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Holy Communion Order 

1. Please remain standing 
while  following the 
directions of our ush-
ers. 

2. Ladies, kindly remove 
lipstick before receiv-
ing. 

3. When receiving Holy 
Communion, make the 
Sign  of the Cross, state 
your name (baptismal 
name) , and naturally 
receive as if being fed. 

4. Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive 
Holy Communion, but 
they may receive the 
Holy Bread at the end 
of the service. 

5. All Orthodox Christians 
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if 
you have any questions. 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT 

74-109 Larrea Street                                                                                       

Palm Desert, California 92260 

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org                      Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com 

   The Ladder 

 

SHE IS THE CHURCH 

     MAY 12, 2019 

It might be said that the Myrrh-bearing 
Women provide a vision, in part, of the 
ministry of the Orthodox Christian 
Church. It may not be a coincidence at 
all that the Church is referred to in the 
Greek Language in the feminine gender 
as η Εκκλησια, pronounced: “ee  eccle-
see-a.” After all, the work of glorifying 
the Crucified and Risen Christ God was 
first performed by these Myrrh-bearing 
Women, risking life and limb to offer 
myrrh oils to Christ in the tomb. While 
the Apostles themselves were hiding 
due  to  their fear  of  persecution,  these  

Women were ministering to Christ 
at His tomb. 

The tomb of Christ itself is a type 
for the “church building” where the 
faithful worship Him. The tomb is 
called a “bridal chamber” from 
where Christ came forth as the Vic-
tor over death. By extension, our 
church as a “place of worship” is 
Christ’s “bridal chamber” from 
where we who bear Christ in our 
souls burst forth with the message 
to all people of His everlasting life, 
as we continue to chant aloud the 
Good News, “Christ is Risen!”                                          
       Continued on page 2 

                                      THE MYRRBEARING WOMEN 

LESSONS FROM THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN 

The dedication to responsibility on the part of the Myrrh-bearing Women to 
anoint the Body of Christ, following His death on the Cross, is an example of 
living, dynamic prayer. Such living, dynamic prayer includes all the elements of 
the soul and entire personality—our motives; our ideology; our thoughts; our 
mentality; our hopes and our dreams.  What motivated them to do so was deep 
inside their souls—i.e., their love for Christ; their belief that He is God; their 
sense of responsibility toward what is proper. This love and belief, as well as 
the sense of responsibility, transcends all obstacles— represented figuratively 
by the “large stone” that covered our Lord’s tomb and the “fear of the Phari-
sees.” The Myrrh-bearers, like all the Saints after them, challenge us to push 
ourselves ever more in the advancement of our spiritual life and in our giving 
of time, talent and treasure to others and to the work of our Lord’s Church. In  
honor  of  the Myrrh-bearing Women, whom we commemorate today,                             
we  are  all  called   to   anoint  His  Sacred  Body —His Church—                                     
with our prayers and good deeds today through our  love in                                          
Christ for one another.  

     --FR. THEODORE 





HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:                       
             ANTIPHON I : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou…” (By the prayers of the Theotokos…) 
Verse 1—Shout to God, all the earth. Sing now to His name; give glory to His praise.  
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”  

Verse 2—Say to God, "How fearful are Your works.”  
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.” 

Verse 3—Let all the earth worship You and sing to You.  
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.” 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages                                           
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.” 
 ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou…” (Save us, O Son of God…) 

Verse –1 —May God be gracious to us, and bless us. May He cause His face to shine upon us, and have mer 
        cy on us.  
Refrain: “Soson imas Yie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas Si, alleluia.” 

Verse 2—That we may know His way on the earth, Your salvation among all the Gentiles.  
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead, we sing to You, Alleluia.” 

Verse 3—Let the peoples give thanks to You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.  
Refrain: “Soson imas Yie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas Si, alleluia.”  

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.                                            

People: “O Monogenis Ios ke Logos tou Theou…” (O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God…)                

ANTIPHON III:  Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from before His face. As 
smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. So shall the sinners perish from the face of God. And let the 
righteous be glad. This is the day the Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.                                                                             

Sunday Resurrection Hymn: Christos Anesti... (Christ is Risen from the dead; O Christ is Risen from the dead, 
trampling down death by death and to those in the tombs bestowing life.)              

Second Resurrection Hymn: Ote katilthes pros ton thanaton…(When You descended to the realm of death, 
You as Life Immortal rendered to Hades a mortal blow by Your all-radiant divinity. And when You from inter-
nal depths and the darkness below did raise the dead all the hosts of heaven’s powers did proclaim and cry out: 
O Life-Giving Christ our God, we give glory.)  

Hymn for St. Joseph of Arimathea:  O efschimon Iosif apo tou xilou…(The noble Joseph, taking Your Immac-
ulate Body down from the Tree and having wrapped It in pure linen and spices, laid It for burial in a new tomb. 
But on the third day You did arise, O Lord, granting great mercy to the world.)  

Hymn for the Myrrh-bearing Women:   Tes Myrofores ghinexee…(Unto the Myrrh-bearing Women did the 
Angel cry out as he stood by the grave: Myrrh-oils are meet for the dead, but Christ has proved to be a stranger 
to corruption. But cry out: The Lord is risen granting great mercy to the world.)  

Hymn for St. George:  Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis…(Since you are a deliverer of captives and a defender of 
the poor; a physician for the sick and a noble  attendant to kings, O Great among the Martyrs and glorious 
George, intercede with Christ God that He will save our souls.)  

Kontakion Hymn: Ei ke en tafo katilthes... (Though You did descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet did 
You destroy the power of Hades and did arise, as Victor, O Christ God, calling to the Myrrh-bearing Women: 
’Rejoice!’ and giving peace to Your Apostles, O You Who does grant Resurrection to the fallen.)   

READINGS— EPISTLE– Acts 6:1-7 / GOSPEL– St. Mark 15: 43 - 16: 8 
  Instead of “Axion Estin,” O Angelos evoh-a ti Keharitomeni…(The Angel cried aloud to the 
Lady full of grace: Rejoice, O pure Virgin; and again I say Rejoice. Your Son has truly risen from the grave on 
the third day. Be illumined, illumined, O New Jerusalem;  for the glory of the Lord has arisen over you. Dance 
now for joy, O Zion, and exult.  And you be merry, O pure Theotokos, at the arising of the One you bore.)  

Communion Hymn: Soma Christou…(Receive the Body of Christ; taste from the immortal fount.) 



                                                                         ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                          
  HAPPY MOTHERS DAY! 
 
MEMORIAL—Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the servant of 
God, Cleo Anton (40 days), the beloved wife of John Anton and the beloved mother of Tom Moore 

and Billy Moore, as well as a beloved friend to all the members of our parish; the choir and the 
Philoptochos Society. May our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ grant Eternal Rest and Salvation 
to Cleo Anton and May He grant comfort and peace to John Anton and to the entire family. MAY 
HER MEMBORY BE ETERNAL!   

PHILOPTOCHOS - Our last General Meeting of the season will be tomorrow Monday, May 13 at 

11:30 a.m. at Desert Willow.  Reservation deadline was Friday, May 10.  We are continuing our 
membership drive.  Check out our 2019 Members list in this Ladder to see if you have already re-
newed your membership.  If not, you may renew by sending a check made out to Philoptochos for 
$45.00 to the office or give your check to Rhonda Latkovic.  We need Coffee Hour sponsors or 
hosts for June and July.  See Pat Dalkas.  

AHEPA - On an annual basis, our AHEPA Chapter 528 has always been privileged to honor the la-
dies of our parish with flowers in celebration of Mother’s  Day. This tradition continues today as we 
celebrate Mothers Day again this year. On behalf of our AHEPA, our entire community expresses 
honor and gratitude to the mothers, grandmothers and Godmothers of our parish for their love and 
faith in God, which has always been a strong force leading to our salvation in the Risen Christ.  
                 On another note, all applications for the Fr. T.P. Memorial Scholarship should be in at this 
time. Scholarship awards will be presented on AHEPA Sunday, May 19, 2019. Please note the at-
tached letter from our AHEPA Chapter President, which explains the need for financial support for 
this Scholarship Fund. 

NEW ICONS ARE ON THE WAY — Beautiful Orthodox Christian Icons will be arriving over the 
next few days, with installation beginning on Wednesday, May 15th and continuing up to Saturday, 
May 25th. More information about this special project will appear in next week’s Ladder as to the lay 
out of the Icons as the interior of our church edifice is beautified. Due to the construction involved 
in mounting our new Icons on the walls, there will be no choir next Sunday, May 19th. 

             WEEKDAY SCHEDULE 

Monday, May 13th………Philoptochos General Members Luncheon at Desert Willow CC-11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 14th………Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 15th…..Installation of New Church Icons begins 

 

 

We encourage all of our parents to sit in the church with their entire family as they participate in the beauty and mysteries of the 
Divine Liturgy. For those with young children, feel free to sit near an aisle so that you may easily take your children for a break, as 
needed. If necessary, we have a “crying room” in the narthex for your use. God Bless. 








