JANUARY 24, 2021

i [sT. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT

74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

THE LADDER

I PRAYER: 3 IMPORTANT THINGS

sinner. The bright light of our Resur-

Mailing Address:

1ng rected Christ revealed to him the truth
P.O. Box 4755 There are three themes that can be not- of Christ’s love. Christ's light re-
Palm Desert, CA.92261 ed from today’s Epistle and Gospel pas- vealed the darkness of his soul, while

Tel: (760) 568-9901
or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Proistamenos (Pastor)

—Deacon Euthym Kontaxis,
M.D.

Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

sages: the themes of 1) sin; 2) prayer,
and 3) glory to God.

In his First Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul
explained that he considered himself to
be a sinner. In fact, he said that he was a
sinner...”of whom I am the chief.” (1 Tim-
othy 1:15). Indeed, he was an accom-
plice to the murder of the first Christian
martyr, St. Stephen, and his intimidat-
ing persecution against Christians led
him to feel as though he was an awful

at the same time, it blinded him physi-
cally. When his sight was restored by
Ananias (Acts 9: 3-19), his soul was
also enlightened and he was pulled
out from the darkness of a lost con-
science. Like the blind man of today’s
Gospel passage, once his sight was re-
stored, he became a follower of Christ
and glorified His Name.

Sin is an attitude; a thought; a word,

Continued on Page 2
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St. Paul serves as an example for all of us so that we may never
be in despair of our salvation. “Throughout the Old and New Test-
aments and Church History, the greatest sinners have often become the = &
most notable saints (Moses, Rahab, David, Photini — the woman at the
well, Matthew, Paul , St. Mary of Eqypt).” Orthodox Study Bible,
+FR. THEODORE

ST. PAUL CONFESSES HIS SINS —In his First Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul pro-
vides an example showing how to confess sins. At the same time, he provides the
example of hope in our Savior’s forgiveness. In 1 Timothy 1:13, he expresses a
deep sorrow for his ignorance and unbelief, implying that, in themselves, they
offer no excuse for committing sins. In fact, it is because of these two qualities that
he became a “chief” sinner, committing sins of blasphemy, insolence and hatred,
through which he persecuted those who followed Christ.

For St. Paul, there were no excuses for his sins. In his life of repentance, he would
always give thanks to our Lord for making him worthy and able to perform His
ministry. Even though he was “the chief among sinners,” he was grateful for the
opportunity to experience the love and faith which are founded in the Person of
Christ. The faith, love, mercy and longsuffering that St. Paul received from Jesus
became the very blessings that St. Paul shared with those around him as “a pattern
to those who were going to believe on [Christ] for everlasting life.” (1 Timothy 1:16)




Zv IIpotn tov EmotoAr) npog
tov Tipobeo, o Ay. ITavAog eSrjynoe
0Tt efempPovoe TOV eaLTO TOL apdp-
TOAO. ZTNV DPAYPATIKOTTA, eirle
OTLI)TAV APAPTONOS ... «@V TPWOTOG
et eyw,» Onwg 1o £ypaye o idog. (1
Tipobeo 1:15). I[Mpayparty, frav
ovvepyog ot dologovia tov Ipw-
TOPAPTLPOG, Ay. ZTEPAVOD, KAl 1
eK@QOP1oTiKr] ToL Olwdr) evavtiov
TOV XPlOTIAV®V TOV €KAVE Vd
atofavetat oav va ntav o mo

PoPepdg ApAPT®AOG,.

To évtovo @wg tov Avaotnpévoo
Xprotoo £dwoe otov Ay. I[TavAo va
yvoptoet v air|feia nepti g
OeiK1)g aydrng Kat, TADTOXPOVaG,
EYVOPIOE TO OKOTAOL OTHV WPOXHV
100. Oneg 0 TOPAOG TG ONPEPIVIIG
EvayyeAiki)g mepukortr)g, poAtg
AroKataotadnke 1o gwmg tov, 0 Ay.
ITabAog eyive oovVEPYATNG HE TOV
Xp1oto kat edoSale 1o Ovopda Too
pe evav tpomno {wr)g evyaplotiag.

H apaptia etvat pua otdon, pa
OKEYD), pa AEQn), 1)/ Kat pd mpadn
oo eivat avtibetn pe v wpnon
TV evtoAwv Tov Koptlov pag, o
Omnotog pag ayana. H apaptia
oovOEeTatl pe To oKoTady, ylatt
KpOLPet ) 008a Tov ZwWTH)POG paAg,.
TeAkd, n apaptia okovpaivet )
ovveldnor) pag, £Tol ®oTe, avtl va
elvat KATL IOV TIPETIEL VA ATIOPED-
OLLE, ElVal KATL IOV SKALONO-
yeitat

Me 1o va evyapiotrjoovpev tov Oeo
Y T poTIoN TG OFixng Aydrng
kat g Zogiag Tov yiverat tavto-
XPOV®S P IIPOOELXT] Y1 ONOKAT)-
p1) TNV KOWOTNTA 0TV oIotav
Covpe. Kata Babog, avto evvoeitat
Kabwg aKkoOHeV TV AELTOLPIKY
attnon: «Ta kala xar coppépovra Taig
PoyaLg MUV Kar EPHVRY TO KOOU®,
mapa Tov Kopiov artnooueda.»
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and/or a deed that is contrary to observing Commandments of our
Lord, Who loves us. Sin is associated with darkness, because it con-
ceals the glory of our Savior. Ultimately, sin darkens our conscience
and weakens it, so that, rather than being something to be avoided, it
becomes something to be justified. As a result, the lines that help us
know the difference between right and wrong are distorted, and it
seems that everything we say or do is “relative” to our feelings in the
face of some given situation. Such is a form of spiritual blindness.

Spiritual blindness due to sin leads to the same thing as physical
blindness. Aimlessness grabs a hold on us, due to lack of proper vi-
sion. We are lost; we stumble around; we hurt ourselves and others.
In the effort to find solutions to pain and illness, we find ourselves
praying for the gift of spiritual insight and enlightenment. By analogy,
such was the case of the blind man of today’s Gospel.

Enlightenment from our Lord is a three-fold gift: 1) we pray and thus
acquire God’s Love and Wisdom; 2) we find ways to resist temptation
and avoid sin, whereby we become like the saints, and, 3) we inspire
others to love God and to change the atmosphere of a community,
drawing others to openly worship and glorify God. Indeed, Christ
knows what we need even before we pray. By praying, however, we
enter into the mind of Christ and we come to understand the great
love and mercy that we acquire through our relationship with Him.
We can then truly share this love and mercy with those around us.

Once St. Paul and the blind man of today’s Gospel could “see” they
were moved to glorify our Savior with a life-style of thanksgiving. By
giving thanks to our Savior, we glorify Him at the same time, which
brings peace to our souls and for the entire community in which we
live. This is the deeper meaning behind the words that we hear dur-
ing the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, with this supplication: “For
all things that are good and beneficial for our souls and for peace in the whole
world, let us ask the Lord.”

+FR. THEODORE

BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 - 10:00 a.m.

Join the Zoom Bible Study Meeting by clicking on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86578988907 ?pwd=cFBoaDg3b25hdTU1L301NDV2ay83dz09

Meeting ID: 865 7898 8907
Passcode: 919868

Or, using your cell phone, call:1 699 900 6833 and dial in the Meeting ID and Passcode num-
bers. We will be studying the following passages: _St. Luke 19:1-10 .

NOTE: When unable to attend Church Services in person due to
state regulations regarding the Coronavirus or personal illness, fol-
low the Divine Liturgy through live-steaming provided by various
Archdiocese parishes at: httpsy//www.goarch.org/live-broadcasts.




PRAYERS FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

 “Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed are You at Your throne of the glory
of Your Kingdom, seated above the Cherubic angels, now and forever and unto the ages of ages.
' Amen.”
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, “Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes
of our mmds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for Your blessed
commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life, thinking and doing all
these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory to-
gether with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever
and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE: 1 Timothy 1:15-17 sitting by the roadside begging; and hearing a multitude going
by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of Naz-
areth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of
David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and com-
manded him to be brought to him; and when he came near,
he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He said,
“Lord, let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him,
"Receive your sight; your faith has made you well." And im-
mediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying
God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners. And | am the foremost of sinners; but | received mercy
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display His perfect patience for an example to those who
were to believe in Him for eternal life. To the King of Ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory to the
ages of ages. Amen.

GOSPEL: St. Luke 18:35-43

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today........cooooiiiiiii Sunday School —11:30 a.m. (“zoom” format)
Tuesday, January 26th.........Bible Study —10:00 a.m.

— Next Sunday, January 31st....STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY -Everyone is asked to offer their 2021
St. George Stewardship Pledge Cards to be blessed during the
special prayer service following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

— In two weeks, February 7th: ~ -Philoptochos Virtual Coffee Hour

-AHEPA Virtual Super Bowl Party

Each block costs

_____am

SUPER BOWL

AHEPA 528
4™ ANNUAL

510 POOL SQUARES

FUN FOR EVERYONE
We will have Zoom start at 3:30 pm

Payment arrangements can be made via
check, etc. by sending email to:
contact@ahepa528.org

Livestream and ZOOM
after each Quarter to announce winner!
Donate online, AHEPA528.0RG

Scholarship awards benefit members of
Saint George Church and the AHEPA 528 Family
AHEPA CHAPTER 528
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
42-215 WASHINGTON ST. A-154
PALM DESERT, CA 92211

SUPER BOWL PARTY

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE EVENT WILL GO TO SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Please make any checks to AHEPA Chapter 528 or donate online

$10 and multiple
blocks can be
purchased.

Please visit
Ahepa528 org
information or
emall.
contact@ahepa528.org

H#Hfaceboo

== LIVESTREAM

WYNN@AHEPA528.0RG
760.832.2825




