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Holy Communion Order

1.

Please remain standing
while following the
directions of our ush-
ers.

Ladies, kindly remove
lipstick before receiv-
ing.

When receiving Holy
Communion, make the
Sign of the Cross, state
your name (baptismal
name) , and naturally
receive as if being fed.

Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive
Holy Communion, but
they may receive the
Holy Bread at the end
of the service.

All Orthodox Christians
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

cal scholars commonly refer to the
staff as a “walking stick,” and, as such
it was made from wood. The hymn
implies that the wood from the tree is
the Wood of the Holy Cross. The
hymn speaks of Moses’ staff being
used to deliver the Israelites from the
bondage of slavery as a prophesy of
the Cross of our Savior being used to
deliver humanity from the bondage of
sin and death.

I WE SING HYMNS FOR THE CROSS

Over the forty-day period from August
6th, with the commemoration of our
Lord’s Transfiguration, to September
14th, when we commemorate the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross, we hear special
Katavasies Hymns during the Orthros
Service, which draw our attention to the
prophesies from the Old Testament in
reference to the significance of the Holy

Cross for us today.
The second “Katavasia” refers to the

staff of Aaron, who assisted Moses in
the Exodus. Aaron’s staff blossomed,
establishing a priesthood for the peo-

Continued on Page 2

The first “Katavasia” refers to Moses’
outstretched hand with his staff causing
the Red Sea to part so that the Israelites
could flee from Pharaoh’s slavery. Bibli-

WHY DO WE MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS?

Making the Sign of the Holy Cross over ourselves is not to be done in the hopes
of our own “good luck.” Rather, it is of the greatest benefit to us to understand
that the Sign of the Cross is a prayer asking for the Grace of the Holy Spirit to
help us “commit ourselves and one another and our whole lives to Christ our God.” Un-
less we truly want to commit ourselves to God, why else would the Grace of His
Holy Cross be given to us?

Following Christ is a matter of love. The world entices us to betray our Lord, as
in the case of Judas, who pursued the 30 pieces of silver. Imaginations from de-
mons hold up deceptive thoughts luring us to reject Christ. In addition, our own
inner weaknesses, such as passions for material goods and cares for self wor-
ship, like greed, gluttony, and glory, etc., offer their temptations, as well.

Fighting these temptations is a matter of acquiring virtues involving our W111
power, along with our strength and endurance. This flght itself is . L ma
what is meant in our Savior’s words to “take up our cross” in ‘
order to follow Him. The Sign of the Holy Cross is to be used in *
prayer for us to overcome our fallen nature and to bring peace _
and love to us all. +FR. THEODORE




Kata m dwapkela tov oapavta
NEEP®V AIIo Tig 6 AvyoLOTOV, IOV
eoptalopev v Metapoppworn tov
Kopiov, ¢wg t1g 14 ZenrtepPpiov,
otav eoptalovpe Vv YWYmor Tov
Tiptlov Ztavpov, akovpe e1d1Kovg
OPIVOLG otV akolovdiav Tov
Opbpov nov Aeyovtan «Karafaoieg,»
o1 oroleg TPaPovV TV IPOCoXT)
JLag OTig mpo@nTeleg ammo v
[TaAaia Awabrkn) ot oroieg opthoovv
ept g onpaociag tov Tipioo
Ztavpoo kat v onpaoctav Tov ya
EPAG ONpEPT.

H npwtn) «Karafacia» avagépet 1o
AMA@PEVO XePL TOL M®LOLWG e
Vv papdo dia g omoiag éxave
v EpvuBpav @dlaocoa va yopioet
wote ot IopanAiteg va goyoov amo
) oxkAafa too Papaw. Ot Beo-
Aoyot mov peletoovv Ty [Takawa
Awabnxn onpewwvoov 0Tt n paPdog
expnotpolovvIay oov0wg wg
«PIAOTOLVL KA, ®G EK TOLTOV,
NTav kataokevaopévo amod Eoro. O
OPVOG LIIOVOEL 0Tt To SOAO aTo TO
devtpo etvat xat to SOAo Tov Tipiov
Ztavpoov. O dpvog opAet yd v
papdo tov Mwooewg oo ypnotpo-
rouw|0nke yia va amelevbepaoet
TV lopanAitov amno ) oxAapa
o0 Papam ®g IpoPnTELd TOL
ZTavpoL ToL ZTHPOG LG IOV
XPTOWHOIIOLELTAL Y1d VA AIIEAED-
Bepwoet v avbpenotnta ano 1
oxAafia Tov Bavdartoo.

H devtepn «Karapaoia» avagépet
mVv papodo tov Aapwv. H papdog
o0 Aapav aviioe kabiepavovtag
H1d 1epoovVvT) yid Tovg avipmiiong
otV 000V 1IPOog 1) X®PA TOD
[opan\. Avto etvatl mpo@nTKo yia
tov Tipto Zravpo tov Kopioo pag,
o Omnoiog avOioe oe OAO TOV KOOHO
®¢ Znpetov 0Tt 0 Xplotog etvat o
Apyxtepéag ya ) ootnpia oOAov
TOV avlpeIoV IavioTe.

+O TTATHP ©EOAQPOZ
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ple leading to the land of Paradise. This is prophetic of our Lord’s Ho-
ly Cross, Which blossomed throughout the world as a Sign that Christ
is the High Priest for the salvation of all people always.

The references in our Orthodox hymnology to Moses and Aaron carry
the message that Christ our God is the Fulfillment of the Old Testa-
ment, Who brings us Eternal Salvation through His Cross. The fore-
taste of God’s Kingdom is experienced by way of our repentance of
sins and our “co-workership” with our Lord in imparting His Divine
Love to all people throughout the world. This is exactly what our bap-
tismal crosses mean: we die to sin and we live for Christ our God.

As a co-worker with God, Moses prefigures the relationship that each
one of us is to have with God. Indeed, our Lord could have parted the
Red Sea all by Himself. But, He chose to work with and through Mo-
ses. Our Lord chose to use the hands and staff of Moses as His own.
When Moses raised his hands, our Savior made things happen that
were contrary to the way that He created the natural world. Miracles
happened. The lifting up of Moses” hands was so important, that in
defense against the armies of Amalek, Aaron and Hur rushed to help
Moses keep his hands raised up, forming a “prefigure” of the Cross.

The Sign of the Cross conveys the power of our Lord, through our
outstretched hands, giving our Lord’s blessings both to ourselves and
to our fellow human beings. This is why we anoint the faces and
hands of our faithful with the forgiving and healing Oil of the Holy
Sacraments of Chrismation and Holy Unction.

+FR. THEODORE

SUNDAY SCHOOL — Sunday School begins today.

1) The Service of the Blessing of Waters (Agiasmo) will take place fol-
lowing the celebration of the Divine Liturgy today.

2) All parents, grandparents and Godparents are invited to a special
meeting after Church Services today so that they can become fa-
miliar with the theme and curriculum for this new school year. Pa-
rental involvement is necessary for students to be prepared for
their lessons. Please register your children today! Lessons will car-
ry with them the theme of "the Gifts of the Holy Spirit."

— “Christian education has the power to mold the souls of youth into good
souls of leaders of tomorrow who do good deeds in the pursuit of great re-
wards for the souls of all.”

— Anonymous



PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES
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“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes of
our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and

bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and
life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE — Galatians 2:16-20

Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the
law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not
by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one
be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of
sin? Certainly not! But if | build up again those things which |
tore down, then | prove myself a transgressor. For | through
the law died to the law, that | might live to God. | have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ who
lives in me; and the life | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

GOSPEL — St. Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoev-
er would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for
my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a
man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can
a man give in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of
me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels." And he said to
them, "Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come
with power."

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Tuesday, September 21st...Bible Study —10:00 a.m. (in-person & “Zoom.” “Zoom” link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81329951397 ?pwd=NTJIKOppVUCc5R2ZtZzBFcTBWVTUvdz09.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86111452564

Wednesday, September 22nd...Bible Study — 6:30 p.m. (in-person & “Zoom..” “Zoom” link:

Saturday, September 25th.... ST. GEORGE GOLF TOURNAMENT
AT: Desert Willow Country Club, Palm Desert, CA
Shot-gun start—12:30 p.m.
Awards Banquet

AT: St. George parish hall — Social Hour —5:00 p.m.
Traditional Greek Style Dinner — 6:30 p.m.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81329951397?pwd=NTJIK0ppVUc5R2ZtZzBFcTBWVTUvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86111452564

VL
NG GolfReso

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church Golf Tournament \

Saturday, September 25, 2021112:30 PM Shotgun Start | Desert Willow Golf Resort

ENTRY INFORMATION EVENT REGISTRATION

saturuav september 25, 2021 e
$175 per player (includes Golf and Awards Dinner] o
Company/Organization

12:30 PM Shotgun Start at Desert Willow Golf Resart

5:00 PM Sacial Hour at St. George Greek Orthodox Church Address

6:00 PM Traditional Greek Dinner at St. George Greek  City State Zip
Orthodox Church | Silent Auction and Live Music

Phane
INDIVIDUALS AND SPONSORSHIPS Erma
O Individual Player(s) ___ (= of Players)x$175  s_ PLAYER NAMES
[ Tee Sponsorship(s) __ (= of Sponsorships) x $100 ¢ 1, GHINe
[ Traditional 6reek Dinner ___ (# of Dinners) x $35 ¢ 2. GHINs
[ Donation s 3 BHiN=
4. GHIN=

Total Amount $

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2021

Sign up online at WWw_desertwillow.com/stGeorge
Make Checks Payable To:

“Saint George Greek Orthodox Ghurch”
Send Checks and Registration Form to:

PO Box 4755 | Palm Desert, CA | 92261

Desert Willow Golf Resort | 38-995 Desert Willow Drive | Palm Desert, CA | 92260 | 760.340.7060 | www.desertwillow.com




