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Mailing Address: IN THE IMAGE & LIKENESS ay. Our “Life in Christ” (i.e.our spirit-
P.O. Box 4755 ) ual life) is a way of living in which we
Palm Desert, CA.92261 As the One True God, our Savior knows | j.4icate ev erything about ourselves to
Tel: (760) 568-9901 the soul of every person in the world. In the glory of God. As such, it is a life-
or: (760) 880-5869 today’s Gospel passage we heard how style that is an image of the Heavenly

He knew Nathaniel, for whom He said:
“See a true Israelite in whom there is no de-
ceit.” (St. John 1:48). Indeed, in this way,
Nathaniel understood that Jesus is God, Bishop Nicolae of the Romanian Or-

Who knows the heartbeat of each one of |thodox Church in the Americas once
Holy Communion Order |us. wrote the following: “The icon is based

. . » . . |not only on the Incarnation of the Son of
1. Please remain standing | God took on the “image” of Man, Who is | 5,1 bt also on His Resurrection. Without

while following the created in the Image and Likeness of
directions of our ush- - | God. This reality is expressly made evi- |, representation of transfigured life, but

ers: dent by way of the Holy Icons, the Res- only a commemorative painting. This
2. Ladies, kindly remove |toration of which we commemorate to- Continued on page 2

ﬂf’smk before recelv- | 'THE CORONAVIRUS & HOLY COMMUNION — Indeed, it is wise to follow
& o the proper, physician-directed guidelines for protecting ourselves from the coro-
3. When receving Holy | navirus. Given this, let us not forget that we are summoned to approach Holy
;?.omm?rﬁoré make the | communion with faith and with love. We must have faith in Christ our True God,
gﬁ; r(:altnee b;ost?;rs;ﬁe Who cured all maladies and He even raised the dead. Christ our God is truly the
y (bap Physician of our souls and bodies —and it is His Very Body and Blood that we

name) , and naturally . .
receive as if being fed. | Teceive through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

life with God, even though we live in
this present world.

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Proistamenos (Pastor)
—Deacon Euthym Kontaxis,
M.D.

Christ’s Resurrection the icon would not

4. Non-Orthodox Chris- | It is truly a miracle that clergy (bishops, priests, deacons) have not contracted any
tians may not receive | illnesses from hundreds of people who receive Holy Communion, who knowing-
Holy Communion, but ly or unknowingly harbor some disease. All clergy completely consume Holy

they may receive the Communion at every weekday and Sunday Liturgy after everyone in church has
Holy Bread at the end | received the Sacrament. In addition, priests on a weekly basis give Holy Com-
of the service. munion to hospital patients stricken with everything from pneumonia to HIV.

5. All Orthodox Christians | Yet, every Sunday and weekday they are celebrating the Divine Liturgy with you
must be spiritually pre- | “hale and hearty” year after year. We note that, down through the ages, ak e
pared to receive the Sac- | there are examples of saintly priests who have administered Holy " c—

rament of Holy Com- Communion to lepers in leper colonies and who never contracted
munion. Please see the leprosy.

priest if you have any &
questions. Let us all, then, receive Holy Communion with faith! +FR. THEODORE "~ ™




Q2g 0 povog anbivog Beodg, o
Xpotog yvopilet v yoxr) Too
kabe avOp®Iov Tov KOOPOoL. XtV
onpepwiv EvayyeAkn)v mept-
KOTIIV, AKOVOAE MG £YVM®PLOE TOV
Natavar)\, yia tov omnoiov eirre,
«l0e aAnbwg lopanAirng ev @ 60 0g
ovk eott.» (loav. 1.48). Mahwota,
KATA auTOV TOV TPOIIOV, O
Natavan\ xkatalapatve 0t o
Inoovg etvat o ®eog, O Onoiog
YVopilel Tov KapOtako Ialpod Tov
kdabe avOpwmoo.

O Beog avelaPe TV «eKOVA» TOL
avbpariov, o omnoiog etvat mhao-
HPEVOG €1G TV EIKOVA KAl TNV
opoiwony tov Beov. Avt 1 Ipay-
PATIKOTNG €LVl EVTOVA ERPAVIS
dla péoov TV aylov eovev, v
AvAOoTOA®OI) TV OMOIWV PVIHOV-
evovpev orfjpepa. H «ev Xprotm»
Cwr) Tov avhpmIov eivat TPOMIOg
Cor)g aglepopevn Ipog doav
®eov. g €K TOLTOV, elvat TPOIOG
Cwr)g oV elvat elKoOvd TG
errovpviov {wr)g, eve (ovpev peoa
0€ TOUTOV TOV EILYELOV KOOHOV.

O Emniokorog NwkoAaog tg
Poopavikrig Opbododov Apytemto-
KOG otV Apepikr| ypaget: «H
erkova faoilerai o1 povo oTnv evoap-
k@01 Tov Y100 T00 O00, alla ka
otnv Avaotaor Tov. Xopig v Ava-
otaon Tov Xp1oTod 1 e1xova dev Oa
NTavV p1a avarapacTaoct] TG Uera-
Hoppouevng (ong, alla povo pia
avauvnotiky {@ypagiky. AvTo onp-
atvel 0T1 1] e1kova Qepver Tov O péoa
pag, eva pag Oiver kar THY KATAVOr o
G (011G HAG WG COUUETEYOVTEG OTH
{1 Too Oe00.»

H Meyd\n Zapakootr etvat pia
EOKA1PLA VA eVIOYDOOLHE TNV MHLOTN
PAg KAt pe avTtov ToV TPOIo va
a@lepmoovpe T (@1 pag otov
Xp1oto onmwg akpipwg Ekavav ot
ayot.

+O ITATHP ©@EOAQPOZ
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means that the icon brings God among us while it also raises us to the
understanding of our life as participants in the life of God.” (“Journey
to Pascha: ‘Sunday of Orthodoxy-The First Sunday of Lent,’”
IOCC publication, pg. 2).

In his book, Our Thoughts Determine our Lives, Elder Thaddeus of
Vitovnica, writes: “Let the mind pray from the heart. Thus, gradually,
we will become accustomed to prayer, and prayer will become a habit to
us..When the Lord sees our endeavors, and sees that we seek Him and
wish to be with Him in all eternity, then He will give us strength, and
the heart then will dwell in our prayer. Then we will do our work while
listening to the prayer in us.”

The Holy Icons are vehicles for prayer. It is fitting, therefore, to
begin the Lenten Season with a procession of Icons through which
we are reminded that this is truly the season to pray. At the heart
of prayer, however, there is the matter of our frame of mind. Pray-
er is not simply “positive thinking,” nor is it a “wish list,” that is
based on our will, rather than on God’s Will. Prayer is less about
asking our Lord to give us things, and more about asking to be the
person that our Lord wants us to become. Prayer is the energy of
our love for God and the people around us. In essence, prayer is
energy on our part directed to Christ our God, which emanates
from within our minds and souls. The fruits of prayer is the acqui-
sition of Wisdom given through the Holy Spirit and the many
gifts of the Spirit. Hence, the value of inner, contemplative, silent
prayer is of primary importance in terms of navigating the many
concerns and challenges in our lives.

The Holy Icons speak unspoken language of God’s love. They re-
flect the peace that is characteristic of a life in God’s Kingdom
where there is no pain, or sorrow or sighing — where there is no
anxiety or fear. It is the language we universally understand, be-
cause it is in our very nature to be able to comprehend it and it is
within the power of our human nature to communicate this
Divine language to those around us.

+FR.THEODORE

EPISTLE -Rom. 13:11-14; 14:1-4
Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now
than when we first believed; the night is
far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then
cast off the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; let us conduct our-
selves becomingly as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in de-
bauchery and licentiousness, not in quar-
reling and jealousy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the

man who is weak in faith, welcome him,
but not for disputes over opinions. One
believes he may eat anything, while the
weak man eats only vegetables. Let not
him who eats despise him who abstains,
and let not him who abstains pass judg-
ment on him who eats; for God has wel-
comed him. Who are you to pass judg-
ment on the servant of another? It is be-
fore his own master that he stands or
falls. And he will be upheld, for God is
able to make him stand.




HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY: Page 3

ANTIPHON 1 : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou...” (By the prayers of the Theotokos...)

Verse 1-- The Lord reigns; He clothed Himself with majesty; the Lord clothed and girded Himself with
power. And He established the world, which shall not be moved.
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”

Verse 2- Who shall tell the mighty deeds of the Lord, who shall make all His praises heard?
Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.

Verse 3- Let those redeemed by the Lord say so, whom He redeemed from the hand of the enemy.
Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”

Chanter(s): Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.
Refrain: “ Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson

ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou...” (Save us, O Son of God...)

Verse 1- Let them give thanks to the Lord for His mercies and His wonders to the sons of men. Let them
exalt Him in the assembly of the people and praise Him in the seat of the elders.
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Verse 2 - The eyes of the Lord are on those who hope in His mercy.
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who Arose from the dead, we sing to You, Alleluia.”

Verse 3 - To hear the groaning of those bound, to set free the sons of the slain.
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O Anastas ek nekron, psallontas si alleluia.”

Doxa Patri ke Yio ke Aghio Pnevinati ke nin ke aei... “O Monogenis Yios ke Logos tou Theou...”

ANTIPHON 1III- This is the day the Lord made; let us greatly rejoice and be glad therein.

Sunday Resurrection Hymn: Ton synanarchon (Tone 5)... (Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, Who for our salvation was born of a Virgin for He willed to be lifted
up bodily upon the Cross, to endure death and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.)

Hymn for The Sunday of Orthodoxy: Tin achrandon eikona Sou... (We venerate Your immaculate icon, O
good Lord, and entreat You to forgive our offences, O Christ our God. By Your own choice you were pleased
to ascend the Cross in the flesh, to deliver us, whom You created, from our slavery to the foe. Therefore we cry
to You with gratitude: You have filled all things with joy, O our Savior, by coming to save the world.)

Hymn for St. George: Os ton ehmaloton eleftherotis...(As the one who sets the captives free and the protec-
tor of the poor; as physician to the sick and champion defender of kings, bearer of trophies are you. O great
martyr George, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls.)

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday: Ti ypermacho...(O Champion General, I your City now ascribe to you
triumphant anthems as the tokens of my gratitude, being rescued from the terrors, O Theotokos. Inasmuch as
you have power unassailable, from all kinds of perils free me so that unto you I may cry aloud: Rejoice, O
unwedded Bride.)

Instead of “Axion Estin,”: Epi Si Cheri ke Charitomeni.... See the English translation on page 135 of our
Divine Liturgy books (“In you, O woman full of grace...)

GOSPEL- Mt. 6:14-21 be seen by men but by your Father who is in secret; and your

The Lord said, "If you forgive men their trespasses, your heaven-
ly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. And
when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly,
| say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast,
anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not

Father who sees in secret will reward you. Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treas-
ure is, there will your heart be also. “
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~\ The Memorial Luncheon today is sponsored by Bernice Shaheen.

WA MEMORIAL —Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Life and Salvation for the fol-
7' lowing servants of our Lord: In loving memory of Wedad Rafeedie and Doris Holmes, be-
loved mother and sister of Bernice Shaheen, grandmother and aunt of Michele Tasoff,
grandmother and mother of Lori & Tim Holmes and Lynn Baba, grandmother of
Katelyn Baba. In loving memory of George Tcharos, beloved husband of Emiliy Tcharos
(3 years). In loving memory of Sotiri Soumalis (40 days) uncle of Tasia Richards. MAY
THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!

PAN-ORTHODOX VESPERS —The Pan-Orthodox Vesper Service celebrating the Sunday of Orthodoxy
will be hosted by the St. Raphael Antiochian Orthodox parish in Thousand Palms, California this evening at
6:00 p.m.

PHILOPTOCHOS - Today is the final deadline to RSVP is you are planning to attend the annual
Philoptochos membership luncheon scheduled for this Saturday, March 14th, 2020 at 11:30 AM. Please
see Tina or Rhonda after church today. We can provide driving directions and/or offer assistance if you
need transportation to the luncheon....Our Philoptochos group was the “Business Angel” sponsor at
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission last Monday, donating $500.00 to sponsor all the meals served on that
day. In addition, several volunteers from our church joined in to serve the noon luncheon to 150 peo-

ple. We have planned another "Volunteer Monday at CVRM” for March 30th, 2020. Please see the
sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the church hall if you are interested in being a volunteer. The time
commitment is from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM (approximately). See Rhonda Latkovic for more details.

STEWARDSHIP - Receiving Stewardship now as the 2020 year is still beginning will go far in helping to
meet the economic needs of our parish going forward.

MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN- Next Sunday, March 15th, we will dedicate our new Memorial Wall Foun-
tain which has been installed at the corner of our church office edifice opposite the Memorial Wall.

AHEPA — Applications for the AHEPA Fr. T. P. Theophilos Memorial Scholarship are available online
at: www.ahepa528.0rg, where information is also posted regarding offering donations for this scholarship
fund. Applications must be sent in by April so that awards can be granted on AHEPA Sunday in May.

PARISH HALL — Any future decorative donations for the church hall must be presented and approved
by the Decorating Committee of our Parish Council. See or call Becky Allen at (760) 699-5439.

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Today, Mary 8th..................... Pan-Orthodox Vespers —6:00 p.m. at St. Raphael
Monday, March 9th................. Philopthochos Board Meeting- 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 10th................ Bible Study- 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 11th........... Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy - 6:00 p.m.

Parish Council Meeting- 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 12th.............. Choir Practice - 1:00 p.m.
Friday, March 13th.................. Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy- 9:00 a.m.

Salutation Service (Second Stanza) - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 14th.............. Philoptochos Membership Luncheon —11:30 a.m. (see enclosed flier)



SERVICE OF THE PROCESSION OF THE HOLY ICONS

Following the conclusion of the Doxology, the altar boys and those participating in the Procession,

with Icons, fans and candles, proceed in a counter-clockwise direction, stopping at four stations as

the faithful chant: “Your undefiled icon we venerate Lord, asking for forgiveness of all our faults, O
Christ our God; for of Your own will You were pleased to ascend in the flesh upon the Cross to de-

liver those You created from the bondage of the foe. Wherefore, in thanksgiving we cry to You: You

have filled all things with joy, O our Savior, now that You have come to save all the world.”

At the first station, the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the health and salvation of all Ortho-
dox Christians. The priest concludes with: “For You are a merciful God Who loves mankind and to
You do we give glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit now and forever and to the ages
of ages.” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the second station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the Eternal Life and blessed
memory of our sacred forefathers and relatives. The priest concludes: “For You are the Resurrec-
tion, the Life and the Repose...” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the third station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the safe-keeping of our Church clergy
and lay leaders, parents, grandparents and relatives. The priest concludes with, “For You are a mer-
ciful God Who loves mankind...” The faithful then chant the above hymn again.

At the fourth station the Deacon exclaims petitions praying for the safe-keeping of our Church and
our general community. As before, the priest concludes with, “For You are a merciful God Who
loves mankind...”

The Priest then reads the Synodikon Statement, as the faithful follow along:

“As the Prophets beheld; as the Apostles have taught; as the Teachers have dogmatized; as the Uni-
verse has agreed; as grace has shown forth: As Truth was revealed; as falsehood has been dissolved;
as wisdom has presented; as Christ awarded: Thus we declare; thus we assert; thus we preach
Christ our True God, and honor His Saints in words; in writings; in thoughts; in sacrifices; in
churches; in Holy Icons; on the one hand worshiping and reverencing Christ as God and Lord, and
on the other, honoring them as true servants of the same Lord of all and offering them the proper
veneration. This is the Faith of the Apostles; this is the Faith of the Fathers; This is the Faith of the
Orthodox. This is the Faith which has established the universe. Furthermore, to these messengers of
piety, with brotherly and fatherly love and reverence, in glory and honor of piety for which they
fought, we praise and cry out: of all the defenders of Orthodoxy, pious kings, most holy Patriarchs,
bishops, teachers, martyrs, confessors, Eternal be their memory.” The faithful respond; “Memory
Eternal; Memory Eternal; Memory Eternal”.

The Priest continues: “We today, entreating God that we be instructed and strengthened by their
exploits and struggles and teachings for piety unto death, and praying to become imitators of their
Godly life unto the end, may we prove worthy of all these requests by the compassion and grace of
Christ the Great and First Arch-Priest and our True God; through the intercessions of our Most
Glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, the God-like Angels and all the Saints, Amen.”

Then all the faithful chant: “Who is so great a God as our God! You are the God Who works won-
ders.” This stanza is repeated after each of the following verses: — “You have made known Your
power to the nations.” — “And I said: Now I began to understand; this is a change in the work of
the right hand of the Most High.” — “I remember the works of the Lord; for I will remember Your
wonders from the beginning.”

Then, the faithful together read the Creed on page 42 of our Divine Liturgy Books.
The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great begins.




St. George Greek Orthodox Church Of the besert
Festival Gross Sales + Vendor & Advertising Income

January through December 2020

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income ;
4600 - Special Event Income
4700 - Festival Income
4701 - Advertising
4702 - Booth Fee
4703 - Cash Donation
4703.1 - Church Tours
4703.3 - Festival Workers Donation
4703.4 - Photo Booth
4703.5 - Yia Yia's Corner
4703 - Cash Donation - Other
Total 4703 - Cash Donation
4704 - Food Sales
4705 - Loukoumathes
4706 - Grill Sales
4708 - Dinner Sales
4709 - Pastries
4710 - Appetizers
4713 - Festival Late Sales - Food
Total 4704 - Food Sales
4715 - Coffee & Bar Sales
4717 - Greek Coffee
4718 - Bar Sales
4718.1 - Courtyard Bar
4718.2 - Parking Lot Bar
4718 - Bar Sales - Other
Total 4718 - Bar Sales
Total 4715 - Coffee & Bar Sales
4720 - Greek Store
4730 - Greek Festival Entrance Fees
4730.1 - Back Gate
4730.2 - Front Gate
Total 4730 - Greek Festival Entrance Fees
4735 - Kid's Games
Total 4700 - Festival Income
Total 4600 - Special Event Income
4800 - Sunday School Income
4803 - Donations from Greek Festival
Total 4800 - Sunday School Income
Total Tenative Unaudited Income

Nick A Kaperonis
Treasurer

Jan -Dec 20 Jan -Dec 19
-

8,505.00 3,400.00
11,500.00 10,250.00
874.00 724.15
1,110.00 1,855.00
428.00 302.53
2,806.50 1,189.65
1,643.00 2,176.00
6,861.50 6,247.33
6,703.10 5,274.15
62,872.20 48,509.58
40,643.30 29,969.90
25,234.00 18,690.00
5,132.35 4,408.25
0.00 1,449.00
140,584.95 108,300.88
2,908.00 1,980.00
6,588.50 3,824.55
14,560.22 9,992.11
422.00 273.00
21,570.72 14,089.66
24.478.72 16,069.66
7,105.08 6.319.55:
4,185.00 2,893.00
14,922.00 12,147.85
19,107.00 15,040.85
2,280.00 2,136.65
220,422.25 167,764.92
220,422.25 167,764.92
2,405.00 1,327.00
2,405.00 1,327.00
222.,827.25 169,091.92
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