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Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

those who love Christ to also: “Kiss one
another with a holy kiss.” (1 Corinthians
16:20). Yet, as we say the prayers in
preparation for Holy Communion, we
pledge: “...I will not speak of Your Myster-
ies to Your enemies, nor will I give You a
kiss as did Judas...”

The one “kiss” is an expression of love
for Christ and for our fellow human be-
ing. The other is an expression of be-

courage and hope: “...Watch, stand firm
in the faith; have courage. Let everything
of yours be with love.” (1 Corinthians
16:13). The other is born from fear and
self-centeredness.

Let us take note how St. Paul draws
our attention to how he himself is
comforted by the presence of his co-
workers, providing the opportunity
for us to comprehend the value of our

Continued on Page 2

of the vineyard.”

words from The Orthodox Study Bible.

the Last Judgment...

Him..” (pg. 1527).

vineyard and find salvation.

“’Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead’ (Jam. 2:17).”

..." Through God'’s mercy, we are justified by faith and empowered by_ 3
God for good works or deeds of righteousness that bring glory to :

With God'’s help and mercy, we can do good deeds in His
+FR. THEODORE

TAKING CARE OF THE LORD’S VINEYARD

Being placed in the vineyard of our Lord is the gift of life itself. It is by God's
mercy that we are alive and the salvation of our souls is, likewise, a gift of God’s
mercy. Our Eternal Life is based on our faith in Christ our God, the “Householder

Understanding our relationship with our Lord on this matter is aided by a few

“For Orthodox Christians, faith is living, dynamic, continuous — never static or merely
point-in-time. Faith is not something a Christian exercises only at one critical moment,
expecting it to cover all the rest of his life. True faith is not just a decision; it’s a way of
life. Thus the Orthodox Christian sees salvation in at least three aspects: a) I have been
saved, being joined to Christ in Holy Baptism; b) I am being saved, growing in Christ
through the Sacramental life of the Church; and, c) I will be saved, by the mercy of God at
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toug Koprvbioog mov akovoape
orjpepa, o Aytog ITadog {nta aro
EKELVODG ITOL aydariovy tov Xploto:
«Aomaoaobe aAAdoog ev iAnuat
ayia.» (1 Kop. 16:20). Qotooo, 611eg
Aépe mPOOELYEG IPOG TIPOE-
towpaoia ywa my Ocia Kowaevia,
deopevopaote «...0v un yap toig
exbpoig Xov To Moothpiov eirw,o00
Pilnpa Zor dwow kabdmep o lovoag...»

To éva "@iAnpa" etvat ékgpaon g
aydmnng ya tov Xptoto Kat yid ToV
oovavOparo pag. To aAlo etvat
ékppaon rpodooiag. H dragopa
petado tov dvo nnydaletat ano
peoa otig yoyeg pag. To éva
Paotletat oTig apeTeg TG MOTEWG,
tov Bappovg kat tng eAmidag:
«Ipnyopeite, OTNKETE €V T1] TTOTEL,
avdpileobe, kpataiovobe" ravra vpuwv
ev ayamn yevéobw» (1 Kop. 16:14). To
Ao yevvietat armo Qoo Kat
EYWDKEVTPLOHO.
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Emiong, O Aytog ITabAog pag
Iapnyopet pe To prto Tov «uapav
abal» (1 Kop. 16: 22). Ilpaypatt, o
Xprotog etvat padi pag xabe
otypn). Ag pnv Sexacovpey avtiv
TV IPAYHRATIKOTHTAV IOTE, MOTE
va pnv etoéAbovpev otov melypacpo
va Tov npodwoovpe.

Ag ripooevynOodpe yua v
evioyLOr) TG NioTEMG Pag Kat yia
TV aydrn, ®OoTe Va KANpovo-
prjooovpe TV Atwviov Zoi).
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prayers for others and our Christ-like presence in the lives of our fel-
low human beings.

Also, St. Paul comforts us with his adage: “Our Lord, Come!” [Maran-
atha] (1 Corinthians 16:22). Truly, Christ is with us at every moment.
Let us never forget this reality so that we do not enter into the temp-
tation to betray Him.

In today’s Gospel passage, our Lord, by way of His parable, spoke
about the betrayal of the wicked servants of the vineyard. Let us
rightly assume that these servants enjoyed all of the benefits of the
vineyard in which they served. They ate and drank from the fruits of
this vineyard, just as we benefit from the many blessings that God
grants to us through the Church (God’s Kingdom on earth). These
blessings are conveyed by means of the very earth that God created.

Indeed, our Lord’s vineyard is a Kingdom comprised of both the
world of the present -- the “here and now,” and the Eternal Life of His
Heavenly realm -- the “forever and unto the ages of ages.” Loving our
Lord now, will lead to our Eternal presence in His Heavenly vineyard

forever. Betraying our Lord now, is a matter of abusing and rejecting

the people and the very creation that surrounds us, thereby rendering
our attitudes and behaviors as a betrayal against ourselves for which
we are eternally accountable.

We should be truly fear our potential to betray our Lord, because this
potential is very much a part of our fallen personality. It is why we
lie; it is why we cheat. In fact, let us assume that this is the fear that
we have when we find ourselves before Christ our God. Have we be-
trayed Him? Do we betray Him? For this reason St. Paul urges us to
be watchful over ourselves. Judas betrayed our Lord because greed
was interwoven into his mentality -- greed being founded in large
part by deceptions and a lack of faith. St. Peter “betrayed” our Lord
by way of denying Him three times. His betrayal was based on fear.

Thus, if we want to love our Savior and those around us, let us pray
for increased faith, courage and love so that we can show ourselves to
be faithful stewards of our Lord’s vineyard and inherit His blessings
unto eternity.

+FR. THEODORE

NOTE: When unable to attend Church Services in person due to
state regulations regarding the Coronavirus or personal illness, fol-
low the Divine Liturgy through live-steaming provided by various
Archdiocese parishes at:_httpsy//www.goarch.org/live-broadcasts.
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PRAYERS FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES
“Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed are You at Your throne

of the glory of Your Kingdom, seated above the Cherubic angels, now and forever and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.”

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and bod-
ies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy,
good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE --1 Corinthians 16:13-24 GOSPEL - St. Matthew 21:33-42

Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be coura-
geous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. Now,

The Lord said this parable, "There was a householder who
planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a

brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were
the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted them-
selves to the service of the saints; | urge you to be subject to
such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. | rejoice at
the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicos, be-
cause they have made up for your absence; for they re-
freshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such
men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca,
together with the church in their house, send you hearty
greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet
one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with
my own hand. If any one has no love for the Lord, let him be
accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants,
and went into another country. When the season of fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his
fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants,
more than the first; and they did the same to them. After-
ward he sent his son to them, saying 'They will respect my
son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to them-
selves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his in-
heritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the vine-
yard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vine-
yard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you never
read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the builders re-
jected has become the head of the corner; this was the
Lord's doing, and it was marvelous in our eyes?"

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

MEMORIAL -- Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and salvation for the soul of the servant
of God, Fr. Peter Laskaris, the beloved brother of Chris Laskaris. May our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ grant Eternal Rest to Fr. Peter Laskaris and may He grant peace and comfort to his sister-in-law
and brother, Annette and Chris Laskaris. MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

Tuesday, September 8th............... NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS

Wednesday, September 9th- Thursday, September 10th.....Fr. Ted will “attend” the Archdiocese Clergy-
Laity Congress, which will be held in the “zoom format.”



