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with God. This is evident in the fact that there exist Icons that have
worked miracles and/ or “drip of” myrrh oils, through which many
have been healed.

St. John of Damascus, in his defense for the use of Holy Icons in prayer
and worship, points to this interaction with God that is fostered by the
prayerful use of the Holy Icons. “Because some find fault with us for wor-
shiping and honoring the image of our Savior and that of our Lady and of the
rest of the Saints and servants of Christ, let them remember that in the begin-
ning God created man after His own image. On what grounds, then, do we
show reverence to each other unless because we are made after God's image?
For, as Basil, that much-versed expounder of divine things says, the honor
given to the image passes over to the Prototype.” (Exposition of the Orthodox
Faith, “Concerning Images,” pg. 271). Hence, by honoring the Image of
Christ, Who took upon Himself our lowly flesh, we honor Christ Him-
self. Honoring Christ involves honoring one another, since we are cre-
ated in His image.

The Icons of Saints point to the unique nature in which God'’s love for
us works. Our God and Savior Jesus Christ loves each one of us equal-
ly. At the same time, in His Divine Love, we are created to be unique,
special individuals for His glory. While our Lord loves us equally, His
love is filtered through us “unequally” as unique individuals in
unique times and in unique circumstances. This is evident in the life of
each Saint and which is depicted in their Icons.

On this point, Martin Buber, in his book “I and Thou,” notes that we
must be careful not to confuse feelings of God’s love with God’s Love
Itself. Our Savior’s love is a constant, pure, life-giving force, equal to
all. “But,” notes Buber, “ The feelings that accompany it may be very differ-
ent. Jesus’ feeling for the possessed man is different from His feeling for His
beloved disciple: but the love is the same.” (pg. 66). We are, after all, mem-
bers of the same Household of God; let us not allow pride to infect our
true identity as people in His Image by pretending that some people
are “better” than others. Upon beholding the Icon of the Virgin of Vla-
dimir, Henri ].M. Nouwen commented, “As Mary sees Jesus, so She sees
those who pray to Her: ...as people called to become sons and daughters of
God. It is hard for us to relinquish our worldly identity as noteworthy people
and to accept our spiritual identity as children of God. But the eyes of the
Virgin invite us to let go of our old ways of belonging and accept the good
news that we truly belong to God.” (Behold the Beauty of the Lord, pg. 34).
+FR. THEODORE



HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY
ANTIPHON I:

Verse 1: The Lord reigns; He clothed Himself with majesty; the Lord clothed and girded Himself with power.
Response: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Verse 2: And He established the world, which shall not be moved.
Response: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, O save us.”

Verse 3: Who shall tell the mighty deeds of the Lord; who shall make all His praises heard? Let those redeemed
by the Lord say so, whom He redeemed from the hand of the enemy.
Response: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Chanter(s): Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, both now and forever and to the ages of ages.
Amen.
Response: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

ANTIPHON II:

Verse 1: Let them give thanks to the Lord for His mercies and His wonders to the sons of men.
Response: “Soson imas Ie Theou, o Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si: Allilouia.”

Verse 2: Let them exalt Him in the assembly of the people and praise Him in the seat of the elders.
Response: Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead, we sing to You: Alleluia.

Verse 3: The eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His mercy. To hear the groaning
of those bound, to set free the sons of the slain.
Response: “Soson imas Ie Theou, o Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si: Allilouia.”

Chanter(s): “Doxa Patri ke Io, ke Ayio Pnevmati, ke nin ke ai ke is tous eonas ton eonon. Amin.”
People: O Monogenis Ios ke Logos tou Theou... (O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God...)

ANTIPHON III: Let heaven and earth praise Him, the seas and everything that moves in them. This is the day the
Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

Resurrection Hymn: Tou lithou sfraghisthendos [Tone 1]...(The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb by
the Judeans and the soldiers guarding watch oe’r Your pure and sacred Body, O Savior, the third day You arose.
And unto all the world did you give life whereby all the heavenly powers did proclaim that you are the Giver of
Life. Glory unto our Resurrected Christ; glory unto Your Kingdom; glory to Your dispensation, O You alone Who
loves all.)

Sunday of Orthodoxy: Tin achranton eikona Sou... (We venerate Your immaculate icon, O good Lord, and entreat
You to forgive our offences, O Christ our God. By Your own choice you were pleased to ascend the Cross in the
flesh, to deliver us, whom You created, from our slavery to the foe. Therefore we cry to You with gratitude: You
have filled all things with joy, O our Savior, by coming to save the world.)

Hymn for St. George: Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis... (As the one who sets the captives free and the protector of
the poor; as physician to the sick and the champion defender of kings, bearer of trophies are you, O Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday: Ti Ypermacho...(O Champion General, I your City now ascribe to you trium-
phant anthems as the tokens of my gratitude, being rescued from the terrors, O Theotokos. Inasmuch as you have
power unassailable, from all kinds of perils free me so that unto you I may cry aloud: Rejoice, O unwedded Bride.)

READINGS: Epistle - Hebrews —11:24-26; 32-40 / Gospel —St. John 1: 43-51

The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (pgs. 125-143 in our Divine Liturgy Book)
Megalynarion (Hymn to the Theotokos): Epi Si Cherhee ke Charitomeni... (Divine Liturgy Book, Pg. 135)
Communion Hymn: Enite ton Kyrion (Divine Liturgy Book, pg. 64)



( ANNOUNCEMENTS
Y S } Coffee Hour: Rhonda Latkovic

Y’ PHILOPTOCHOS-We need Coffee Hour sponsors for April and May. See Pat

" Dalkas. We are baking bread and cookies the week of April 8 for our annual Easter Bake
Sale. We could use your help. See Tina Veroulis or Pat Dalkas for scheduling. On April
16 and 18 we will be serving food in Indio or Palm Springs for our Outreach Program. See Rhonda
Latkovic for more information.

ALTAR FLOWER BOUQUETS - The Altar Flower bouquets gracing the Royal Gates our Holy Altar to-
day were donated by:
-- Rhonda Latkovic - In loving memory of Patricia Fleming, Rhonda Latkovic’s mother.
— Penelope and Anthony Chiotis —"In loving memory of our families. May their memories be
Eternal!”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - On Saturday, March 23rd, our Sunday School students together with their parents
will be visiting the Shield’s Date Garden display in Indio, showing the life and ministry of our Savior
Jesus Christ. We ask the parents of the students to accompany them for this outing. It will provide par-
ents with topics for home discussion throughout this Lenten season.

AHEPA SCHOLARSHIP - Applications for the Fr. T. P. Theophilos Memorial Scholarship are now
available in our parish hall. The deadline for receiving these applications is May 1st and the scholarship
will be awarded on AHEPA Sunday, May 18. Applications are also available online at: ww.ahepa528.0rg,
along with more information.

SPRING GENERAL ASSEMBLY - Sunday, March 31, 2019. Participation is open to all who have turned
in their 2019 Stewardship Pledge Card and who have begun making contributions toward their Pledge.

CHURCH DOME — Anyone who would like to donate toward the cost of cleaning and polishing the
Cross that is on our church dome is asked to make out a check pavable to our St. George Greek Orthodox
Church. Our goal is to raise around to cover the approximate cost $600 for this project.

ST.GEORGE PARISH LENTEN SYMPOSIUSM - April 6, 2019. See enclosed flier.

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Tuesday, March 19th....................... Bible Study - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 20th.................. Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy- 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 21st..................... Choir Practice - 1:00 p.m.
Friday, March 22nd........................ Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 9:00 a.m.

Salutation Service (2nd Stanza) - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 23rd...................... Sunday School Excursion to Shields Date Farm - 11:00 a.m.
NOTE: Monday, March 25th......... ANNUNCIATION TO THE EVER-VIRGIN MARY

Orthros-8:30 a.m./ Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

M for March 2019 is lomngly We encourage all of our parents to sit in the church with their entire family

sponsored by: Emily Tcharos as they participate in the beauty and mysteries of the Divine Liturgy. For
those with young children, feel free to sit near an aisle so that you may easily
take your children for a break, as needed. If necessary, we have a “crying
George Tcharos room” in the narthex for your use. God Bless.

In memory of her beloved husband,




SERVICE OF THE PROCESSION OF THE HOLY ICONS

Following the conclusion of the Doxology, the altar boys and those participating in the Procession,

with Icons, fans and candles, proceed in a counter-clockwise direction, stopping at four stations as

the faithful chant: “Your undefiled icon we venerate Lord, asking for forgiveness of all our faults, O
Christ our God; for of Your own will You were pleased to ascend in the flesh upon the Cross to de-

liver those You created from the bondage of the foe. Wherefore, in thanksgiving we cry to You: You

have filled all things with joy, O our Savior, now that You have come to save all the world.”

At the first station, the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the health and salvation of all Ortho-
dox Christians. The priest concludes with: “For You are a merciful God Who loves mankind and to
You do we give glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit now and forever and to the ages
of ages.” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the second station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the Eternal Life and blessed
memory of our sacred forefathers and relatives. The priest concludes: “For You are the Resurrec-
tion, the Life and the Repose...” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the third station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the safe-keeping of our Church clergy
and lay leaders, parents, grandparents and relatives. The priest concludes with, “For You are a mer-
ciful God Who loves mankind...” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the fourth station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the safe-keeping of our Church and
our general community. As before, the priest concludes with, “For You are a merciful God Who
loves mankind...”

The Priest then reads the Synodikon Statement, as the faithful follow along:

“As the Prophets beheld; as the Apostles have taught; as the Teachers have dogmatized; as the Uni-
verse has agreed; as grace has shown forth: As Truth was revealed; as falsehood has been dissolved;
as wisdom has presented; as Christ awarded: Thus we declare; thus we assert; thus we preach
Christ our True God, and honor His Saints in words; in writings; in thoughts; in sacrifices; in
churches; in Holy Icons; on the one hand worshiping and reverencing Christ as God and Lord, and
on the other, honoring them as true servants of the same Lord of all and offering them the proper
veneration. This is the Faith of the Apostles; this is the Faith of the Fathers; This is the Faith of the
Orthodox. This is the Faith which has established the universe. Furthermore, to these messengers of
piety, with brotherly and fatherly love and reverence, in glory and honor of piety for which they
fought, we praise and cry out: of all the defenders of Orthodoxy, pious kings, most holy Patriarchs,
bishops, teachers, martyrs, confessors, Eternal be their memory.” The faithful respond; “Memory
Eternal; Memory Eternal; Memory Eternal.”

The Priest continues: “We today, entreating God that we be instructed and strengthened by their
exploits and struggles and teachings for piety unto death, and praying to become imitators of their
Godly life unto the end, may we prove worthy of all these requests by the compassion and grace of
Christ the Great and First Arch-Priest and our True God; through the intercessions of our Most
Glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, the God-like Angels and all the Saints, Amen.”

Then all the faithful chant: “Who is so great a God as our God! You are the God Who works won-
ders.” This stanza is repeated after each of the following verses: — “You have made known Your
power to the nations.” — “And I said: Now I began to understand; this is a change in the work of
the right hand of the Most High.” — “I remember the works of the Lord; for I will remember Your
wonders from the beginning.”

Then, the faithful together read the Creed on page 42 of our Divine Liturgy Books.
The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great begins.




ST. GEORGE
LENTEN PARISH SYMPOSIUM:

LIFE AFTER DEATH: “INQUIRE WITHIN™

SYMPOSIUM INCLUDING TOPICS RELATED TO

ORTHODOX CHRISTTAN SPIRITUAL LIFE & DISCIPLINE:

-~THE NATURE & PRACTICE OF SACRAMENTAL LIFE IN

EVERYDAY LIVING-

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2019

AT:

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH PAILM DESERT, CALIFONIA
10:00 A.M. - 4:00 PM.

PROGRAM:
10:00 A M. - WELCOME AND MORNING PRAYER

10:30 - 11:30 - SPEAKERS: DEACON EUTHYM KONTAXIS, ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, PALM

DESERT), FR. DAVID KRUSE (ST. RAPHAEL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, THOUSAND PALMYS)
& FR. ANDREW LESKO (ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, TEMECULA)

11:30 - SUMMARY AND REFLECTION
12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. - LUNCH
1:.00 PM. - 3:30 P.M. - SYMPOSIUM (QUESTIONS & ANSWERY)

3:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. - VESPERS




