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Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

heard as today’s Gospel passage was
read. By analogy, the debt that was owed
to the king is the deeds of repentance
that are owed in return for sins commit-
ted. As the king forgave the servant who
owed much, the servant is required to
forgive the debt of the fellow servant.

We should consider the fact that the debt
of the fellow servant is actually a debt
that is owed to the king, since the
“wicked” servant would have had to use
what was owed to him to pay his debt to

our sins by offering our love to God
and the people against whom we have
sinned.

The mentality of our Saints was such
that those who sinned against them,
owed an answer to God rather that to
them personally. This is why, even
when facing martyrdom, they prayed
for and blessed their tormentors, fol-
lowing the example of our Savior,
who proclaimed forgiveness from His
Cross.

Continued on Page 2

2. Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv- ST. ELIZABETH, THE MOTHER OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST —Today we
ing. commemorate St. Elizabeth, the mother of the holy Prophet, Forerunner and

3. When receiving Holy | Baptist of the Lord, John. She was descended from the lineage of Aaron, and was

Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

the sister of St. Anna, the mother of the Most Holy Theotokos. Her husband was
Zachariah, and the righteous spouses, “walking in all the commandments of the
Lord” (Luke 1:6), suffered barrenness, which in those days was considered a
punishment from God. When Elizabeth gave birth to a son, it was through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit that she announced that his name was John, alt-

4. Non-Orthodox Chris- | hough no one in their family had this name.
tians may not receive | yhan King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, he decid-
Holy Communion, but . . . .
. ed to kill all the infants up to two years of age, hoping that the new-born Messi-
they may receive the , .
Holy Bread at the end ah would be among them. Herod knew about John’s unusual birth and he want-
of the service. ed to kill him, fearing that he was the foretold King of the Jews. But Elizabeth
o hid herself and the infant in the hills. Herod searched everywhere for John.
5. All Orthodox Christians R——

must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

Zachariah was serving in the Temple when soldiers entered and _ &
tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his son. -8
Refusing to betray this information, Zachariah was murdered.
Elizabeth protected St. John and he went on to dwell in the
wilderness until he appeared to the nation of Israel.

— Taken from the Antiochian Orthodox Church website
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To B¢pa g ovyxwproewg avapep-
etat oV ITapaPolr) tov Zwtrypog
pag g onpepvg EvayyeAkng
nepikonr|g. Kata avaloyia, to
XPEOG IOV £XP®OTOLOE OTOV PaAot-
Aéa etvat ot mpadelg petavotlag mov
ogeilovtat oe avidA\aypa ya
apaprtieg oo eyoov darpaydet.
KaBwg o Baoctledg eovyyxmpnoe tov
VI PETH IOV EXPOOTOVOE TIOANU, O
DIINPETNG ETIPEIIE VA ODYXWDPOEL TO
XPEOG TOL CLVAOEAPODL TOV.

H aAnfewa etvat 01t 10 xpeog tov
oovadeAgov etvat otV npaypd-
TIKOTITA €VA XPEOG IOV oPetheTal
otov Bact\ed, agov O «IIoVNPOG»
vrmnpétng Oa enpere va ypnotpo-
IIOU|0EL OO TOD OPENOTAV Y1d VA
IANP®OEL TO XPEOS TOL OTOV
Baol\éa, ev rIdon mePUIT®ON.

Ag pnv Sexdaooovpe OTL OTAV Apap-
TAVOLHE EVAVTIOV T®V OLVAV-
Oponwv pag, To xpwotdpe otov
@e0. O BOeog BENet va «mAnpo-
oovpe» Yd TIg ApapTieg pag, pe
épya ayding Ipog Tov ImAnotov
[LaG, EVavTiov TOL OIoLoD enpd-
Eapev v apaptiav.

H vootpomia tov Ayleov pag ntav
Te€Toa ITov ebepovdoav Tig apap-
Tieg TV PAcaAvVioTOV TV ®G XPEN
pog Tov Oeo, napda wg Xpén mpog
100G 1010VG TPOCHIIKA. ADTOG
etvat o AOyog yid TOV OII010, aKOHT)
KAl OTAV AVTIHET®IIOaV To pap-
TOP1o, MpooevLXNONKav Kat ebAOY-
noav tovg Pacaviotag TV, aKo-
Aovbwvtag To napadetypa Tov
2ot pog pag, o Omoiog exr)povde Vv
ovyxwpeor amo tov Ztavpo Too.

Ag paBoope 0Tt 01 TIpEG IOV
IANP®VOLHE YL TIG ApapTieg elvat
PEYAANDTEPEG ATIO TIG TIHEG TIOD

AN P®VOLHE Y1 VA IIPOOPEPOVHE
aydarrn otov @eo KAt oTov IAnotov
pag.
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When we forget about our relationship with Christ our God, we can
easily fall into the faulty mentality of the “wicked” servant of our
Lord’s Parable, who owed much to the king, but who treated his fel-
low servant unmercifully. Indeed, there were many sins that were
committed in the thoughts of the “wicked” servant, before he acted
out his tangible sins of cruelty.

First, he committed the sin of pride. Pride causes us to think only
about ourselves and to neglect God and neighbor. Pride is a subtle sin,
which disguises itself as a form of “normalcy.” Yet, it draws us to con-
sider ourselves to be more important than God and other people.

Second, because of his sin of pride, he committed the sin of ingrati-
tude. Pride blinds us from being thankful for God’s love and mercy by
showing love and mercy to those around us.

Third, the sin of ingratitude leads to the sin of greed. The “wicked”
servant wanted things only for himself — at the expense of his neigh-
bor. Greed is a sin by which we want to have things for ourselves so
much so that we have no care for others.

Finally, with all of these sins harboring in the soul of the “wicked”
servant (which made him wicked), he acted sinfully, which, in turn
cost him dearly. It's worth thinking about! The cost of sin is always
greater than the cost of virtue and good deeds.

In today’s Epistle passage, St. Paul asks us to support the ministries of
the Church; for, without the Church, the cost of lost souls and subse-
quent lost lives is huge, because without the spiritual foundations that
the Church provides, we are all prey to many sins of ideas and
thoughts, which translate into many sins of deed. Let us love Christ
our God and let us love all people in the world; let us love our
Church, and let us pursue Christ-like virtues.

+FR. THEODORE

BIBLE STUDY -- This year two Bible Study sessions will be offered, be-
ginning on Thursday, September 16th. The session that has always
been held on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. with Fr. Ted will continue
as always. Another session will be held on Thursday evenings at 6:30
p-m. with Deacon Euthym. Please note that, due to complications with
the "Zoom" link this past Tuesday, August 31st, we were not able to
function on "Zoom." The new "Zoom" link this Tuesday, Sept. 7th

iS: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81329951397 ?pwd=NTJIKOppVUc5R2ZtZzBFc TBWVTUvdz09.

SUNDAY SCHOOL — Sunday School begins Sunday, September 19th.
All parents, grandparents and Godparents will be invited to a special
meeting so that they can become familiar with the theme and curricu-
lum for this new school year. Parental involvement is necessary for stu-
dents to be prepared for their lessons. Registration forms will be availa-
ble on Sunday, September 12th. Lessons will carry with them the theme
of "the principle Christian virtues."



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81329951397?pwd=NTJIK0ppVUc5R2ZtZzBFcTBWVTUvdz09
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“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes of
our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and
bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and
life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE — 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant
fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience with me,
and | will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him the lord
of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But
that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fel-
low servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow
servant fell down and besought him, 'Have patience with me,
and | will pay you.' He refused and went and put him in prison
till he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! |
forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as |
had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord delivered him to the
jailors, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Fa-
ther will do to everyone of you, if you do not forgive your
GOSPEL — St. Matthew 18:23-35 brother from your heart."

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This
is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not
have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right
to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the
brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and |
who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who
serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without
getting some of the milk? Do | say this on human authority?
Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of
Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the
grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak
entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the
plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in
hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good
among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If
others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still
more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but
we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of
the gospel of Christ.

The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

MEMORIAL — Todays” Memorial Service is for the Eternal Salvation for the servant of God, Vasilios
Bountouvas (40 days), the beloved uncle of Evonne Duque and Bobby Barsakas. Included in our memo-
rial prayers today are: Anastasia Bountouvas, the beloved aunt of Evonne Duque and Bobby Barsakas,
as well as Athanasios Barsakas, the beloved father of Evonne Duque and Bobby Barsakas, and husband
of Kondylo Barsakas.

Today, following Church Services —Luncheon in memory and honor of the William George Barringer,
who fell asleep in the Lord one year ago.

Tuesday, September 7th.....Bible Study- 10:00 a.m./ Sunday School Statf meeting —7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 8th .... NATIVITY OF THE HOLY THEOTOKOS
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

Thursday, September 9th....Parish Council Meeting —2:00 p.m.
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A Golf Res»_

Salnt George Greek Orthodox (}nurcn GOlf Tnurnament
Saturday, September 25, 2021112:30 PM Shotgun Start | Desert Willow Golf Resort

ENTRY INFORMATION EVENT REGISTRATION

Saturdav september 25, 2021 e
$175 per player [includes Golf and Awards Dinner] -
Company/Organization

12:30 PM Shotgun Start at Besert Willow Golf Resart

5:00 PM Social Hour at St. George Greek Orthadox Church  Address

6:00 PM Traditional Greek Dinner at St. George Greek  City State Zip
Orthodox Church | Silent Auction and Live Music

Phone
INDIVIDUALS AND SPONSORSHIPS Eml
[ Individual Player(s) __ (= of Players) x $175 s PLAYER NAMES
[ Tee Sponsorship(s] __ [« of Sponsorships) x $100 ¢ 1. GHIN=:
- Oraditional Breek Dinner (# of Dinners) x$35 ¢ 2 GHIN:=
[ Donation sy = CriN=
4. BHINz

Total Amount s

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2021

Sign up online at WWwW_desertwillow.com/stGeorge
Make Checks Payable To:

“Saint George Greek Orthodox Ghurch™
Send Checks and Registration Form to:

PO Box 4755 1 Palm Desert, CA 1 92261

Desert Willow Golf Resort | 38-995 Desert Willow Drive | Paim Desert, GA | 92260 | 760.340.7060 | www.desertwitlow.com
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tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Esteemed brethren and beloved children in the Lord,

The Feast of the Indiction, the solemn day of prayers for the natural environment,
finds once again humanity confronted with intense weather conditions due to mounting
climate change, with devastating floods and fires across the globe, as well as with the
Coronavirus pandemic and its socioeconomic consequences.

The fact that the restrictive measures in transportation and the limits imposed on
industrial production have resulted in a reduction of pollutants and emissions, offered
an additional valuable lesson on global interconnection and on the interdependence of
all dimensions of life. Moreover, it has been also revealed anew that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s ecological initiatives, which comprise an extension of the Church’s
theology and liturgical tradition, correspond with scientific findings and with experts’
recommendations calling for multifaceted mobilization in order to protect the integrity
of the natural environment.

We thus pray for the swift overcoming of the consequences of the health crisis and
for the illumination from above of governments throughout the world, so that they do
not return to or persist upon economism, to those principles of organization of the
economic life, of production and consumption, of exhaustive exploitation of natural
resources, principles that prevailed prior to the pandemic. Further, it is our genuine
desire that the dissemination of pseudoscientific opinions concerning the purported
dangers of the Covid-19 vaccines, the slander aimed toward specialists of the medical
tield, and the unfounded degradation of the seriousness of the disease, be terminated.
Unfortunately, similar opinions are propagated in regard to climate change as well, its
cause and its disastrous effects. The reality is entirely different, and must be faced with

responsibility, collaboration, joint actions, and common vision.



Inactivity is inconceivable when in full knowledge of the shared great
contemporary challenges of humanity. Indifference toward our suffering brethren and
toward the destruction of the “very good” creation, is an offence against God and a
violation of His commandments. Wherein exist respect toward creation and tangible love
toward man, the “beloved of God,” therein God is present.

After the Holy and Great Council (Crete, 2016), the Ecumenical Patriarchate, in
accordance to its spirit and decisions, appointed an official commission, comprised of
theologians, to draft a document on the social implications of our faith and on the social
mission and witness of the Orthodox Church in the contemporary world. This text, which
was approved for publication by the Holy and Sacred Synod and is entitled For the Life of
the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church, states the following: “The Church
encourages the faithful to be grateful for—and to accept—the findings of the sciences,
even those that might occasionally oblige them to revise their understandings of the
history and frame of cosmic reality. The desire for scientific knowledge flows from the
same wellspring as faith’s longing to enter ever more deeply into the mystery of God” (§
71).

The Holy Great Church of Christ emphatically highlights the indivisibility of the
natural environment’s protection and the philanthropic care for one’s neighbor. Both an
eco-friendly stance and the recognition of the sacredness of the human person are a
“liturgy after the Liturgy,” vital dimensions of the Eucharistic actualization of the
Church. The life of the Church is a manifest respect for creation, as well as the place and

the way of experiencing the culture of personhood and of solidarity.
Most honorable brothers and cherished children,

Throughout this difficult period, it is an essential pastoral duty of the Church to
undertake initiatives for the containment of the pandemic. And it is also a categorical
ethical mandate to support global access to the immunization against the coronavirus,
especially in poorer nations, in accordance with the words of our Lord, “Inasmuch as you
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me” (Matt.
25:40). We ought to love one another “as Christ has loved us” (Eph. 5:2) and to show
ourselves as “priests” of creation, safeguarding and cultivating it with care and affection,
and, offering in thanksgiving this exceedingly precious gift of God’s Grace unto the

Creator of all.



In closing, we wholeheartedly wish unto all a blessed, healthful and fruitful new
ecclesiastical year, and we call upon you, through the intercessions of the Theotokos
Pammakaristos, the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to Whom be
the glory and the dominion unto the everlasting ages. Amen!

September 1, 2021
tBARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of all before God
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