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Holy Communion Order

1. Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

2. Ladjies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

3. When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally

THE LADDER

THE BLIND MAN

Mailing Address: I GOD’S LIGHT REVEALS PARADISE
P.O. Box 4755

From today’s passages from the Book of
Acts and St. John's Gospel we find the
themes of blindness (particularly, spir-
itual blindness) and enlightenment. The
man who was born blind was healed by
Christ and he gave witness regarding
the Person of Christ to the “blind” Phar-
isees, who could not comprehend the
reality that Christ is the Messiah. The
woman sorcerer (or, “magician”) in to-
day’s reading from the Book of Acts
was deceived so as to “see” false visions
of the future, when, in reality, she could
not “see” God’s divine enlightenment.

The human mind and soul are en-
lightened through Baptism (the
washing away of sin and our spir-
itual re-birth) and Chrismation (the
reception of the Holy Spirit).

The forty-day season after Pascha
(Easter) is the “Day” of rebirth and
enlightenment. Our lives in the
Kingdom of God begin today: “This
is the Day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad therein,” as we
hear the antiphones just prior to the
Entrance of the Gospel during the
Divine Liturgy. This life consists of
a prayerful conscience, in which we

Continued on page 2

WHY DID ST. PAUL SEEK THE SILENCE OF THE WOMAN SORCERER?
Todays reading from the Book of Acts tells us about a woman sorcerer who was
following St. Paul and the Apostles, crying aloud repeatedly: “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” In re-
sponse, St. Paul turned and cast out the demon from her, thereby silencing her.

In his Homily #35, On the Book of Acts, St. John Chrysostom explains that her

receive as if being fed.

4. Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

5. All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

way of life was one of deception caused by a demon. St. John states, “The demon
wished in fact to make himself credible. [In this way], he uses deception for destruction.’
The devil tricks us by trying to make us believe that he does not exist so that we
won’t believe in God. At the same time, by getting people to believe the words
of a person living a life that goes against Christ’s teachings, they would feel no
need to hear the truth preached by the Apostles and they would be tempted to
worship the woman sorcerer and her demons.
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Only in the grace of the Holy Spirit, given through a contrite and
sincere relationship with God on our part will our prayers be

answered and our words be beneficial. By ignoring God’s Com- _
mandments, our prayers go unanswered and demons deceive us. -
+FR. THEODORE '




ATO Ta oMpepvel AVOYVEG LLOLTO

ek tov [pafemnv Tov AToGTOA®V
kot tov katd lodvvnv Evayyeiiov,
guprokouey T BEpaTo TG TLHAG—
GEMS KoL TOL AAPOTIGUOV. O dv—
Bpwmog ov gyevvriBnke TLOAOC
ebepanebOnke ano tov Xplotov Kot
£dmoe potupta mept Tov Ipocswnov
T0L XPL5TOY GTOLE <TLGAOVS>
Doap1Galovs, o1 OTOLoL eV EYVBPL—
ooV TNV TPUYUXTIKOTNTAV OTL O
Xpi510g etvat 0 Mesotog. H yovoi—
KO <UGLYOS,> 1| OTOLOL TEPLYPiLheToL
GTO GMUEPLVO ALVAYVOGUO EK TOV
[patewv, eEanatndnke dcTE Vo
<BE1> YELTIKA OPAUATOL TOV LEA—
AOVTOG, 0LV KOl GTNV TPAYUATIKOT—
tav dev gyvoploe TV Betay dOTI—
onv anod tov Oedv.

O voug Kot 1 Yoy ToL avOpOToL
dotilovral d1d pomwv Tov Aylov
Bantiopatog (to <€€mAvpa> tng
QLLLOLPTIOG KO 1] WOYLKY oLvoyev—
vnoig) kot Tov Aytov Xpropatog (n
vodoy 1 Tov Aylov ITvedpaTOg).

H copavianuepn enoyn HETE TO
Iooyo ervot <nUEPO> AVAYEVVT]—
ceng kot Srpoticpov. H Zor sty
atdviov Baciietav tov Ogou Eexi—
vilelr and oipepo: <A™ 1j uépa,
v énoinocev 6 Kvpiog: ayoaliiacd—
ueba kai evgpavBoucsv gv avthi!>H
o1 AT ATOTEAEITOL KLTIO HLGL
<ovverdnony mpocevyns,> (dMh.:
GULVELONOMV TIOL EYEL TAAUOV TPO—
oLy o) did TNG omotng YvmpiLov—
LEV TNV doVTV TOL B0V HECH BOLs.

O Ay. Zvpenv o Neog @coroyog
CUYKPLVEL TNV KATAGTAS TV oG e
gvawv nov gyevvnOnke o oTnAid,
dOTIGUEVN uoVoV om0 pid pikpr
POYUT], ETLTPETOVING TOL VL 3EL TO

dwg Tov NAlov ko gva opapa <ma— |

PUdEIGOL> EEM KNG TO GKOTHDL.

4 '
0G0 TEPLGGOTEPO ALVOLYEL 1 POYLUT
(BnA,3ia Tng TPOGELYNS),TOGO TL6

ToAD eivon 0 dvOpwTnog suykAovio— |

LEVOG UE TNV ayamn Vv Tou Ogov.
+0 ITATHP ®@EOAQPOX
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are always aware of God’s voice within us. It is this prayerful con-
science - the conscience that lives with a pulse of prayer - that is at
work in us so that, little-by-little, we develop an ever stronger re-
lationship with Christ our God. The physical sight that the blind
man received is only a prelude to the spiritual sight that allowed
him to know the Lord. Spiritual sight (and insight) is a foretaste
of life in God’s Eternal Kingdom.

St. Symeon the New Theologian gives us a “down-to-earth” illus-
tration of how we gain increasingly better vision of Paradise. In
his “Homily 45, he compares our lives in this world with an in-
dividual who is born into a mythical cave, where there is only a
small opening that allows the sunlight to flow inside, pushing
away the darkness. Through this opening, one can see the bright
| sunlight illuminating a small part of the earth’s splendor. The
more the opening widens (figuratively, through prayer), the more
| one can behold “paradise,” and, thus, the more one is inspired
| with God’s love. Figuratively, the opening in “the cave” is
brought about by the death and Resurrection of Christ our God,
Who is the Light of the World; the rays of sunlight represent the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, allowing us to fully participate in the life
of Christ, Who is the radiance of the Father.

We always have a choice: either we can hide in darkness - in a
world of falsehoods, deceptions, ignorance, and temptations, pre-
tending that we are “okay” just the way we are - or, we can seek
the knowledge of God through spiritual vision, with strength of
will and through the cooperation of the Holy Spirit. This second
choice is the only choice we can make for us to open the window
to Paradise.

+FR. THEODORE

| i “At midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,

‘and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a

‘ great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and

- immediately all the doors were opened and every one's fetters were un-
: fustened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open,
the drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the

* i prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm

s yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights and rushed in,
-and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought :
them out of their chains and said, " Men, what must I do to be saved?" :
%And they smd, "Belteve in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you

- and your household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and

: to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the

i night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all
his family.” —-Acts 16: 25 -33




HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:
ANTIPHON 1 : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou...” (By the prayers of the Theotokos...)

Verse 1—Shout to God, all the earth. Sing now to His name; give glory to His praise.
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Verse 2—Say to God, "How fearful are Your works.”
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

Verse 3—Let all the earth worship You and sing to You.
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou...” (Save us, O Son of God...)

Verse -1 —May God be gracious to us, and bless us. May He cause His face to shine upon us, and have mer-
cy on us.
Refrain: “Soson imas Yie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas Si, alleluia.”

Verse 2—That we may know His way on the earth, Your salvation among all the Gentiles.
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead, we sing to You, Alleluia.”

Verse 3—Let the peoples give thanks to You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.
Refrain: “Soson imas Yie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas Si, alleluia.”

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
People: “O Monogenis Ios ke Logos tou Theou...” (O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God...)

ANTIPHON III: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from before His face. As
smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. So shall the sinners perish from the face of God. And let the
righteous be glad. This is the day the Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

Sunday Resurrection Hymn: Christos Anesti... (Christ is Risen from the dead; O Christ is Risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death and to those in the tombs bestowing life.)

Second Resurrection Hymn: To synanarchon Logon...[Tone 5]...(Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the
Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, Who for our salvation was born of a Virgin for He willed to be
lifted up bodily upon the Cross, to endure death and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.)

Hymn for St. George: Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis... (As the one who sets the captives free and the protector
of the poor; as physician to the sick and the champion defender of Kings; bearer of trophies are you, O Great
Martyr George. Intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)

Kontakion Hymn: Ei ke en tafo katilthes... (Though You did descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet did
You destroy the power of Hades and did arise, as Victor, O Christ God, calling to the Myrrh-bearing Women:
'Rejoice!” and giving peace to Your Apostles, O You Who does grant Resurrection to the fallen.)

READINGS — EPISTLE- Acts 16: 16-34 / GOSPEL- St. John 9:1-38

Instead of “Axion Estin,” O Angelos evoh-a ti Keharitomeni...(The Angel cried aloud to the Lady full of grace:
Rejoice, O pure Virgin; and again I say Rejoice. Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem. For the glory of the Lord has
risen upon You. Rejoice and be glad, O Zion, and You, O pure Theotokos, exalt in the Resurrection of Him,
Whom You did bear.)

Communion Hymn: Soma Christou...(Receive the Body of Christ; taste from the immortal fount.)



; ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Coffee Hour: Mr. and Mrs. James Panos

¥/ MEMORIAL - Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the
—=eservant of God, Demitra (40 days ), the sister of James Panos. May our Lord God and Savior Je-
sus Christ, Who arose from the dead, grant Demitra Salvation in Eternal Life and may He grant peace
and comfort to her brother James Panos and the entire family. MAY HER MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

PHILOPTOCHOS — We welcome any of our parishioners to sponsor Coffee Hour throughout the sum-
mer. See Pat Dalkas to sign up.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - The End-of-the-Year ceremony for this year’s Sunday School program will take
place next Sunday, June 2, 2019, following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Following the ceremo-
ny, as is customary, the Sunday School students and their parents and maybe their grandparents will
enjoy an afternoon of lunch and bowling, as they end the school year with fun and fellowship. Please
contact Jim Christopoulos for directions and details.

MEMORIAL WALL AND GARDEN - Our plan is to have our Memorial Wall and Garden installed by
no later than June 7th. Nameplate orders can still be placed. We have approximately sixteen spaces
available. Please utilize the order form located in the church hall or see Rhonda Latkovic to place your
order. Currently the price is $175.00 per nameplate (up to 25 letters max). A Blessing Service and Memo-
rial Service is tentatively planned to take place in the near future to commemorate the wall & garden.

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
Tuesday, June 4th................ Bible Study - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, June 5th............ AHEPA Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 6th............... THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

Orthros-8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice - 1:00 p.m.

“And the blind man said to the Pharisees, 'He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees '
i said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sin-
iner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, ‘What do you say :
i about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, ‘He is a prophet.” The Judeans did not believe that he had

i been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and

i asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents answered,
‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know
i who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the
 Judeans, for they had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the
i synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and said to him, ‘Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, ‘Whether he
§is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.’...[Later] Jesus said to him, ‘Do

i you believe in the Son of God?’ Then he said, 'Lord I believe!” And he worshiped Him.” St. John 9: 15-25,35,38

We encourage all of our parents to sit in the church with their entire family as they participate in the beauty and mysteries of the
Divine Liturgy. For those with young children, feel free to sit near an aisle so that you may easily take your children for a break, as
needed. If necessary, we have a “crying room” in the narthex for your use. God Bless.




