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Holy Communion Or-
der

1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving,.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

4. Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

THE LADDER ¢

PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages
of ages. Amen.”

EPISTLE— Romans 13:11-14; 14:1-4 GOSPEL— St. Matthew 6:14-21

The Lord said, "If you forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father also will forgive
you; but if you do not forgive men their tres- |

Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than
when we first believed; the night is far gone,
the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the

' works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quar-
reling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak
in faith, welcome him, but not for disputes
over opinions. One believes he may eat any-
thing, while the weak man eats only vegeta-
bles. Let not him who eats despise him who
abstains, and let not him who abstains pass
judgment on him who eats; for God has wel-
comed him. Who are you to pass judgment on
the servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he will be
upheld, for God is able to make him stand.

passes, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses. And when you fast, do not look
dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces that their fasting may be seen by
men. Truly, | say to you, they have received
their reward. But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, that your fasting
may not be seen by men but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. Do not lay up for your-
selves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust con-
sumes and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also."

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY —Today is the last Sunday before the beginning of
the Great Lenten season. For Orthodox Christians Great Lent begins tomorrow.
The Greek word for forgiveness means "sharing the same space." The Greek
word “syn-choroh” is a compound word —”syn” means “together,” and
“choron” means “space.” As we dedicate ourselves to following Christ in His
ministry and Self-sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins, we look forward to
being with Him in His Everlasting Kingdom, which He opened for us by con-

quering death by His own death and by His Resurrection from the dead. Since
Christ’s ministry a ministry of forgiveness, forgiveness is the key to being with
Christ both in this present life and in the next. +FR. THEODORE




Liturgical Notes for Today
At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “The Women disciples of the Lord heard from the angel the
joyful news of the Resurrection and the repeal of the sentence imposed upon our forefathers. With pride they said to
the Apostles, ‘Death is vanquished. Christ our God is risen, bestowing upon the world His great mercy.”” /To
QAIOPOV TG AVACTAOERG. ..
2) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov ayypa\otov ehevbfepotq...

3) Kontakion: “O Master, Prudence, Guide of Wisdom, Instruction to the foolish and Defender of the poor,
strengthen my heart and grant it discernment. Give me words, Word of the Father, for behold, I shall not keep my
lips from crying out to You, ‘O Merciful One, have mercy on me who have fallen.”” /Tng cogpiag odnye...

WHERE DOES FORGIVENESS COME FROM?
Today’s Gospel passage speaks about three parts to our spiritual life: 1) the status of our heart; 2) the
proper attitude toward prayer and fasting, and, 3) the gift of forgiveness.

Our Lord tells us that where see seek treasures is where we have our heart. Spiritually, our “heart” is
the source from which our attentions and intentions are formed. Depending what we have in our
heart, prayer and fasting can be either fruitful, or meaningless. Praying and fasting in order for others
to praise us is motivated by our desire for glory and power. Praying in secret with God yields grati-
tude, love and wisdom, from which the blessing of forgiveness sprouts. In this, we participate in God’s
great mercy and we can be merciful others like God is merciful.

Experiencing the mercy of our Lord and Savior means that we were created to be able to forgive others
just as God forgives us and others. In turn, forgiveness yields gratitude to our Lord, which we can
show by loving God and others. Our ability to forgive ourselves and others is directly related to our
love for God. Therefore, if we find it difficult to forgive, we should fear that our souls are not in good
order in the presence of Christ our God. Thus, we must pray He will ignite within us His Divine love
and wisdom so that we can forgive others and live according to the exclamation given to us by the
priest or bishop during the Divine Liturgy with the words, “Peace be to all! +FR. THEODORE

H onpepwvr) Evayye\ikr] meptkorir) opAd yid Tpelg IapdyovIeg TG IVELPATIKIG pag ong: 1) v
KATAOTAon) TG Kapdidg pag. 2) ) owotr] oTdor] drévavTl otV IPooevxT] Kat tn vioteia xat, 3) To
XAPopa T¢g OLYXDPOEDS.

O Xpotog pag Aéet 6t orov avadnrovpie Tovg Broavpovg pag, exkel éxovpe KAt tmy Kapdid pag. Ztnv
MIVELPATIKY pag (w1, 1) «kapdid» pag elvat 1) myn amo v oroia Stapop@@VOVTdL 1) IPOooXT] Kat ot
nipoBéoeig pag. Avaloyda pe to Tt £XOoupe otV Kapdid pag, etvat moavo n mpooevyt) Kat 1) vroteia pag
®G KAPIIOPOPES, amd T PLd PePLd, 1 @G avev onpaotag, anod v alAn. To va xavovpe mpooevxr) Kat
VNOTEld Yl VA pag enatvovy ot alAot vrmokvettat aro v enbopia pag yra 608eg kat eSovoieg. H
IIPOOEDXT] «EV T® KPLIT®» e ToV Oed arrodidetl enyVOPOOLVT), aydIl KAt cogpia, arno ta orotla
EKQPOETAL 1] EDAOYLA TNG OLYXDPIOEDG. Ze AVTO, OVHHIETEYOVHE OTO PHEYANO EAe0g TOL Oe0D KAt prropovye
va elpeba ehenpoveg pe aA\ovg onwg etvat o Oeog,.

To va Piovoope 1o €\eog Tov Xp1lotov onpatvet 0Tt OnuovPYNONKAape yia va HIOPOLHE VA OLYX®POVLHE
TOLG AANOLG OTIRG 0 Bedg CLYY®PEL EPAG Kat TOLG AAOVG. Me T Oe1pd NG, N OLYX®PEOT] arodidet
gDYVOHOOLVT) otov B0, mov propovje va detfovpe ayanavtag tov Beo kat tovg alovg. H wavotnta
OGS Yla VA ODYX®@POVHE TOV EADTO PLAG KAt TOVG AAAODG OXeTi(eTal apeod e TNV aydii) pag yid Tov
Be0. Emopevmg, eav dvokoAevopeda va ovyxmprjoovpe Tovg aANoLS, pmopel va vrdpyet ¢oog nwg
PNIIOG 1 Pox1) pag dev elval oe KAAT] KATAOTAon eVRIItov Tov Xptotoo. ['ia avto, npemnet va
npooevyopeda va avapet péoa pag t) Oc¢ixn Tov aydnn Kat cogia, ®OTe VA OLYX®@PI)CODHE TOVG
aM\ovg kat va (rjoovjie COPPOVA HE TNV EKPMVIIOT] TO 1EPEMG 1] TOL EMOKOIIOL KATd T Oclav
Aertovpytav pe ta Aoyia: «Eiprvn maot!» +O ITATHP ©®EOAQPOZ




WEEKDAY CALENDAR

:[Monday, February 27th........GREAT LENT BEGINS. Lenten Service-9:00 a.m.

iTuesday, February 28th.........Bible Study - 10:00 a.m.

'Wednesday, March 1st.......... PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —6:00 p.m.
1 Friday, March et wowsessmsss PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —9:00 a.m.
r

Salutations — First Stanza — 6:30 p.m.

|Saturday, March 4th.............. SATURDAY OF SOULS

Orthros -8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy -9:30 a.m.

iSunday, Mareh Bth....cssemmms SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

Orthros -8:30 a.m./ Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m. /Procession with the Icons —9:45 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ST. GEORGE GREEK FESTIVAL —Our Festival Chairman, George Argyros, along with our Par-
ish Council, Fr. Ted and Deacon Euthym express great gratitude to all of our parishioners who

rose to the occasion to offer valuable help toward the tremendous success of this year’s St. George
Greek Festival. Many blessings to all!

SUNDAY SCHOOL -- Please join us for FAMILY SUNDAY on Sunday, February 26th, with the |
theme being, Preparation for Great Lent. Topics will include: explanation of prayers of the Vespers |
for Forgiveness Sunday; the meaning of fasting during Lent. Parents are encouraged to join. '

On Sunday, March 5th, our students will participate in the Blessing of the Waters Service

“Agiasmo”) along with their parents.

On Sunday, March 12th, Mrs. Mary Brown, will be presenting The Passion of Christ Iconography.

PHILOPTOCHOS- Our annual Ladies Philoptochos Chapter Membership event is planned for
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 11:30 am in the church hall. Our theme this year is “Membership &
Aloha”. This event is open to both men & women in our community wishing to join our chapter
for the 2023 year If you plan on attending, the RSVP deadline is Friday, March 3rd. Please re-
spond to President Rhonda Latkovic via phone, text, or email by the deadline. tel. (714) 875-4661
email: r.s.fleminglatkovic@gmail.com .

AHEPA - Our AHEPA Chapter 528 is accepting student applications for the AHEPA 528 Fr. T. P.
Theophilos Memorial Scholarship. Applications are due by April 2nd. Please see our AHEPA
528 website at ahepa528.org to download a copy of the application and to learn the details sur-
rounding the awarding of scholarships to those who are attending college. Scholarships will be an-
nounced and delivered on May 21st - AHEPA Sunday.

PARISH LENTEN RETREAT - Please circle the date: Saturday, March 18, 2023 in order to join us
for our annual St. George Parish Lenten Retreat. Fr. Steven Tsichlis, pastor of St. Paul Greek Or-
thodox Church and author of the pamphlet entitled “Worshiper’s Guide to the Divine Liturgy,”
will be the speaker for this Retreat. Please see the enclosed flyer!

BOOK STORE - Newly ordered Akathist Hymn Books and Holy Week Books are now available
in our parish book store for those who still want to prepare for the Friday evening Salutation Ser-
vices during Lent and for Holy Week - April 9-16th.




St. George Greek Orthodox Chureh's
2023 Lenten Retreat

Living the
Liturgy

\\\.‘\\‘

Father Steven Tsichlis

Pastor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, Irvine, CA
Author of A Worshiper's Guide to the Divine Liturgy

Saturday, March 18
10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Lenten Lunch Included

Session 1

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

"The Lord's Table: How Our
Participation in Liturgy Impacts
Our Lives" :

Session 2

1.00 - 2.30 PM
"Living the Liturgy: Eating and Drinking
the Lord Jesus"

To Register:

pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com | 760-568-9901
74-109 Larrea Street, Palm Desert, CA



