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Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

. All Orthodox Christians

must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

THE LADDER

THOU SHALL NOT COVET Love is something that we owe to oth-

Today’s passage from St. Paul’s Epistle ers by respecting their human rights.

to the Ephesians gives us the opportuni-
ty to compare worldly thinking with the
way of thinking promoted by our
Church. Between the lines of today’s
passage, we comprehend that, while so-
ciety speaks about rights, St. Paul (in
agreement with the entire teaching of
the Gospel) speaks about love. There is a
difference between rights and love, as
they are expressed in today’s circles of
conversation. Rights are expressed as
something thatis owed to us by others.

Through the fall of humanity as a re-
sult of sin, there are “two worlds.”
The one “world” is a “world of sepa-
ration between human beings and
God and between the individual and
other people.” This is the “world” of
an atheistic society, in general. The
other “world” is the “world of unity
between human beings and God and
unity among people.” This is the
“world” of the Church in essence.

Continued on page 2

THE STRUCTURE OF THE DIVINE LITURGY - Traditionally, Orthodox the-
ologians have pointed out that there are, indeed, two parts to the Divine Litur-
gy. Part One, consists of the beginning of the Divine Liturgy continuing up to
the Great Entrance at which time the Holy Gifts are placed on the Altar Table.
This is known as “The Liturgy of the Word”, which is a vestige of the ancient
worship Tradition of the Old Testament. This part of the Liturgy contains read-
ings from Scripture; the sermon and prayers asking for God’s forgiveness and
mercy. Part Two of the Divine Liturgy includes the Creed and the Great Eucha-
ristic Prayer; prayers of “remembrance” leading up to prayers for our participa-
tion in the Sacrament of Holy Communion—and, finally, the Dismissal Prayer,
by which we are sent back into the world to do the work of Christ. The Great
Eucharistic Prayer (“Eucharist” means Thanksgiving) begins with the exclama-
tions and priestly prayers following the Creed, at which time we give thanks to
Christ our God for all things, while giving glory to Him as God. The Prayer con-
tinues with the words of Christ blessing the bread and the wine as His

Body and Blood. The hymn of praise and thanksgiving, “We praise . 4 '
You; we bless You, to You we give thanks, O Lord, our God,” is offered g
in gratitude for the Descent of the Holy Spirit by which the bread = [ g
and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. "
+FR. THEODORE B,




H onuepivn mepikonn amo tnv
EmietoAnv touv Aytov [Maviov
pog Toug Edecslovg divel o gpog
TNV ELKOLPLOLY VOL GLYKPIGOVUEV
TNV KOGUIKNV OpOVNOLV LE TNV
TVELUATIKNV ppovnolv g Ex—
KANGLOG HoG. Meoo oToL YpOLLLOLTOL
NG TEPLKOTNG QLLTNG, AVTIAAUPa—
VOULUEV OTL, EV® O KOGLLOG OUIAEL
Y dikatwpara, o Aytog ITowkog
(og copdovia pe TNV oAoKANPNV
ddackaiiay tov Evayyeiiov)
oAl o ayarn. Y tapyet dtopo—
PO LETAEDL OIKAUDUATOV KAL Oya—
s onmg ekppaloviol GTIC CNE—
piveg kovPevrtes. To dikatwpo ex—
dpaleTal ®G KOTL TOL ELVOL VTO—
PYEDTIS TOV AAL®V TTPOG gpoc. H
ayamn EWVOLl DIOYPEDTIE IOV
TPOG TOLG OLAAOVC.

Al TG $Bopag NG avBpwTOTNTOG
AOY® TNG AUOPTLOGS, LTTALY POLV
<dvo kocpot.> O gvag <KOGHOG>
ELVOLL <KOGLLOG Y OPLOLOV KO EY—
Opac> petagv Oeov kot avOp®TOL
Kot petav avOpmmov Kol avOpw—
TOV. AVTOG 0 <KOGHOC> ELVAL O
KOGLOG TNG ABELGTIKNG KOLVOVLOG.
O 0ALOGg <KOOHOG> ELVOLL <KOGLOG
NG €vOTNTOG HeTaEL OgoL Kot
avBpomov Kot petav avlpwrov
Kol avOpoT®V.> AVTOG 0 <KOG—
poc> etvou | ExkAnola otnv ov—
GloLV TNG.

Agyer o Ayrog ITavAog ot 1 ev—
GOPKMGLS TOL Ogov, 0 Omolog e1—
vou 0 XpleTog, EVOVEL TOV avOpm—
7oV He Tov O®gov Kot Tov kobevavy
pe aArlovg avBpwmous. Avtn N
evoolg ekppaletal dta LEGOL NG
QYOI G — O EVOG YO TOV QAAOV,
Kat olot polt yio tov ®gov. Ata
LLEGOL TNG EVOAPKMTEMS TOL BEOVL
0 avBpwmog yvopilel cadeg, oyt
LLOVOV TO S10LVOTTIKO VOT|LOL TNG
oyOmNG, LAACL KOLL TOV <TPOTOV
Cong> g ayamne. H onuepivn
Evayyelikn nepikonn toviletl ott
ypetalopeda TNV apeTNV NG ALyo—
TNG. +0O ITATHP GEOAQPOX
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St. Paul says that the Incarnation of God, Who is Christ, unites the hu-
man being with God; each person is also united with others, and, to-
gether we are united with God. By means of the Incarnation of our
Lord, this unity is tangibly evident through words and deeds of Christ-
centered love, not only in terms of the intellectual meaning of love, but
in terms of love’s way of life.

Today’s issues surrounding the ideal of equal rights are best addressed
in terms of expressing love through words and deeds coming from
within our souls, going forth to bolster the dignity of others as “images
of God.” These issues can only be addressed from within us, and ex-
pressed outwardly from ourselves for the benefit of those who surround
us and for the benefit of our souls. In sum, the issue of human rights is
succinctly expressed by Fr. Stanley Harakas: “In the tradition of the Bible
and the Church, the great emphasis in moral teaching has been upon our du-
ties toward others. There is little in the sources of our Faith which highlight
and emphasize claims for the fulfillment of rights...[Yet], human rights begin
with the right to our life. No other rights can be enjoyed if the right to life is
not respected.” (Contemporary Moral Issues, pg. 130-133.)

St. Paul makes it clear that we are all one people in God’s love. He
maintains that Gentiles as well as the Chosen People are all one people,
who, together, make up God’s inheritance. This is expressed in the
Church’s hymn, “Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance...”
Accordingly, we are to inherit everything that God has, without respect
to gender, age, race, ethnic background or education.

So, then, what is it that we are owed? If we truly believe in God’s love,
there should be nothing for which we should covet. If so, we need to
call to mind the Commandment, “Thou shall not covet...” This is a Com-
mandment that is so often overlooked by all of us- and, in particular, it
is dismissed entirely by a society that increasingly seems to have less
and less faith in the fact that God’s Will is supreme in all things.

Perhaps the one setting where the illusion of “superiority” and
“inferiority” - “fairness” and “unfairness” - seems to disappear is on
the table where surgery takes place —where life and death often teeter
in the balance of things. In almost every case, patients coming out of
recovery have little concern over politics. Most of the conversations
with family and friends center upon the gratitude they have that God
has given them another chance in life and very often they want to give
something of themselves to God and others, knowing that “this night”
their souls could have been taken.

+FR. THEODORE

PRAY FOR THE SICK: George Aeder, Adele Gallade, Constantine
Papapetru, Erika Aguilar, Mary Mitsias, Nula Papapetru, Tom Evans,
Jim Alex, Nicholas Kyriakou, Chris Laskaris, ].J. Richards (Many faithful
on the Prayer List face chronic or serious illness).




HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:
ANTIPHON 1 : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou...” (By the prayers of the Theotokos...)

Verse 1—Bless the Lord O my soul and everything within me; Bless His Holy Name.
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Verse 2-Bless the Lord O my soul and forget not all His rewards.
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

Verse 3— The Lord prepared His throne in heaven and His Kingdom rules over all.
Refrain: “ Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Chanter(s): Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou...” (Save us, O Son of God...)

Verse 1- Praise the Lord O my soul! I shall praise the Lord while I live; I shall sing to my God as long as I
exist.

Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Verse 2 -Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob; his hope is in the Lord his God.
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead, we sing to You, Alleluia.”

Verse 3 - The Lord shall reign forever; your God O Zion, to all generations.
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Doxa Patri ke Io ke Aghio Pnevmati ke nin ke aei ke eis tous eonas ton eonon. Amin
People: “O Monogenis Ios ke Logos tou Theou...” (O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God...)

ANTIPHON 1III- This is the day the Lord made. Let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

Sunday Resurrection Hymn —Katelisas to Stavro Sou ton thanaton [Tone 7]...(You have destroyed death by
Your Cross; You have opened Paradise to the thief; You have changed the lamentation of the Myrrh-bearers
into joy; and You have commanded your Apostles to proclaim that You, Christ our God, have arisen, granting
to the world the Great Mercy.)

Hymn for St. George — Os ton echmaloton eleftherotis... (Since you are a deliverer of captives and a defender
of the poor; a physician for the sick and a noble attendant to kings, O Great among the Martyrs and Glorious
George, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday- O Katarotatos Naohs tou Sotiros...(The Savior’s most pure and immacu-
late temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, Who is the sacred treasure of the glory of God, on
this day is intro-duced into the House of the Lord, and with Herself She brings the grace in the Divine Spirit.
She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly tabernacle is She.)

READINGS: Epistle—Ephesians 2: 9-14 / Gospel—St. Luke 12: 16-21

Axion Estin

Communion Hymn— Enite ton Kyrion....(Praise the Lord...) page 64 in the Divine Liturgy books.

“Above all else, guard
your heart, for it is
the well-spring of life”

Proverbs 4:23




‘ ANNOUNCEMENTS
|| Coffee Hour: Alexandra Dymond

STREET LIFE PROJECT — For those interested in signing up to feed the homeless there
will be an important, but brief meeting with Rhonda Latkovic to discuss details today. The
meeting will take place inside our church (in the back pews) immediately following the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy.

ALTAR FLOWER BOUQUES - Donated by Nicholas Demetropoulos in loving memory of his parents.

PHILOPTOCHOS —Happy Thanksgiving to all our parishioners and their families. Our General Meeting
on Nov. 13 went very well with 30 members and guests attending and meeting Jeannie Ranglas. Save the
date for our Annual Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, December 9. Reservations are now being tak-

en. See Tina Veroulis or Rhonda Latkovic. As soon as the hall floor is completed, we start baking for the
Christmas Bake Sale. We are hoping to start December 1. We need Coffee Hour Sponsors or Hosts for
December and January. See Pat Dalkas.

PRAYERS FOR ABRAHAM RASSI & FAMILY - The family of Abraham Rassi mourns the loss of
Abraham’s sister, Sabah-Sarah Rassi, who fell victim to a tragic accident recently. Her 40 Memorial will
take place at our church on Sunday, December 3rd.

HELP MAKE OUR FESTIVAL A FINANCIAL SUCCESS — Along with volunteering time and talent, if
everyone can give some financial contribution toward underwriting the costs of the 2018 Festival, a lot
can be accomplished. Please see the “2018 Festival Needs List,” posted in our parish hall.

PARISH COUNCIL CANDIDACY FORMS —2018 Parish Council Candidacy Forms are now available
in our parish office (or from Fr. Ted). Deadline : Monday, December 11, 2017. To be considered for candi-
dacy to serve as a Parish Council member, one must be baptized and chrismated as an Orthodox Christian
and, if married, his or her marriage must have been performed according to the Rites of our Holy Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese. In addition, one must be a responsible Stewardship member of St. George parish
for at least one year prior to applying for candidacy. Candidates are also required to meet with Fr. Ted
prior to the Parish Council Elections. Elections will be held on Sunday, December 17th.

PHILOPTOCHOS CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE & CHRISTMAS CARD FORMS— Available in the par-
ish hall.

READERS NEEDED -We need faithful servants of God to volunteer for reading the Sunday Epistle pas-
sages. Please contact Jim Christopoulos to sign up and be included in the schedule of Sunday Readers.
WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, November 21st.... ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS TO THE TEMPLE
Orthros-8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m. / Bible Study - 11:00 a.m.
Street Life Project —4:00 p.m. (meeting at the church to go to Indio to serve
food to the homeless: 5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.)
Wednesday, November 22nd.. Men’s Bible Study- 2:00 p.m. in_the church
Thursday, November 23rd..... THANKSGIVING DAY (Office Closed)
Saturday, November 25th....... ST. CATHERINE THE GREAT MARTYR
Orthros-8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.
Vespers- 5:00 p.m.

We encourage all of our parents to sit in the church with their entire family as they
The Ladder for November 2017 participate in the beauty and mysteries of the Divine Liturgy. For those with young

is sponsored by: children, feel free to sit near an aisle so that you may easily take your children for a
break, as needed. If necessary, we have a “crying room” in the narthex for your use.
God Bless.

the St. George Ladies Philoptochos Society




Christmas Bread-Vasilopita

Koulourakia

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

The Ladies of Philoptohos Society will be baking again this year the traditional Christmas bread, Vasilopita and
Koulourakia that are delicious any time of day.

Orders with your contribution should be made no later than November 27, 2017. Please place the completed or-
der in an envelope marked "PHILOPTOHOS" in the basket on the Coffee Bar in the Church Hall or give to Lula
Valissarakos, Pat Dalkas or Tina Veroulis in the office. If you have any questions, please call Lula at 760 200-
8501 or Pat at 760-574-1531

PICK UP DATES:

Sunday, December 10, 2017 (following the conclusion of ChurchServices)

Sunday, December 17, 2017 (following the conclusion of Church Services)

We thank you in advance for your continued support of Philoptohos

NAME

PHONE

ITEM QUANTITY UNIT PRICE AMOUNT ($)
Koulourakia $6.00

Christmas Bread $10.00

Vasilopita Bread with Coin $10.00

Make checks payable to Philoptochos Total Amount $




Dear Parishioners,

Once again, our community of St. George Greek Orthodox Church of
The Desert will be preparing a Parish Christmas Card. We are certain
that all of you will want to participate in this very popular and
meaningful Christmas Blessing.

Please join the many families of our parish in expressing Christmas
Greetings to fellow members and friends by completing this form. A
donation of $20.00 should be enclosed along with this form and made
payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church of the Desert. You can
mail it to P.O. Box 4755, Palm Desert, CA 92261.

Please print your name, as you would like it to appear on the card on
‘the line below. (Please Print) _

Name:

Address

Phone

Amount Enclosed: $ Deadline: December 1, 2017
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St. George Greek Orthodox Church of the Desert
Contact our parish office — 760-568-9901
74109 Larrea Street-Post Office Box 4755

Palm Desert, CA 92261
St. George Greek Orthodox Church is a 501(c) 3 Exempt
B Organization




Philoptochos Christmas Luncheow
Saturday, December 9, 2017
11:30 v
AT
Desert Horigony Country Clnb-
44900 Desert Horigonsg Country Clulr
IndionWells, CA 92210
760-340-4646

R.S.V.P. by December 3, 2017 to-
Rhonda Latkovic, Linda Kalliy, Tina Veroulis
Make your check out to-Philoptochosy

Family and Friends are inwited

Pre~fixe Menuy, no-substitutions $35.00 per person
Choice of: k L

sW“

o 200
1. Salmon withv creamy polentoy, sherried WWOOWW? g“

| vegetnbles ()
2. Petite Filet with, chutney souice; gorlic moashed potutoes B
and, vegetables
3. Medallions of Chicken with kale risotto-and vegetublesy ﬁ"
Salad, soft drinks and dessert owre included 2




