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Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

state: 1) his “thanksgiving “ for making
him proud; 2) his self-righteousness; 3)
his deceptions.

Regarding the attitude of the Pharisee,
St. Theophan the Recluse notes,
“Whoever finds grace finds it by means of
faith and zeal, says St. Gregory of Sinai,
and not by zeal alone. However painstaking
our work, so long as we omit to surrender
ourselves to God while performing it, we fail
to attract God’s grace, and our efforts build
up within us not so much a true spirit of

“thanksgiving” that the Pharisee ex-
pressed was not an expression of grat-
itude for having received God’s grace,
but for having the feeling of pride in
himself.

Self-pride is the mother of self-
righteousness. Hence, the Pharisee felt
justified in comparing himself favora-
bly against others -- thieves, adulter-
ers, and even the tax-collector. In turn,
it is the spirit of self-righteousness, not

Continued on Page 2

APOSTOLIC TRADITION —

have learned them...” (2 Timothy 3:14).

In today’s passage from St. Paul’s Second Epistle to
Timothy, we find a reference from St. Paul himself to Apostolic Tradition. Apos-
tolic Tradition consists of two parts: 1) the unwritten Tradition, which is com-
prised of the life-style of the Apostolic Christians, and, 2) the written Tradition,
which consists of the Books of the Holy Bible and the writings of the Saints. For
Orthodox Christians, both unwritten and written Tradition are equal in authority.

A careful look at the text of this Epistle passage helps us to understand the value
of Apostolic Tradition. Noting that society in the world at large is riddled with
deceptions and delusions — people “deceiving and being deceived” — it is impera-
tive that we follow the advice that St. Paul gives to Timothy. He advises us to
“continue in the things [we] have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom [we]

As Orthodox Christians, we have learned the Holy Scriptures form our Samts,
beginning from the Apostles themselves. By living the Bible, we see - cammme
how the Bible is put into practice, through which the mentality of Y
the Apostolic Church is shared. At the same time, this is the

Orthodox Church. This way, we avoid the deceptions of the - @/
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the Holy Scriptures.

world. Through his Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul tells us to follow
his example of steadfastness in the Faith, which is proclaimed in




Yndapyoov tpia péprn otV Ipooev-
x1) Tov Papiroatov mov deiyvoov
TNV OTOTIKI) IIVEDHATIKI) TOL KATA-
otaon: 1) n «omeprpavn evyxap-
1otia» ToL IPog Tov Be0. 2) 1) Yev-
KT 10¢a oo nept dikatoovvng. 3)
ot eSamnatr)oelg Tov.

Ooov agopa ) otaorn tov Papro-
atov, o Aytog @eopavng o Aokntrg
onpewvey, «Omotog evpioker yapy Ty
evpioxer pe oty kar (Ao, Aéyer o
Ayiog I'pryopiog Tov Z1va kai 0yt povo
ue Cnro. Ooo epmeproratwpévy 1
00vAe1d pag, apkel va IapadOooOvHE TOV
eavTo pag otov O KATa TV EKTEAEOH
6. AAI®S, aoTLYYAVODUE Va TTPo0-
eAxvoovpe 1 yapn Too Ocod, kat o1
npooTabelég pag dev avanrdooovtal
péoa pag. Emiong, orepodueda amo o
mvevpa tg ainbng yapirog kar
gyoope povov to vedpa tov Papioai-
ov.» (H Téyvn g Ipooeoyns,
2ovvtaln: Igumen Chariton of Vala-
mo, oe\. 137). Ovotaotikd, 1)
«goyaplotia» Moo egEppaoce o
daproaiog dev 1tav EKppaor)
EDYVOHUOOLVNG Y1d T XAPL TOVL
®eod, al\d yia to atobnpa g
DIIEPNPAVELAG TIEPT TOL EAVLTOV TODL.

H vniepngaveia etvat ) preépa g
DIIOKPLOLAG. £2G €K TOLTOV, O
daproaiog atobavOnke dikatooy-
NPEVOG VA OLYKPLVEL TOV EALTO TOD
€OVOIKA pe AANOVG - OV TOVG KAEP-
TeG, OAV TOLG POLYELEG, KAl AKOHN
oav tov TeAwvrn. Me 1t ogpa tov,
€LVl TO IIVELPA TIG DIIOKPLOLAG, OXL
1] Xap1g Tov Oeod, oL €dwoe OTOV
daproaiov va vopioet ot frav
dkatoAoynpevog yia va Kpivet Kkat
va katadikalet aAovg,.

O Tehovng exatalafe v apaptia
Tov. Eviooe petavoia kat kat mapé-
HEWVE TATEIVOG EVOITIOV TOL BOg0v.
I'a avto akpPag o Tehmvng
edikatoloyr)Onke amo tov Kopo
pag xat oxt o Gapioatog,.

+O [TATHP ©EOAQPOX

Page 2

the grace of God, that makes him feel justified in judging and con-
demning others.

Finally, there is the issue of the Pharisee’s deceptions. Giving himself
credit for “keeping the Law,” by fasting and tithing means that such
efforts are not offered out of love for God, but out of his fantasy that
God owes him. Hence, he is thankful that God gives him what he is
“owed” as the result of his spiritual efforts.

In fact, both the Pharisee and the tax-collector are wretched sinners.
The Pharisee would eventually cry out for the murder of Christ; the
tax-collector would have continued to work as a traitor and a robber
against God’s People. The difference is in the fact that the tax-collector
comprehended his sin; he felt remorse for his sin, and was humble before
God. He knew that his only hope for spiritual, emotional and mental
wellness could only come through God’s mercy, even though, in hu-
mility, he knew he was unworthy of such mercy. His prayer indicates
a kind of “hail-Mary” hope in God’s love, which, as our Savior point-
ed out, is in constant supply to those who sincerely and with all their
souls seek it. That is exactly why the tax-collector was justified by our
Lord and the Pharisee was not.

From the tax-collector, then, we learn how to relate to Christ our God.
We become aware of our weaknesses and faults, comprehending our
need for Christ’s love and forgiveness. With a spirit of remorse, we sin-
cerely seek to correct our errors by understanding the “mind of the
Church,” (which is at the same time, the “mind of the Bible”). To do
this, we must be humble before our Lord as we seek forgiveness and
enlightenment from the grace of the Holy Spirit. These are the steps
and elements that make our relationship with Christ our God genuine
and fruitful. At the same time, they are the spiritual components that
make our relationships with other people meaningful and rewarding.
In this respect, our prayer becomes a way of life -- an entire personali-
ty in itself. True prayer is living prayer, giving the world a true picture
of one who loves God. Such “pictures” are the icons of our Saints.
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BIBLE STUDY —Tuesday February 16, 2020 - 10:00 a.m.
Join the Zoom Bible Study Meeting by clicking on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86578988907 ?pwd=cFBoaDg3b25hdTU1L301NDV2ay83dz09

Meeting ID: 865 7898 8907
Passcode: 919868

Or, using your cell phone, call:1 699 900 6833 and dial in the Meeting ID and Passcode num-
bers. We will be studying the following passages: St. 15:11-32

NOTE: When unable to attend Church Services in person due to
state regulations regarding the Coronavirus or personal illness, fol-
low the Divine Liturgy through live-steaming provided by various
Archdiocese parishes at: https//www.goarch.org/live-broadcasts.




PRAYERS FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES
“Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed are You at Your throne of the glory
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% "“; of Your Kingdom, seated above the Cherubic angels, now and forever and unto the ages of ages.

' Amen.”

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes

of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for Your blessed
commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life, thinking and doing all
these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory to-
gether with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever

and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE— 2 Timothy 3: 10-15

Timothy, my son, you have observed my teaching, my con-
duct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my
steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell
me at Antioch, at Iconion, and at Lystra, what persecutions |
endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. Indeed all
who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecut-
ed, while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in
what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have
been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL—St. Luke 18-10-14

The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up into the tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, | thank
you that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adul-
terers, or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week, |
give tithes of all that | get.' But the tax collector, standing far
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' | tell you,
this man went down to his house justified rather than the
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but
he who humbles himself will be exalted."

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today............ Sunday School (Metropolis of San Francisco: “Lenten Journey to Pascha”) - 12:30-1:30 p.m.
—St. George Philoptochos “Feeding the Hungry Food Drive” begins (Sunday,
February 21st —Sunday, February 28th)

Tuesday, February 23rd....Bible Study —10:00 a.m. (“Zoom” format)

FEEDING THE HUNGRY

FOOD DRIVE

List of needed items:
2 lb. Packaged Spaghetti

14 oz. Boxed Mac & Cheese

. Canned Tuna 4-Pack

. Canned Chicken Broth
14-15 oz. Canned Soup

Asst. Sizes Cereal
Asst. Sizes

sponsored by St. George Ladies Philoptochos
donations to be given to The Narrow Door Food Bank

Please bring your non-perishable food donations to the church
hall from 9:30 am - 2:00 pm Monday thru Friday the week of
February 21-28, 2021 or on Sunday from 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

15-24 oz. Canned Spaghetti Sauce
15-28 oz. Canned Crushed Tomatoes
15-29 oz. Canned Mixed Vegetables
. Plastic Jar Peanut Butter

. Boxed Instant Potatoes

Powdered or Boxed Milk

**Please no glass containers and no opened packages

Thank you for your support!




