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Holy Communion

Order

1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

4. Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.
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PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

EPISTLE -Ephesians 5:8-19

Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit
of light is found in all that is good and right and
true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a
shame even to speak of the things that they do
in secret; but when anything is exposed by the
light it becomes visible, for anything that be-
comes visible is light. Therefore it is said,
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give you light." Look carefully
then how you walk, not as unwise men but as
wise, making the most of the time, because
the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish,
but understand what the will of the Lord is.
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is de-
bauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, address-
ing one another in psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs, singing and making melody to the
Lord with all your heart.

GOSPEL—St. Luke 18:35-43

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a
blind man was sitting by the roadside begging;
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired
what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of Naz-
areth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!" And those who
were in front rebuked him, telling him to be
silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of
David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped,
and commanded him to be brought to him;
and when he came near, he asked him, "What
do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord,
let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to
him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made
you well." And immediately he received his
sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all
the people, when they saw it, gave praise to
God.

Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “O Savior Your tomb was sealed
by the Jews with a stone; soldiers kept watch over Your sacred Body. Yet, You rose on
the third day, giving life to the world. Wherefore, the powers of heaven cried out to You,

O Giver of Life, ‘Glory to Your Resurrection,

O Christ; glory to Your Kingdom; glory to

Your dispensation, Who alone are the Loving One.” / Too AiBov oppaytobévtog...
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2) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George] / Qg tav

AYPAADTOV eEAeLOEPDTAG. ..

Continued on the next page — — —->




Liturgical Notes for Today, continued
3) Kontakion: “Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the eternal Logos. Hearkening to
this, rejoice, O Universe, and with the angels and shepherds glorify Him, the God before all ages, Who willed to
be held as a young child.”/H IlapBevog onpepov...

FREE WILL
As news about the arrival of robots into our world is reported, a new heresy of our time has arisen.
Wiring and circuitry in robots is often compared to organs and neurons in the body. If robots can be
programmed to act like humans without having human free will, then the question is posed as to
whether human free will even exists? Our Saints, however, have demonstrated that humans do have
free will; for, the exercise of their free will indicates that, indeed, the soul can be the ruler of the
body. The voluntary will to fast; to pray; to give of one’s self out of care for others (sacrificial love) is
all proof that we are created with free will, which is a beautiful quality of the soul.

Today’s Epistle and Gospel passages illustrate the power of our human free will. In his Epistle to the
Ephesians, St. Paul implies that it is in the power of our free will to open our eyes and come out of the
darkness and to choose whether to be drunk with wine, or to take into ourselves the Holy Spirit. In
the Gospel today, we find a man who willingly prayed to Christ our God for mercy. Biology does
not have an easy answer for the fact that, when told to “be quiet” by others, the blind man willingly
all the more shouted, “Have mercy on me, O Son of David.” On the basis of his faith, he willingly
prayed for healing and our Savior responded, “Your faith has made you well.”

Any idea that humans do not have a free will is a deception from the devil so that we fall into the er-
ror of believing that we are not responsible for how we think and what we do. Accordingly, evil is
the fault of something or someone else, and therefore it is a mistake to believe in such things as sin or
virtue. Let us not be duped into believing that we are just “god-like” machines in the flesh. Such a
notion is of the anti-Christ...the very corruption of the reality of God in the flesh, Who is Christ. To
say that we have no free will is to ignore the fact that human willpower, coupled with God’s grace, is
what lies behind miracles. By all means, let us welcome Christ our God into our lives starting from
now! +FR. THEODORE

Kabog petadidovtat véa yia v Snpiovpyid 1@V popnot 0Tov KOOHO HAG, Pid VEA aipeot) TG
EMOXT)G pag éxet epaviodetl prpootd pag. Ta KaA@dia Kat Ta COOTPATA OTA POUIIOT OLYVA
OLYKPIVOVTAL € OPYAVA KAl VEDP®VESG TOL OOPATOG pag. Eav ta popnot priopovv va
npoypappatiofody va evepyovv oav avipwrotl xwpig va exoov 1o avre{odoiov (dnA. Tnv aviporivy
e\evbepr PovAnon), TOTe TifeTal To ep®TPA AV AKOUN DIIAPXEL TO AVTEOVOIOV TOL avBpmIiov (OnA.
v avBpamvny eAevBepr PodAnon)! Ot Aylol pag, motooo, éxovv amodeilel 0Tt ot avlpmriot éyoov
e\evOepn PovAnon, yiati i) aoknor) g eAevbepng PovAr|oeng T®V pag ety Vel OTL, IPAYHATL, 1) YOXT)
propet va xoPepvroet to copa. H ebehovtikr) OeAnon yia va vnotevooope, yia va npoosoynboops;
Yld Vd IPOOPEPODHE KATL AIIO TOV £€dLTO PAG Ao QpovTida yia alloog (n Booraotikr) aydrr) —
etvat OAa amodeileig 0Tt eyoope dnpovpyndet pe ehedbepn PoovAnor), mov etvat n WOTHTA TG POXIS.

Ot onpeprvég mepikorneg tng Emotolrg xat too Evayyehiov detyvoov tn dvvapn tng avipmmivng
e\evbepng PovArjoewg pag. Ztnv npog Epeoiovg EmotoAr) tov, o Aytog ITavAog vriovoet Ott eivat oty
dvvapn tng ehevbepng PovAr|oewg pag va avoi§ovpe Ta paTia Pag Kt va Pyovpe ard To OKOTAdl Kat va
emAéSovpe av Oa pebvoovpe pe kpaot 1) eav Oa apovpe peoa pag to Ayto [Tvedpa. Zto Evayyého
orjpepa, evplokovpe évav avipwio rmov npooevxrnke mpobopa otov Xp1oto yia 1o Ocio éAeog. H
Proloyla dev £xet pia eDKOAL AIIAVTNOL Yd TO YEYOVOG OTL, OTAV TOD ellav ot dANOl VA «Ol®IIOEL,»
0 ToPAOG IIpobopa epwvade ONo Kat meprocotepo «EAenoov pe, Yié too Aafio». Me Paorn) g miotemg
ToV, entpooevXNOnke mpobopa va Beparnevdet kat o Xplotog tov eine: «H wioTig 0ov o€ ékave kala».
Zoveyea oty emopevy oelida-- —->




H 18¢a o0t ot avBpwmot dev £xovv ehevbepr fovANO (To avte§ovotov) etvat pia eSarndtnon arno tov
dapolo, wote va méoovpe oto Aabog va motéyoope ot dev eipeba vmevbovor yia 1o naog oxkeptopeda
KAl y1d TO Tt KAVOLHE. ZOPP®OVA e P1d TETOLd Aipeot), To KaKo Oev yivetat aro epds, ald oopPaivet
arro KAtt aAAo 1] arto KAIMoV dAAOV, KAt eNopEveg etvat Aabog va motedovpe o€ KATL IPAYRATA OTIMG
1 apaptia 1) 11 aperny. Ot daipoveg BENoLV va pag eSariatioovy ®ote va motedovpe OTt elpeda armag
«Bedpoppeg» pnyaveg oty odpxka. Mia tétola avtiAnyn etvat yia tov avti-Xploto...akppog pia
pPeYaln dtagbopd amod Ty Opaypatikotntd 1oL ev oapki @eov, o Onotog etvat o Xprotog. To va
oovpe Ot dev Exovpe eEhevBepr) PovVANON ONpAlvel OTL AYVOOLHE TO YEYOVOG OTL 1] avOpmivn OeAnon),
og OLVOLAOHO e Tr) Xdpn Tov Beov, dnpovpyetl Oavpata. Ag pnv Seyehopebal Me xabe tpomno, ag
pépoovpe Tov Xproto ot (er) pag arno twpa!  +O ITATHP ©@EOAQPOX

MEMORIAL — Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the servants of
God, William Piggott (3 yrs.), the beloved husband of Mary Piggott, Fotios Tartas (83 yrs.), the be-
loved father of Mary Piggott, Malamo Tartas (56 yrs.), the beloved mother of Mary Piggott, and
Theophilos Tartas (9 yrs.), the beloved brother of Mary Piggott. May our Lord God and Savior Jesus
Christ grant Eternal Rest and Salvation to William Piggott, Fotios Tartas, Malamo Tartas, and
Theophilos Tartas and may He grant peace and comfort to Mary Piggott and family. MAY THEIR
MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, December 5th........... Bible Study —10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 6th....... ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.
Online Orthodox Catechism Class —6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 9th........... Philoptochos Christmas Luncheon —11:00 a.m.
Next Sunday, December 10th....... Sunday School Christmas Program/ Parish Council elections

ANNOUNCEMENTS
« SUNDAY SCHOOL — Regular Sunday School classes continue today, with added attention to
our annual Sunday School Christmas Program, which will be presented next Sunday, Decem-
ber 10, 2023, the theme of which is “Living Icons of the Nativity.” See the enclosed flyer. Our Sun-
day School is selling stocking stuffers from $1.00-$20.00. Check out the display situated in front
of the bookstore.

e ONLINE ORTHODOX CATECHISM CLASS - Wednesday, December 6th at 6:30 p.m. Please
contact Fr. Ted at (760) 880-5869 to receive a “Zoom” link for the online class.

« PHILOPTOCHOS — The Philoptochos Holiday Bake Sale is underway. Greek pastries are avail-
able for purchase today and tomorrow (November 27th). The enclosed flyer indicates the pastries
available and their prices. Also enclosed is the “Philoptochos Christmas Party” flyer. Tomorrow
is the deadline for making reservations!

¢ PARISH COUNCIL CANDIDACY FORMS -The deadline for “Parish Council Candidacy
Forms” to be completed and returned to our office is tomorrow, December 4th. Parish Council
membership requires baptism and marriage (if married) according to the Rites of the Greek
Orthodox Church; membership of the parish for at least one year; frequent participation in the
Sacramental life of the Orthodox Church, and compliance with the Archdiocese Youth Safety
Program by completing the youth training course and official background check.
ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON TNE NEXT PAGE — —->




ANNOUNCEMENTS, Continued

o PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS — Elections for 2024 Parish Council will be held next Sunday,
December 10th, following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Special thanks to this year’s Elec-
tion Committee: Annette Laskaris, Ana Storton, and Michael Hallinan.

ST. GEORGE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS
HOLIDAY BAKE SALE

Koulourakia—512.00 per 12 pieces
Paximathia —512.00 per 12 pieces
Kourembiethes —512.00 per 6 pieces
Melamakarona —$12.00 per 6 pieces
Baklava— $12.00 per 4 pieces

Combination Boxes available!

Pick-up dates: Today and Monday, November 20th & 27th

Thank you for supporting our Philoptochos Chapter!




Philoptochos

. Christmas Party
ﬁ" Dec. 9th 11:00 am @
Sun City Clubhouse 5
38180 Del Webb Blivd, Palm Desert “31/

e
: Please Join Us! Bring a Friend!
:*fﬁﬁ’# -RSVP by December 4th-
;:_f.»%

Luncheon Price $60.00 per person includes:

Buffet luncheon with Tri-tip steak & baked fish, salad,

potatoes, rice pilaf. seasonal vegstables & bread plus a special

dessert. Coffee, iced teq, & water included. Cash Bar, ‘ 5
“Vegetarian meal option is available.

Gash Bar! Music! Hostess Gift! Rafflef

R
*i*%fttt******i&*ktr?t&**vwwwwwt*Wrﬁ*mk*%*+t#+k+ii*xv*ﬁwwww**&&*******i**&*&*** 7“%%1.
- ' ",)gl -.'3"\3?)»51?}% :
{am attending:{Name)__ v % g
s . L
| am bringing a guest: (Name)__ 19 ™ .
.*r*tkt‘k***i‘f!**tk*!’?!!*H****i—ir*i'i-i-i'iw*'x1[:?x)?XY.‘!!Qw'k**wh'i'ﬁi—ii&**7r*m*%**
i ;’-;.:;:, Total Number Attending:__ .
R Payment Type: Cash Check ce .
Pt
e o Total Payment Amount: : ~
W er a: “Vegetarian Msal (cirgle)
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ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, PALM DESERT, CA

Sunday School Families and Parishioners!

Below is “The Nativity Hymn” we will all sing
together at the end of our program “ICONS

OF THE NATIVITY’ on Sunday, December 10",
2023.

We have included a BEAUTIFUL RECORDING
from our Deaconess Krisann Kontaxis for you to
learn and practice together!

Many Blessings!

Fr. Ted Pantels, Presb. Petula Pantels
& Mrs. Athena Snarskis

Thy Nativity Hymn

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,

Has shine the light of knowledge upon the world,

For thereby, they that worship the stars,

Were instructed by a star, to worship Thee, the Sun of righteousness,
And to know Thee, the Day-Spring from on high,

O Lord Glory be to Thee!



CHRISTMAS POT.LUCK’ |

EVERYONE IS WELCOME - PLEASE RESVP

This will be a pol-luck dinner, please bring: your
favorite dish feeds12, please email or: call Esu we
do not duplicate dishes, beverages and IL:IHI‘
provided by AHEPA Chapler 528,

Tuesday 12/12/20@%

6:00 pm at
St George Church

e 74109 Larrea, Palm Deserl CA 92260
RSVP by 12/05/2023

Ahepa528.org
Contact@ahepa528. r

Wynh @ 760.832.2825 mob:lf'/teﬂ
or leave message with Fr Ted

Please bring a wrapped gfﬂ‘

(o mare than 815 value)
for a fun giftt exchange gﬂme.

Wu Secesns Bonee -.-n*
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