SEPTEMBER 22, 2019

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT

74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 4755

Palm Desert, CA.92261
Tel: (760) 568-9901

or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Proistamenos (Pastor)

—Deacon Euthym Kontaxis,

M.D.

Holy Communion Order

THE LADDER

THE LANGUAGE OF THE BIBLE

The Orthodox Church faces serious chal-
lenges in today’s world. In the face of
“political correctness” the temptations
to compromise the Truth of the Gospel
are great. In addition, communication of
the Bible’s message is hampered by the
on-going phenomenon of “mis-
defining” key terms. It follows that very

classic book entitled, Man’s Search for
Himself, Rollo May wrote the follow-
ing: “Along with the loss of the sense of
self has gone a loss of our language for
communicating deeply personal meanings
to each other...Take the word ‘love,” for ex-
ample, a word which obviously should be
most important in conveying personal feel-
ings. When you use it, the person you are
talking to may think you mean “Hollywood

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Com-
munion. Please see the
priest if you have any
questions.

many Biblical words are mis-defined,

love’...The same is true about almost any
“ : 1A M e ”
such as “marriage,” “life,” “peace,” etc.

other important word in the nontechnical

Deeply spiritual words spoken by our |areq -- ‘truth,’ ‘integrity,’ ‘courage,’
Lord and His Aposﬂes have lost their 'Spirit,’ ffreedom/’ and even the word
original, soul-saving meanings. In his Continued on page 2

ST. PAUL AND THE CORINTHIANS OF HIS TIME

St. Paul’s message to the Corinthians applies to us today. In both of his epistles to
them he addresses the choice that each person is to make between having a rela-
tionship with God, and living in the darkness of this present world. Issues of divi-
sion in the community; civil action; sexual immorality; idol-worship and the prop-
er spiritual preparation for participating in the Church’s Sacramental Life are all
addressed in his First Epistle to the Corinthians.

In his Second Epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul teaches by example the virtues of
love, respect, forgiveness and reconciliation. These virtues are qualities that are
developed within the soul of each person and they are needed in order to main-
tain prayerful communication with the members of the Church — and, at the
same time, with the Saints of the Church of all generations. He reminds us that we
are all called to be apostles of our Savior, Jesus Christ. As apostles, our
mission as members of His Church is to enlighten and renew the <@
world

A more thorough understanding of St. Paul’s ministry to the
Corinthians can be gained simply by reading the introductory
remarks given by the Orthodox theologians who published the
Orthodox Study Bible.(pgs. 1550 and 1573).  +FR. THEODORE




H Op0Bdd0in ExxkAncio aviipeto—
el GoPopES TPOKATGELC GTOV
OMUEPLVOV KOG HOV. MTtposTa 6NV
<TOALTIKTV 0pHOTNTAL>, Ol TEPULC—
pot va coppipacet v ArnOsiay
tov Evayyeliov eivan orovdaion.
Emniéov, n emikotvovia Tov unv—
vpotog g Aytog I'padnc napep—
nodiletol and To GLVEYILOUEVO
GULVOUEVOV TOV <EGHAAUEVOV>
Bacuedv opdv. ATG ALTO TPOKUTT—
TEL OTL TOL VOT| LT TOAADV AEEEMV
g Aylog I'padng eivor ecdar—
HEVQL, OTMG <O YAUOC>, <1 Con>,
<n g1privn>, k.o O1 Babieg mvev—
notikes AeEgig tng Sdackariog
TOL ZOTIPOG LA €LOVY Y ACEL TIG
ALPYIKES TOV GOTNPLUKEG EVVOLEG.
270 kKhoo1ko BipAiio tov, H Ava—
ritnon tov AvOpdrov d va
I'vopiocer tov Eavtov Tov, o Rollo
May €ypaye: <Madli us tnv and—
Asiav tnc aicOrions nepi TS mpo—
COTIKOTNTOS TOL O¢ AVOPOTOG,
Eyet mpoxkAnOsi n anmleia tne ylo—
OOTNG LLOC CYETIKOC LUE TV COCTNV
smikovoviav ugtald pas. To vo—
nua Pacikdv Aécswv syacav to
cwoto vonjua tov. Ildpre wc
rapadsiyuara [tic Aéfsic] avarnn...
aAnOsia, axspaiorng, xabog, eAsv—
Ospia, axdua ko tigc AEets, 0 eqv—

10¢ puag.>(ceh. 56).

O Hovog TpOToG LE TOV OTOTOV
UTOPOVUEV VAL YIVOVLUEV dVOPOTOL
OV <YOLPEVOVLUEV> V1A TIG YUYEG
AAL®V AVOPATOV GTOV KOGLOV E1—
Vol var <€EQVO—YVOPTGOVUEV> TNV
Yooy yhdooav tng Exkkinciog —
KO, GTTV GLVEYELOLV, VTTOUOVETIKA
KOl TTOLHEVIKA VO LETOHEPOVLUEV
GTOV GUYYPOVOV AVOP®TOV TO
cmGTO VOnua NG kKol AEEemg
OT®OG Y PNOLHOTTOLELTON KOl KOLTO—
vogitat did pécov tng OpbodsEov
Latpeiog. Tty ovclay, Y pelaletal
OO GALOVC HOC VOL EYOLUEV TOV EN—
LOV VO <YOLPEVOLLEY.>

+0O ITATHP ®EOAQPOX
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“self.”” (pg. 56).

In reality, the word “self” is the capacity to discern between the
“self” as “I” and others, giving one the added ability to see others
in light of him/her ”self.” Ultimately, this gives way to the capaci-
ty to empathize with others and even to forgive others. This is
what is meant by the teaching of our Church maintaining that we
are each created in the image of God. Very few people in society --
even among Orthodox Christians -- are ready to define “self” as
the image of God.

In many ways, the world today is much like the community of the
Corinthians of St. Paul’s time. Having become accustomed to the
philosophy of the ancient Greek philosophers, the “language of
God” was foreign to them. St. Paul admonished them to repent of
their self-serving pagan values, which, were really “lust-serving.”
He wanted them to know that he had no interest in having per-
sonal dominion over their lives, but that he wanted them to have
a relationship with the living God, Jesus Christ. For St. Paul, the
word “life,” for example, no longer meant “physical existence in
this world.” Instead, St. Paul defined “Life” as Life with our Sav-
ior in His Eternal Kingdom. “Life” is not the orchestration of ef-
forts made by many false-gods; life comes from our loving God --
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Life and love cannot be truly defined
or comprehended apart from the Eternal, True God, Jesus Christ.

St. Paul and the entire company of Apostles spoke the language of
the Holy Spirit, given at Pentecost, which required a new--and
proper--definition of terms in a fallen world filled with fallen un-
derstandings of meaningful words. The only way in which we can
become people who “tish” for the souls of others in the world is
by “re-learning” the genuine language of the Church -- and then
patiently and pastorally conveying the proper meaning of each
word as it is used and understood through Orthodox worship.

In essence, what is needed from each of us is the zeal to “fish!”
Through our efforts to learn and re-learn the language of the Bible
(which is spoken by our Church), coupled with our efforts to
teach this language to the world, we can, like the Apostles, gather
all of God’s people into the Church’s “net.”

+FR. THEODORE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMORIAL WALL- Another nameplate order has been received
and installed on our wall. There is one more nameplate order in
production and should be completed in November.

STREET LIFE—On Tuesday, September 17th Philoptochos served
65 meals to the homeless in Indio. Year-to-date, Philoptochos has
now given 1,102 meals to the homeless! The next outreach to the
homeless will be in October. Donations of clothing, back-packs,
socks & head gear will be much appreciated!
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HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:
ANTIPHON 1 : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou...” (By the prayers of the Theotokos...)

Verse 1— Bless the Lord, O my soul, and everything within me, bless His holy name
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Verse 2- Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His rewards.
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.

Verse 3- The Lord prepared His throne in heaven, and His Kingdom rules over all.
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

Chanter(s): Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.
Refrain: “ Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson

ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou...” (Save us, O Son of God...)

Verse 1- Praise the Lord, O my soul! I shall praise the Lord while I live; I shall sing to my God as long as I exist.
Refrain: “Soson imas le Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Verse 2 - Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob; his hope is in the Lord his God.
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who Arose from the dead; we sing to You, Alleluia.”

Verse 3 - The Lord shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Refrain: “Soson imas le Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Doxa Patri ke Yio ke Aghio Pnevinati ke nin ke aei ke eis tous aonas ton aonon. Amin. “O Monogenis Yios ke

Logos tou Theou...”

ANTIPHON III- This is the day the Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

Sunday Resurrection Hymn: Ton Synanarchon Logon (Tone 5)... (Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the
Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, Who for our salvation was born of a Virgin for He willed to be
lift-ed up bodily upon the Cross, to endure death and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.)

Hymn for St. Phocas the Martyr: Ke tropon metochos... (Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of life
and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, in the active life you found an entrance to contemplation.
Hence you rightly expounded the word of truth, and you shed your blood in struggling for the faith, O Hieromar-
tyr Phocas. Intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him to save our souls.)

Hymn for St. George : Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis... (As the one who sets the captives free and the protector
of the poor; as physician to the sick and the champion defender of kings, bearer of trophies are you, O Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday : Prostasia ton Christianon... (O Protection of Christians that never falls, in-
tercession with the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good
Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and
hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.)

Axion Estin

Communion Hymn: Enite ton Kyrion ek ton ouranon. Enite Afton en tis ipsistees...(Praise the Lord from the
heavens. Praise Him in the highest. Allelouia)



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Coffee Hour: Bernice Shaheen and Michele Tasoff
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MEMORIAL - Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Life and Salvation of the
J/' servants of God, Jack Shaheen, the husband of Bernice Shaheen and father of

/" Michele Tasoff; Albert Rafeedie, the father of Bernice Shaheen and grandfather of

: Michele Tasoff; Matista Lila Regan, the sister of Bernice Shaheen , as well as aunt

and God-mother of Michele Tasoff, and Rick Rafeedie, the nephew of Bernice
Shaheen and cousin of Michele Tasoff. We pray that our Lord, Jesus Christ, grants
Eternal Life to Jack Shaheen, Albert Rafeedie, Matushka Lila Regan and Rick
Rafeedie and that He grants peace and comfort to Bernice Shaheen and Michele
Tasoff and the entire family. MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!

PHILOPTOCHOS —Philoptochos ladies will be baking koulourakia and paximathia on Tuesday
and Wednesday, September 24th and 25th from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. If anyone is interested in vol-
unteering with this project, please contact Pat Dalkas.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Sunday School classes begin today! Those who have not yet registered are
asked to see either Fr. Ted of Jim Christopoulos so that their registration forms can be completed. A
special Agiasmo Service will be conducted following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy,asking our
Lord and Savior to bless the staff, parents and children of our Sunday School.

ALTAR FLOWER SEASON- OPEN! -- Please sign up now to sponsor Altar Flowers throughout our
season of October 2019 - May 2020. Write your checks to: St. George Greek Orthodox Church. In the
Memo Section, write: Altar Flowers/(Sunday date for display). Credit cards are accepted; (see parish of-
fice). Also notify our Altar Flower Coordinator, Louise Dobbs Barringer, regarding the purpose for

dedication the Altar Flower bouquets that are being sponsored -- (“in memory of

v,

; “in celebra-

tion for ). Also, include the names of those being honored or memorialized. Altar Flower bou-
quets may be offered for memorials, anniversaries, birthdays, etc. The dedication will appear in The
Ladder on the Sunday when the one’s Altar Flower bouquets are sponsored.

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, September 24th.............. Bible Study - 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, September 26th............ ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Orthros-8:30 a.m./ Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.
Choir Practice- 1:00 p.m.

EPISTLE - 2 Cor. 1:21-24; 2:1-4 -- Brethren, it is God who estab-
lishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has put
his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guaran-
tee. But | call God to witness against me—it was to spare you
that | refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over
your faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in
your faith. For | made up my mind not to make you another pain-
ful visit. For if | cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but
the one whom | have pained? And | wrote as | did, so that when |
came | might not suffer pain from those who should have made
me rejoice, for | felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the
joy of you all. For | wrote you out of much affliction and anguish
of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let
you know the abundant love that | have for you.

GOSPEL -St. Luke - 5:1-11 -- At that time, Jesus was standing by
the lake of Gennesaret. And he saw two boats by the lake; but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their

nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked
him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught
the people from the boat. And when he had ceased speaking, he
said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for
a catch." And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and
took nothing! But at your word | will let down the nets." And
when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and
as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled
both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter
saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for
| am a sinful man, O Lord." For he was astonished, and all who
were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; hence-
forth you will be catching men." And when they had brought
their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.




