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“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes
of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual

life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls
and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
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Liturgical Notes for Today
At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance Hymn: “By Your Cross, O Christ our God, You destroyed death. You
opened Paradise to the thief. You transformed the lament of the myrrh-bearing women, and You commanded the Apos-
tles to proclaim You are risen, granting the world Your great mercy.”/KateAvoag 1o Ztavpe Zov ...; 2) “In the
manner of the Apostles and as successor to their thrones, God-inspired one, You deemed action above contemplation.
Thus, rightly teaching the word of truth, you contended in faith to a bloody end, Priest-martyr Cyprian. Intercede with
Christ our God that our souls may be saved.”/Kat tpomniov petoyog xat povav dtadoyog... 3) Hymn for St.
George. 4) Kontakion Hymn: “Champion of Christians put not to shame, advocate before the Maker always stead-
fast, do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly petition
you. Hasten you intercession and urgently make entreaty; for you unfailingly defend, Theotokos, those who honor
you.”/IIpootacia twv XploTiavev...

ABOVE NORMAL
Today’s Epistle and Gospel passages call our attention to a special kind of love. Implied is the reality that
each of us is created in the Image and Likeness of God, capable of comprehending the love of God and, in

turn, interacting with other people with the same kind of love that God gives to us. It is sacrificial love —
agape love.

This God-like love is an “above the normal” kind of love. Most of the world today thinks of love in a
“transactional” sense: “I scratch your back, and you scratch my back,” as is so often heard. The normal kind
of love that people are accustomed to is this kind of “transactional love,” which is expressed mostly as a
“50/50” type of transaction. Unfortunately, what one person feels is “50/50” is not what the other person
considers to be “50/50.” Our Lord tells us that His kind of love is a 100 percent of one’s strength and effort.
Christ-like love is a sacrificial love and it never ends, regardless of the failings of others.

This kind of love is what established the early Church. St. Paul describes his own efforts, not in order to
brag, but in order to inspire you and me to offer ourselves for the glory of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.
The pay-off is the salvation of our own souls, as well as the salvation of those around us, which include our
children, parents, relatives and the people around us. As the Apostles lived the love of Christ our God, sal-
vation was the ultimate goal, not fame, nor wealth, nor even a concept of “fairness,” as is implied in St.
Paul’s words. As God, Christ offers each of us love “above the normal.” Let us be grateful and express His
love to the whole world. +FR. THEODORE
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WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Monday, October 3rd.................. Philoptochos General Meeting —11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, October 4th.................. Bible Study -10:00 a.m.
Saturday, October 8th................. “Paint El Paseo Pink” Walk for the cure of cancer — pre-walk cere-

mony: 7:30 a.m.

NOTE: Next Sunday, October 9th is the 40 Day Memorial for Emily Tcharos.

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING — Today! - Lunch will be provided. Presentations include: Report
on the Results of the St. George Questionnaire (Embracing Converts); Report from Clergy-Laity As-
sembly; Report from National Philoptochos Convention; Report on Sunday School Renewal; Wel-
come Committee & Parish Retreats. Everyone is welcome to join in.

PHILOPTOCHOS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1). Our first meeting of the new Ecclesiastical year is Monday, Oct. 3rd at 11:30 am in the
church hall. We will first serve lunch and the meeting will follow. Please RSVP today to Rhonda if
you will be attending.

2). Monday, Oct. 3rd is the last day to sign-up for the Saint George walk team participat-
ing in the “Paint El Paseo Pink Walk”. It's a $35 donation to participate & includes a logo tee shirt.
We will meet at the side of the Tiffany store in The Gardens of El Paseo. A sign-up table is in the
church hall.

3). Our “Sock-Tober” event runs the month of October. We are taking donations of new
men’s & women’s socks to be distributed at month end to The Narrow Door and Coachella Valley
Rescue Mission. A $20 donation buys 18-20 pairs of socks!

4). Philoptochos will offer a special coffee hour on Sunday, October 16th for the “Bring a
Friend” stewardship event. Anyone interested in helping out please contact Rhonda.

5). SAVE. THE. DATE. November 4, 2022. Philoptochos is sponsoring a “Welcome Back to
the Desert” cocktail party from 4-6 pm. More info to follow.

BRING-A-FRIEND-TO-CHURCH SUNDAY — Sunday, October 16th is our Fall “Bring-a-Friendto-
Church” Sunday. All parishioners of St. George are asked to invite a friend to join us for worship in
our beautiful St. George Church temple. We look forward to introducing our visitors to our congre-
gation during our special coffee hour held in their honor.

PAN-ORTHODOX CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY — The Sts. Michael and Gabriel
Romanian Orthodox parishioners from Palm Springs will be joining us for the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 6, 2022. Their fundraiser for construction of their new church
edifice on Vella Rd. in Palm Springs will be held in our St. George parish hall.

ST. GEORGE PARISH FALL SPIRITUAL RETREAT — Please reserve Saturday, November 12,
2022 to join in our St. George Parish Fall Retreat. The theme is: “Understanding the Divine Liturgy.”
The day will begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude at 3:00 p.m., with a superb lunch being served for all
in attendance....Our speaker for our Fall Retreat is Dr. Eve Tibbs. Dr. Tibbs received her PhD from
Fuller Theological Seminary and she is the affiliate assistant professor of theology at Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary. She just recently authored a most educational book about our Greek Orthodox Faith,
entitled, A Basic Guide to Eastern Orthodox Theology. In addition, Eve Tibbs is the director of our Me-
tropolis of San Francisco Christian Education Ministry.
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Register Today!

We Pay for Cancer Care.

NAKE CHECK To PHILOTOCHOS
#ﬁé = donation’!




