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As Orthodox Christians the focus must remain on saving our souls. This is the
right reason for doing the right things. If we forget to sincerely be grateful to our
Lord for “every good and perfect gift,” we forget to be humble and give God glory.
It is impossible to “protect the environment,” without first giving thanks to God
for all that we have. The only way we can offer gratitude to God is through wor-
ship, prayer, and the practice of our Lord’s presence in every facet of our lives,
whereby we show Christ’s love to those around us. In this way we help toward
the salvation of souls, and, for this reason, God will help us to “save the planet”
enough to allow us time for repentance. While God wants us to be good stewards
of His creation, our only hope is in His Only-Begotten Son.
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possessions if we to not do so in order to follow Christ —and, by fol-
lowing Christ, we will continuously be able to offer our Christ-like
energies to help the poor.

There are many forms of poverty, such as spiritual and emotional
poverty. We will not be able to help the “poor” if we are always over-
ly concerned about self-centered and worldly matters, instead of
those matters that are related to the Will of God.

St. Peter of Damascus is the author of two Orthodox spiritual writ-
ings that appear in The Philokalia, which is an anthology of the spiritu-
al writings of many Orthodox Christian ascetic Saints. Book One is
entitled, A Treasury of Divine Knowledge; Book Two is entitled Twenty-
four Discourses. These two books occupy more pages in the entire
body of The Philokalia than any other books, except, perhaps those
written by St. Maximos the Confessor.

Regarding “spiritual dispassion” and love for God, St. Peter states:
“One who has attained dispassion becomes impassible out of perfect love for
God...[In this way, one is unshaken] by all that happens by God's provi-
dence: some things are sent to keep us from self-elation, and others to keep us
from despair...St John the Theologian says, 'God is love; and whoever dwells
in love dwells in God' (1 John 4:16). It is astonishing that this chief of all the
virtues is a natural virtue. Thus, in the Law, it is given first place: 'You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your might' (Deut. 6:5)...In short, every work rightly done is done
out of love for God and for one's neighbor.” (Philokalia, Apple Books).

“Spiritual dispassion” translates into sincere, whole-hearted love for
God. Daily contemplation of God’s love for us instills in us the spirit
of genuine humility before Him and before those whom we love, put-
ting into perspective the things that are really important in our lives.
“Spiritual dispassion” is the mother of many virtues, such as pa-
tience, forbearance, courtesy, and care-giving. These Christ-centered
virtues lead to a fulfilling life for us all “now and forever and to the ages
of ages.”

+FR.THEODORE

NOTE: When unable to attend Church Services in person due to
state regulations regarding the Coronavirus or personal illness, fol-
low the Divine Liturgy through live-steaming provided by various
Archdiocese parishes at:_httpsy//www.goarch.org/live-broadcasts.

BIBLE STUDY-Tuesday, September 1, 2020 -10:00 a.m.

Join Zoom Bible Study Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86878349877?pwd=0EVzOUdFR1VFVzd6bzhKbVI3cUoyUT09
Meeting ID: 868 7834 9877

Passcode: 898242

Or, using your cell phone, call: 1 669 900 6833 and dial in the Meeting ID and Passcode
numbers.

We will be studying the following passage: St. Matthew 21: 33-42.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86878349877?pwd=OEVzOUdFR1VFVzd6bzhKbVl3cUoyUT09

unto the ages of ages. Amen.”
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PRAYERS FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed are You at Your throne
of the glory of Your Kingdom, seated above the Cherubic angels, now and forever and

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and bod-
ies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy,
good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Brethren, | would remind you in what terms | preached to
you the gospel, which you received, in which you stand, by
which you are saved, if you hold it fast - unless you believed
in vain. For | delivered to you as of first importance what |
also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he ap-
peared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he ap-
peared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For | am the least of
the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because | perse-
cuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what |
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contra-
ry, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not |, but
the grace of God which is with me. Whether then it was | or
they, so we preach and so you believed.

GOSPEL - St. Matthew 19:16-26

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and
saying, "Good Teacher, what good deed must | do, to have
eternal life?" And he said to him, "Why do you call me good?
One there is who is good. If you would enter life, keep the
commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said,
"You shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father
and mother, and You shall love your neighbor as yourself."
The young man said to him, "All these | have observed; what
do | still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go,
sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." When the young
man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great
possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, | say to
you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God." When the disciples heard this they were greatly
astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus
looked at them and said to them, "With men this is impossi-
ble, but with God all things are possible."

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Monday -Wednesday, August 31-September 2- Philoptochos “Critical Food Drive”10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 1st - Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. (“Zoom” format)




TFOODS OF BIRI

The Ladies Philoptochos Society of St George

Cookbook

Hello to All! It’s time to share those Special Secret Recipes

Please join St. George Ladies Philoptochos Society of St. George in helping to create our very own cookbook.
Participation is easy...just send us your favorite recipes! All Greek and non-Greek recipes are welcome. And if
your friends are “Great Cooks”, we would love their recipes, also!

Our categories will be:
Appetizers - Breads
Soups & Salads. Vegetables
Entrees (Meat/Seafood/Vegetarian)
Desserts & Pastries
Greek Lenten Foods
Religious Offerings
Kids Recipes
This and That (our miscellaneous!)

We are very excited to have a cookbook as our new Philoptochos fundraiser. There are so many organizations
and individuals in need that will benefit from the profits of the cookbook sales.

All recipes can be submitted by any of the following:
The church office
By mail: P. O. Box 4755, Palm Desert, CA. 92261

By email: pamzav@yahoo.com.

WE WOULD LOVE YOUR DELICIOUS RECIPES AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE

SUBMITT BY SEPTEMBER 14

Thank you!
The Ladies Philoptochos Society of St George Cookbook Committee

Pam Zaverdas — Chairperson 847-814-0299

Alexandra Dymond 805-4709-3867 adymondl@aol.com
Athena Snarskis 219-313-6940 athna2@aol.com

Tina Veroulis 406-431-9516 tveroulis@aim.com




