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season after Pentecost is one in which the
Scriptural passages that are read during
the Divine Liturgy emphasize the quali-
ties that we are to acquire in order to be-
come saints and which are common
among all the Saints of the Church.

God implanted His Law in our souls
when we were created. Thus, we are all

of our love for God and others. The
example of God’s love for us is found
in the Person of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who gave Himself to the ex-
treme for our salvation.

It is this example that compelled St.
Paul and St. Euphemia (whose
memory we commemorate today), as
well as all the Saints, to become mar-
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& ST. EUPHEMIA THE GREAT MARTYR

3. When receiving Holy
Communion, make the | Today we commemorate St. Euphemia the Great Martyr. St. Euphemia was
Sign of the Cross, state likely born around 280-285 A.D. to Christian parents, Philphronos and Theodo-
your name (baptismal |sia. As an adult, she was arrested for refusing to offer sacrifices to the false god,
name) , and naturally | Ares. After suffering various tortures, she died in the arena at Chalcedon in 303
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5. All Orthodox Christians % DECH O

must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

appeared in her hands.

St. Euphemia is a widely venerated as a saint among all Ortho- . £
dox Christians, not only for her virginity and martyrdom, but =@
also for her strengthening of the Orthodox Christian Faith.
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and the salvation of our parents, children and the people around us.

Faith in Christ our God and love for Him are what prompt us to over-
come our fears and anxieties. Faith and love are the same attributes
that we are called to have as we approach for Holy Communion.
From today’s Gospel passage, we hear the words of our Savior urging
us to trust Him. Such faith is to be made evident by way of our overall
life-style.

St. Paul, in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians, which we heard to-
day, presents this life-style, not only as a description of his own way
of life, but as a description of the life-style of all the Saints. It is a life-
style of self-sacrifice for the glory of our Lord in order to bring about
the salvation of others. It is the ultimate characterization of the life-
style of love.

In essence, God-centered love disengages us from self-centeredness.
Hence, regardless of the obstacles; the set-backs, and the opinions of
others, we strive to focus our efforts on putting the love of God into
action. St. Maximos the Confessor explained God’s love this way:
“’But I say to you,” the Lord says, ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you. Pray for those who persecute you.” Why did He command these
things? So that He might free you from hatred, sadness, anger and grudges,
and might grant you the greatest possession of all, perfect love, which is im-
possible to possess except by the one who loves all equally in imitation of
God.” (Philokalia, Vol. 2, “Second Century on Love”).

+FR. THEODORE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMORIAL - Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and
Salvation of the servant of God, Jack Shaheen the beloved husband
of Bernice Shaheen and the beloved father of Michele Tasoff and
Michael Shaheen. Also today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal
Rest and Salvation of Albert Refeedie, the beloved father of Bernice
Shaheen and Rick Refeedie, the beloved nephew of Bernice
Shaheen. May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ grant Eternal Rest
and Salvation to Jack Shaheen, Albert Refeedie and Rick Refeedie
and may He grant peace and comfort to Bernice Shaheen and her
family. MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!

Tuesday, July 13th..........Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. (via “Zoom"):
Join Zoom Meeting: https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/ 836548950897
pwd=RDhkdIZWRDBhZmYyZCsyanUwdU91Z2z09

You may also join by entering: https.//zoom.us/join in your com-
puter search engine at the top left corner of your screen and then en-
ter the Meeting ID: 836 5489 5089 & Passcode: 247288 when prompt-
ed. You may also call in by cell phone at: 1 669 900 6833 and enter the
herein noted Meeting ID number and Passcode.




PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

Page 3

. “Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes of
our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and

bodzes and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and
life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE --2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Brethren, working together with him, then, we entreat you
not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At the
acceptable time | have listened to you, and helped you on the
day of salvation." Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold,
now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings,
imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity,
knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine
love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weap-
ons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in
honor and dishonor, inill repute and good repute. We are
treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and
yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing eve-
rything.

GOSPEL - St. Matthew 6:22-33

The Lord said, "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye
is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is
not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore |
tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat
or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which
of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life?
And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today
is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not
be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we
drink?' or 'What shall we wear? For the Gentiles seek all these
things; and your heavenly Father knows you need them all.
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things shall be yours as well."

NOTE: Our beloved organist and dear friend, Marge Guericke, passed away early Wednesday morning,
July 7, 2021 while in hospice care. Marge was truly dedicated to the continued growth and success of our
parish choir ministry. Since 1989 she served as organist for our choir on Sundays and she also served for
various wedding ceremonies and celebrations of our parishioners. She was our parish organist serving
over many years with our choir directors: Emily Tcharos, Krisann Kontaxis, and Annette Laskaris.
Marge will be missed by all of us and by all who knew her.



ST. GEORGE GOLF TOURNAMENT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
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Everyone is asked to help make our upcoming St. George Golf Tourna-
ment on September 25th a success! Items are needed for the silent auction
that will be offered at the awards banquet following the tournament.

Items can be works of art, golf equipment, pre-paid dinner reservations,
pre-paid golf rounds, tickets for travel, dinner ware, decorative table set-
tings, electronic accessories, and the like.

Please start collecting silent auction items next month (August) so that
items can be prepared and priced. Also, please call our parish office, or Fr.
Ted regarding dates and times for these items to be brought to the church.

Registration material for participating in the golf tournament will be sent
out in the near future. St. George golfers: make plans to join in for this im-
portant event and bring your friends! The tournament will be held at
Desert Willow Golf Resort in Palm Desert.




