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Holy Communion Order 

1. Please remain standing 
while  following the 
directions of our ush-
ers. 

2. Ladies, kindly remove 
lipstick before receiv-
ing. 

3. When receiving Holy 
Communion, make the 
Sign  of the Cross, state 
your name (baptismal 
name) , and naturally 
receive as if being fed. 

4. Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive 
Holy Communion, but 
they may receive the 
Holy Bread at the end 
of the service. 

5. All Orthodox Christians 
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Com-
munion. Please see the 
priest if you have any 
questions. 
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   The Ladder 

The invitation to the Heavenly Banquet 
is the opportunity for us to have Eternal 
Life. Our participation in the Heavenly 
Banquet is on two levels: 1) in this pre-
sent life, in the Divine Liturgy, and, 2) 
in the next life, in the Eternal Kingdom. 
In this life, the Heavenly  Banquet is  
also  a  “spiritual   clinic,” preparing us 
for eternity with God.  

Yet, denial of the fact that we are in need 
of God’s guidance is one of the biggest 
obstacles to  finding the path  leading to 
this  Banquet.  At  heart,  the implication   

 

REJECTING THE INVITATION 
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BREAD AND WINE 

“A great Russian poet, though not a faithful believer, once said, ‘Every time the priest 
celebrates the Divine Liturgy, he holds the whole world in his hands as if it were like an 
apple.’  This is a reality, not simply a symbol. Our world sustains life. In accordance with 
the chemistry pertaining to the growth of things, bread is the ‘soul-less’ staff of life. Our 
very lives depend on bread. The ‘soul-less’ world becomes our alive bodies, our actual 
lives. If we are to consider something to be a mystery, this whole world is supported, first 
and foremost, as the result of this on-going transformation [from a simple wheat plant 
into a human life]. When we offer bread and wine and place them on the Holy Altar, not 
only do we place before us the image of our offering with the offering of Christ, which He 
made 2,000 years ago, but we place before us this offering as being the reality of the physi-
cal basis of our human lives, as it was even in the beginning… 

“God created the world and gave it to human beings so that they could eat and drink -- 
[survive, live and rejoice with gratitude]. The world is God’s gift to humanity                          
and it exists not for His own pleasure, but so that it can be transformed by                           
us and become life itself, to be returned with thanksgiving as a gift to                                  
God… and only through Christ can the dark, pre-historical ocean                                        
become the living water of new life -- Holy Baptism.”                                                                         
   - The Mission of the Church in Today’s World, by                                             
      Fr. Alexander Schmemann, pgs. 250 & 251.   

in our Lord’s Parable is that the rich 
man is an important figure (God), 
who loves His people so much that 
He prepares a banquet for them and 
invites them to it. The banquet is itself 
everlasting life.  

The reason for which the invited 
guests rejected this invitation is that 
they were in denial of many realities. 
They were in denial that they needed 
God; they were in denial of the fact 
that the banquet was their opportuni-
ty to enjoy life to the fullest. Their de-
nial was based on their perception     
            Continued on page 2   
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HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:                       
ANTIPHON I : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou…” (By the prayers of the Theotokos…) 

Verse 1-- Bless the Lord, O my soul, and everything within me, bless His holy name.  
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”  

Verse 2-  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His rewards.   
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.                                                                                                     

Verse 3-   The Lord prepared His throne in heaven, and His Kingdom rules over all.  
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.” 

Chanter(s): Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. 

Refrain: “es presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson                                                                                                                               

ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou…” (Save us, O Son of God…) 

Verse 1- Praise the Lord, O my soul! I shall praise the Lord while I live; I shall sing to my God as long as I exist.  
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”  

Verse 2 – Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob; his hope is in the Lord his God.  
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who Arose from the dead; we sing to You, Alleluia.” 

Verse 3 –   The Lord shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, to all generations.                                                                                                                                                                                         
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”    

Doxa Patri ke Yio ke Aghio Pnevmati ke nin ke aei ke eis tous aonas ton aonon. Amin. “O Monogenis Yios ke 

Logos tou Theou…” 

ANTIPHON  III- This is the day the Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.  

Sunday Resurrection Hymn: Tou lithou sfragisthendos (Tone 1)…(The stone that had been sealed before Your 
tomb by the Judeans and the soldiers guarding watch oe’r Your pure and sacred Body, O Savior, the third day 
You arose. And unto all the world did you give life whereby all the heavenly powers did proclaim that you are 
the Giver of Life. Glory unto our Resurrected Christ; glory unto Your Kingdom; glory to Your dispensation, O 
You alone Who loves all.)  

Hymn for the Holy Forefathers: En pisti tous Propatores…(By faith You justified the Forefathers, having 
through them betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for 
the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O 
Christ our God, save our souls.) 

Hymn for St. Eletherios: Iereh-ohn pothee-ree katakosmoumenos…(You were fully adorned with the sacred 
priestly robes. You were dripping with streams of your own martyric blood. In this state, you ran to Christ your 
Master, O blessed Saint Eleftherius, destroyer of Satan; you are wise. Therefore cease not interceding for us who 
loyally honor your blessed contest of martyrdom.) 

Hymn for St. George : Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis…(As the one who sets the captives free and the protector 
of the poor; as physician to the sick and the champion defender of kings, bearer of trophies are you, O Great 
Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)  

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday : Ee Parthenos Simeron…(On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to 
give birth  to the pre-eternal Word in an ineffable manner. Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. Glo-
rify along with Angels and with the shepherds Him who willed that He appear as a newborn Child,  the pre-
eternal God .) 

Axion Estin - page 52 in our Divine Liturgy books.  

Communion Hymn– Enite ton Kyrion ...(Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Allelouia.)  

 



                                                                                  ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                                                           
       MEMORIAL — Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for       
       Angeline Stambolos (13 years), beloved wife of deceased Sam Stambolos, mother of 
       Irene Stambolos, Angelo Stambolos (deceased), and Vera Manolakas; grandmother 
of           Stacy, Angela and Michael Manolakas and Shaon Stambolos; great grandmother of 
       Anna Weber, Christina and Alexis McCaskill, Alexandra, Shaun and Courtney    
                  Manolakas. May our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ grant Eternal Life to Angeline 

       Stambolos and may He grant peace and comfort to her entire family. MAY HER  
       MEMORY BE ETERNAL!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT -- “The Christmas Story,” will be held today in 
church directly following the Divine Liturgy. Guaranteed to be a joy for us all!       

PHILOPTOCHOS—This is our second week of selling sweet bread, koulourakia, and jams.  A table is 
set up in the hall for purchases.  This is it for our holiday baked goods!  Our thanks to all the volun-
teers that helped assemble and deliver the Christmas baskets to our shut-ins last Friday.  God Bless 
you! If you have signed up to purchase a gift for one of the children at the Safe House of the Desert, 
please bring the gift to the church no later than this Wednesday, Dec. 18th.  Thank you! Don’t miss our 
special Christmas movie matinee this Thursday, Dec. 19th from 2:30-4.30 PM. We will be showing 
“Christmas with the Karountzoses” starring our own Fanny Nicholas!  This is a free event and in-
cludes movie snacks & refreshments.  

ALTAR FLOWER BOUQUETS --  Both bouquets are contributed by Matushka Gloria Lehman —            

“In loving memory of my husband Fr. Charles Lehman, his parents, and also remembering My Dear 
Mother and Father; May they all rest in Eternal Peace!”                                                                                                  
 — IMPORTANT NOTE: There are only two available requests for the purchase of Altar Flower 
bouquets next year; March 1, 2020, and May 31, 2020! Please don’t miss out on an opportunity to re-
member, or to  honor a loved one. 

2020 GREEK FESTIVAL FLIERS--“2020 Greek Festival Sponsorship/Ad Forms” are available in our 
parish hall. Buying  and/or selling sponsorships and/or ads for our 2020 St. George Greek Festival 

Program Book will insure the success of our Festival.   

PARISH BOOK STORE -- If you are in need of any last minute Christmas gift giving items, please 
visit our Parish bookstore today.  Many new items are available all reasonably priced.            

WEEKDAY CALENDAR 
Tuesday, December 17th………..ST. DIONYSIOS OF ZAKYNTHOS                                                                           
                                   Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m./Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
                                                         Choir Practice- 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 19th……...Choir Practice- 1:00 p.m.                                     
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GOSPEL: Lk. 13:10-17 --  The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' But they all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his serv-
ant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant 
said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the high-
ways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited 
shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'"  










