with Festival Chairman, George Argyros; the
core committee, and the Festival station chairper-

. |sons for Festival’s success.

We also express our sincere appreciation to
Demetrios and Mariana Koromilas for their ef-
forts in helping with set-up and take-down of our
Festival stations, as well as assisting with various
clean-up chores.

All who attended the Church Tours were in-
spired by the presentations of Fr. Ted and
Deacon Euthym. A significant number of partici-
pants showed sincere interest in learning more
about Greek Orthodox Christianity and, enter-
tained the idea of embracing our Orthodox Faith.

The Festival Appreciation Dinner on Monday,
February 19th was a great tribute to all who
helped. Guests were honored by His Grace,
Bishop Spyridon, who spoke eloquently in shar-
ing His sincere thanks to God for our St. George
parishioners who came together for the resound-
ing success of this year’s Festival.
Continued on the next page — —>
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GREEK FESTIVAL, Continued

It was announced that this year, gross pro-
ceeds from our Festival were significantly
more than last year’s gross proceeds. Final fig-
ures will be presented at our parish General
Assembly Meeting on Sunday, March 31st.

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CATECHISM

The next Catechism Class will be on Wednesday,
March 13th at 6:30 p.m., discussing Fr. Alexan-
der Schmemann’s book, Great Lent (available at
our bookstore). With Great Lent, discussion will
be held about setting a new day and time for our
weekly Online Orthodox Catechism Class. To
join the class on March 13th, email Fr. Ted for a
zoom link.

SPRING GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Our Spring St. George Parish General Assem-
bly will be held on Sunday, March 31, 2024, fol-
lowing the celebration of the Divine Liturey.

H NOOTPOIIIA THX EKKAHXIAX

Tnv Kovprakny 24 Maptiov 0a eoptacovpe v
Kopuakn g OpBodoliag. O ayovag vmép tng
xpnoeng v Aylov EwoOvev oovveyovoe yia
nepimov 120 yxpovia. Opwg, é@pbaoce oe Avonv
Katda v 7n Owoovpeviky Xvvodo to 787, otav,
dia péoov g Xaptrog tov Ayiov Ilvevpatog, 1)
Exxkh\nola “ev evi otdpamt xar uia  kapdia»
emPePainoe Vv xprion v Ayiov Ewkovev yua
pooeLXN] Kat yud v Oela  Aarpetav.
YnootmpiCovtag mv xprjon twv Ewovev, n
ExxAnota, emPePaiwoe emiong v daoxkalia
Tng o1t 0 Xprotog etvatr AAnBwvog @eog, o Omoiog
evoapkmbnke yud v NUeETEPAV OOTNPLAV KAl, ®G
AvOpwriog, amebave ev o®pATL EOAVO OTOV
ZTavpo yud T OLYXMPEOT TOV APAPTI®V HAG, KAt
@G Oedg, ev oopatt aveotOnke €K TOV VEKPWY,
avoly®vtag Tov 0popo yia OAn v aviponot)ta
va £xel MV aiowviov ootpiav oty Baolelav
Tov. Av xat n 7n Owovpevikry] 2Z0vodog
edtexknpoude 0Tt 11 xprjog TV Ayieov Ewovev yua
IPOOoeLXT) Kat yia TtV Oeia Aatpetia nailet peydAo
PONO yla evioxvon TG OXE0EwG HAG HE TOV
Xploto, nrav 1n avtokpatepa Ogodwpda, Iov
Kata To ¢€tog 842 eoptraoce emionpa v

avacmAwon v Ayiov Ewovev pe dnupoowa
«ekdNAwon,» kabwg o Aaog emepvovoe pe TG
Ewoveg ano oAn v moAn apyifovtag amod tov
Iepd Nao Blayxepvaov péxpt mov epbaoce otov
peyalo vao g Aytag Zogiag.

Zopgpova pe v vootpomiav tg ExxAnoiag, o
Xpwotog etvar 1 akriory Ewova too ®eod. O
avbpwnog eitvat o onutovpynuévog Ewova tov
Qeov. Aud peowv Tov Aylov Mootpiov, 1)
OeavOpmmivn @volg Tov XpPloTod evwvetdal pe T
Owkr| pag avlpmrvy @oon — oopa KAt Yyoxr). Zet
0 Xp1otog ev nuiv xat epetg Covpe ev Xplotw.

AnAadr), avriikoope otov Oeo. H odpka pag xat
OAn 1) VAT Snjpovpyia avikoovv otov Oeod, ONI®G
KAl Ol YPOXEG pag mov etvat 1 «Ivor) Tov Beov»
péoa pag. £2g ek TOLTOL, 1] O&A MOL AKOLETAL
HEPKEG POPEG OTIMG, «elvat 1) d1kr) pov (wr) Kat Oa
KAavw 0O,Tt BeAw», Oev Taipradetl pe 1) vootporria
g ExxAnotiag.

Mdahota, 1 vootpormia g ExxAnotag enmpedadet
Tov OoAOKAnpo nowd vopo g ExxkAnoiag, o
ornoiog ex@paletat O POV TOV  lEPOV
Kavovev t6. Ano tig Ayieg Ewkoveg yvopifopev
OTt ot Owaknpodelg KAt ot eKPPAOoElg NG
ExxAnotag pag npoépyovtat amod v Xdprn Too
Ayiloo Ilvedpatog xat Tig OLVOpIAlEG T®V

emokonwv g ExxAnolag, ot omoiot etvat
evopévolr ev mvevpatt. Ot ddaokalieg Tng
ExxAnotag ©&ev  Oiaknpvoooviat yia va

«EDAPEOCTHOOLY TOV KOOPO». Alaknpvooovtat yid
MV OOTPLa TOV POXOV Has.

Ev téhey, ag oopPovlevbovdpe amo tig Ayieg
I['pageg xat ta ovyypdappata Tov Aylov pdg,
erndve ota omota Pacietat 1 xprog v Aylov
Ewovov. Ag ava{nujooope xabodnynon armo
Toug KAnpwovg kat Beoloyovg mov Paociletat
omv lepda Ilapdadoon t®v Anootodwv. Ag pnv
akohovOrjoovpe TIOTE TS KOOHIKEG —POdEG,
pu\ooopieg, 1) Kat g d1daokalieg evog KOOPOL
IOV ECLYPMVEL TOV «€ADTO» TOL AVOP®IIOD EVavTl
g aydamnng tov Oeo0. Ag IIPOOEXOLHE TIG OKEWELG
JLAG, T1 VOOTPOIIld PAg KAl TODG TPOIIOVG He TOLG
oroiovg Covpe kabnueptvwg!

+O ITATHP ©@EOAQPOX




PARISH CALENDAR- MARCH 2024

Monday, March 4th —Wednesday, March 6th....Fr. Ted will be attending the Metropolis of San
Francisco Clergy-Laity Assembly at St. Nicholas Ranch. No Bible Study on March 5th & no Online
Orthodox Christian Catechism Class on March 6th.

Saturday, March 9th........SATURDAY OF SOULS
Orthros-8:00 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:00 a.m. (NOTE early start times)
Philoptochos Tea and Membership Luncheon—11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 12th........ Bible Study -10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 13th...Online Orthodox Christian Catechism Class- 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 16th........ SATURDAY OF SOULS
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 17th......... Forgiveness Sunday

Monday, March 18th........FIRST DAY OF GREAT LENT — Lenten Orthros Service - 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 1%th........ Bible Study -10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, March 20th....PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY -6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 22nd........... PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —9:00 a.m.
FIRST SALUTATIONS TO THE VIRGIN MARY —6:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 23rd........ SATURDAY OF SOULS
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 24th.......... SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY (Procession with the Holy Icons). Follow-
ing the Divine Liturgy: Part 2 of the Philoptochos “Paint-n-Sip” project.
Great Vespers for the Annunciation —6:00 p.m.

Monday, March 25th......... THE GREAT FEAST DAY OF THE ANNUNCIATION
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 26th......... Bible Study -10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, March 27th..... PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY -6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 2%th............ PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —9:00 a.m.
SECOND SALUTATION TO THE VIRGIN MARY —6:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 31st............ Spring General Assembly Meeting following the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, April 2nd............ Bible Study —10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, April 3rd........PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 5th............... PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY -9:00 a.m.

THIRD SALUTATIONS TO THE VIRGIN MARY —6:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 6th............. ST. GEORGE PARISH LENTEN RETREAT —10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.



St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Palm Desert, California +
SATURDAY OF SOULS: March 9th, 16th, and 23rd, 2024

Write the first names of loved ones and friends for whom we will pray at the Memorial Services
on the Saturday of Souls.




St. George
Greek Orthodox Church’s

2024 Lenten Retreat
Living the
Liturgy

with
Father Steven Tsichlis

Pastor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, Irvine, CA
Author of A Worshiper’s Guide to the Divine Liturgy

Saturday, April 6, 2024
10:30 AM —2:30 PM
Lenten Lunch Included

Session 1

10:30 AM—12:00 PM
Liturgy of the Word
Session 2

1:00 PM —2:30 PM
Liturgy of the Eucharist

gl

$70
/O/O/‘G’CIO t@ g

To Register:

pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com | 760-568-9901
74-109 Larrea Street, Palm Desert, CA



