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Holy Communion Or-

der

1. Please remain
standing while

following the direc

tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving

Holy Communion,

make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name

(baptismal name) ,

and naturally re-

ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox

Christians may not

receive Holy Com-

munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the

end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-

ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see

the priest if you have

any questions.
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THE VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

PRAYER FOR READING

HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the

Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give

glory together with Your Father Who is with-

out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

EPISTLE - Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-6

Brethren, since we have a high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we
have not a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in
(every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
}without sin. Let us then with confidence draw
| near to the throne of grace, that we may re-

' ceive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. For every high priest chosen from
among men is appointed to act on behalf of
men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacri-
fices for sins. He can deal gently with the igno-
rant and wayward, since he himself is beset
with weakness. Because of this he is bound to
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for
those of the people. And one does not take
the honor upon himself, but he is called by
God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not
exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was

appointed by him who said to him, "Thou art
my Son, today | have begotten thee"; as he
says also in another place, "Thou art a priest
for ever, after the order of Melchizedek."

GOSPEL - St. Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

The Lord said: "If anyone wishes to come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For whoever would save his life
will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my
sake and the gospel's will save it. For what
does it profit a man, to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in
return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of
me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of man also be
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels." And he said to
them, "Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before
they see the kingdom of God come with pow-
er."

SERVICE OF THE VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS —Following the
Prayer, “Save, O Lord Your people and bless Your inheritance...” (following Holy
Communion), the choir / chanters sing;:
Aghios Athanatos, eleison imas.” “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal,
have mercy upon us.” as the hierarch/ priest carries in procession the tray hold-
ing the Holy Cross, which is decorated with many flowers and/or basil plants.
The procession includes the deacon and Altar Boys as it continues around the
interior of the church temple. When the procession arrives at the center of the
church, in front of the Holy Altar, the hierarch/priest raises the tray with the
Holy Cross high and exclaims: “Wisdom! Let us attend!” He then sets the Holy
Continued on the next page — — — —->

“Aghios o Theos, Aghios Ischyros,




Cross on a table arranged for this service and censes the Holy Cross as he proceeds around the table
and chants: “Soson Kyrie ton laon Sou”... “Save, O Lord, Your people and bless Your inheritance
granting Your rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your commonwealth by Your Cross.”
This hymn is repeated twice by the choir/chanters. Then, as the priest and deacon venerate the Holy
Cross, the priest chants: “Ton Stavron Sou proskinoumen, Despota”... “We venerate Your Cross, O
Christ, and Your Holy Resurrection we praise and glorify.” This hymn is also repeated twice by the
choir/chanters.

Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “By Your Cross, O Christ our God, You destroyed death.
You opened Paradise to the thief. You transformed the lament of the Myrrh-bearing Women and You commanded
the Apostles to proclaim You are risen, granting the world Your great mercy.”/ Katé\noag to Xtavpe...

2) “Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting Your rulers to prevail over adversaries,
and protecting Your commonwealth by Your Cross.”/ Zooov Kopie tov Aaov Zov...

3) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov atypaldtov eNevfep®Ti...

4) Kontakion: “To You Theotokos, invincible Defender, having been delivered from peril, I, Your city,
dedicate the victory festival as a thank offering. In Your irresistible might, keep me safe from all trials, that [ may
call out to You, "Hail Unwedded Bride!””/ Tn) Yneppaxo...

5) Liturgy of St. Basil. Instead of “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal...”, we chant, “We
venerate Your Cross, O Christ, and Your Holy Resurrection, we praise and glorify.”

- THE POWER OF THE CROSS IS THE POWER OF REPENTANCE
On page 15 of our Divine Liturgy books, just before Psalm 50, we see a prayer that is read by the priest
in preparation of the Great Entrance with the Holy Gifts: “Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us
worship the Holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. We venerate Your Cross, O Christ, and Your Holy Resurrec-
tion we praise and glorify; for You are our God, we know no other; it is Your Name we invoke. Come, all you
faithful, let us worship Christ’s Resurrection; for behold, through the Cross joy has come to all the world. Ever
blessing the Lord, let us praise His Resurrection. For in enduring the Cross for us, He destroyed death by death.”

As Christ our God saves us by way of enduring His Cross, which we venerate today, we unite our-
selves in His love by way of enduring our cross. Our cross is the cross of our repentance from sins. Re-
pentance requires sacrifice of our own will in order to honor God. Sins are born from willing that our
names be glorified. Virtues are born from willing that the Name of Christ is glorified; for, Christ is our
God, Who, by way of His own flesh has sanctified our flesh so that we are able to be united with the
energies of God’s eternal love. His Resurrection from the dead is, therefore, our resurrection from the
dead, as well. It follows, that Christ is God. There is no other god who gives us eternal life.

The Resurrection of Christ our God is the reason for us to forgive the sins of those who have offended
us and to seek forgiveness from those whom we have offended, understanding, of course, that offend-
ing others is intricately related to our tendency to offend God. By venerating the Cross of our Lord, we
summon from within us our own “cross” of repentance, which gives the ultimate meaning to the word
“forgiveness.” The Cross of our Savior is, in essence, the gift of repentance — that “second chance” that
is so precious for our peace of mind and our ultimate salvation in Christ. +FR. THEODORE

Zmv oelida 15 too PipAiov pag Sid tov omoiov mapakolovBovpe v extéleonv g O. Asttovpyiag,
eopioKopeV pid TIPOoELYT] IOV 0 AettovPYOg Srafalet pog npostotpaociav s M. Eioodov: «Avaotaoiv
Xpiotov Oeaoapevor, mpooxvvijowpev Ayiov Kiprov Inoovv Xpiotov, tov povov avapdptyrov. Tov Ztavpov ov,
Xp1oté, mpookvvovpe kar Ty Ayiav Zoo Avdotaotv vpvovpev kar o§alopev. X yap e Oedg Nuav, ekTog Zov
dAov ovx oibapev. To dvoud Zov ovopalopev. Aebdte mavTeg o1 moT0l, IPOTKOVHOWHEY THY Tov XpioTod Ayiav
Avdorao. 160D yap 1jAfe 1d o Zravpod xapa ev 0Ao 16 koou®. Ad avrdg eodoyovvreg Tov Kiptov, opvodpsy
v Avdotao Avtod. Ztavpdv yap vmopetvag 61’ nudg Bavdro Oavatov dleoev.»

Zvvéyeia oTnv enopevy oedida — — — —->




Kabwg 0 Xprotog pag xapilet v aipviov o@tpia péowm tov Xtavpot, evevoueda pe tov Xploto péow
TOL OKOD PAG «OTALPOVL», IO £LVAL O «OTALPOG TG petavoiag». H petavola amattel amo epag pa
Ovota g dwkr|g pag BeArjoemg mpog doav Tov Beov. O Xprotog dia pecov g oapxog Tov noAoynoe
TV 0ApKd pag yia va evabobpe pe TNy evépyela trg Beikrg Tov Aydrmng. Emopgvag, 1 Avaotaotg too
XP1oTob €K TOV VEKP®V ELVAL KAl 1} IPOOMIIKY HAG avVAOTAOLS €K TV vekpav. [Tpdypartt, dev vriapyet
aAAog Beog!

H Avdotaotg too Xptotod K TV VEKP®V elvat 0 AOY0g yia va cuyX@pn0ovie Katl va ovyx®prjcovpey
alovg. [Tpookvovavtag Tov ZTavpod ofpepd, PEPVOLHE OTOV EADTO PAG TOV «OTavPO g petavoiag». H
petavota pag divet v amoAvty onpaocta g Aégemg «ovyxwpeotn». O ZTavpodg Tov ZOTHPOG pag etvat
OTI)V 00OLAV TO d®MPO TG HETAVOLAG — TO ITOADTLHO OMPO TG ALOVIOL €V XPLOT® E1P1VIS.

+O [TATHP ®@EOAQPOX

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, March 21st ............Bible Study - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 22nd.....PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —6:00 p.m.
Friday, Mareh 248 v PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY —9:00 a.m.
Great Vespers with Fourth Stanza of Salutations —6:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 25th......... ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS

Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy —9:30 a.m.
Next Sunday, March 26th....Spring General Assembly following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

‘ ANNOUNCEMENTS
o« SUNDAY SCHOOL -- Mark Friday, April 7th on your calendars and plan to join us for our
Sunday School Holy Week Retreat.

e GENERAL ASSEMBLY- Next Sunday, March 26th, following the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy.

o PHILOPTOCHOS- March Outreach Project: We are collecting new diapers and diaper wipes dur-
ing the month of March. Needed diaper sizes are 0-4. Donations benefit the Palm Desert Birth
Choice of the Desert organization that helps unwed mothers and babies. Drop off in the church
hall from March 5th-31st. April Outreach Project: During the month of April, we are collecting non-
perishable food to benefit families in need. (See enclosed flyer.) Also...the Philoptochos will have a
table set up after church to sell Luminary Candles for Holy Friday. More details to follow.

e AHEPA - Our AHEPA Chapter 528 is accepting student applications for the AHEPA 528 Fr. T. P.
Theophilos Memorial Scholarship. Applications are due by April 2nd. Please see our AHEPA 528
website at ghepa528.0rg to download a copy of the application. Applications are also available in our
parish hall. Scholarships will be announced and delivered on AHEPA Sunday in May.

e BOOK STORE - Newly ordered Holy Week Books are now available in our parish book store for
the Friday evening Salutation Services during Lent and for Holy Week - April 9-16th.

o ST. GEORGE GOLF TOURNAMENT - Our St. George Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday,
April 22, 2023 at the Desert Willow Golf Resort in Palm Desert. Enclosed is the registration and
reservation form. We ask everyone to help make this event successful by having golfers register for
the tournament and making reservations for the awards dinner which will follow. In addition, we
are in need of silent auction items for the awards dinner ceremony.




St. George e Ladies Philoptochos

MARCH OUTREACH
HOICE PROJECT

TH

CEMTEFRS

We are collecting new diapers and diaper

wipes during the month of March. Needed
diaper sizes are 0-4. Donations benefit the Palm Desert Birth
Choice of the Desert organization that helps unwed mothers and
babies. Drop off in the church hall from March 5th-31st.

APRIL OUTREACH
PROJECT

s
’7 During the month of April, we are collecting non-

perishable food to benefit families in need.

Wanted items are:

rice (1 or 2 Ib. bags), cereal, mac-n-cheese, canned soup,

canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned pasta, canned meats,

peanut butter (12-16 oz. plastic), spaghetti, canned pasta sauce.

Donations benefit the Narrow Door food bank in Indio. Drop off

at the church from April 12nd-30th.




FRIDAY — APRIL 7™, 2023
SUNDAY SCHOOL LENTEN RETREAT
10:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

ALL AGES WELCOME!

{4 PLEASE RSVP with YES/NO ASAP!

Much preparation goes into staffing, planning lessons,
demonstrations, games, crafts, lunch etc. for the day.

Families are welcome to help/stay!




ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH OF THE DESERT
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 22, 2023

Saturday, April 22, 2023 | 1:00 PM Shotgun Start | Desert Willow Golf Resort

Saifit George Greek Orthodox church Golﬂournament & )

JOIN THE FUN!

Sign up for a very fun event. Women and men
golfers welcome. Create your own foursome or we
can pair you up.

Desert Willow provides one of the best golf
experiences in the Valley. The dinner activity
following golf has always been a highlight of the
day...a Greek taverna style dinner with live Greek
music, dancing, a lamb chop dinner and no host
bar....& of course, tastes of Greek style lamb right off
the spit.



Siéint George Greek Orthodox Ghurch EOIT Tournamenf

Saturday, April 22, 2023 | 1:00 PM Shotgun Start | Desert Willow Golf Resort

ENTRY INFORMATION EVENT REGISTRATION
Saturday, April 22, 2023 '
$185 per player (includes Golf and Awards Dinner) o
Company/Crganization

1:00pm Shotgun Start at Desert Willow Golf Resort
6:00pm Social Hour at St. George Greek Orthodox  Address

Church A |
7:00pm Traditional Greek Dinner, Silent Auction,  City State Zip
and Live Music at St. George Greek Orthodox
Church Phone
INDIVIDUALS AND SPONSORSHIPS Ernai
[ Individual Player(s) __ [ of Players] x $185 s PLAYER NAMES
1 Tee Sponsorship(s] ___ (= of Sponsorships) x $100 1. GHIN=
[ raditional Greek Dinner ___ [+ of Dinners} x $45 s 2. GHIN=
[ Donation $ 3. BHINs:
4. GHIN=:

Total Amount s

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2023
Sign up online at www.desertwillow.com/8tGeorge

Make Checks Payable Ta:
“Saint George Greek Orthodox Church™

Send Checks and Registration Form to:
74-109 Larrea | Palm Desert, CA | 92260

Desert Willow Golf Resort | 38-995 Desert Willow Drive | Palm Desert, CA | 92260 | 760.340.7060 | www.desertwillow.co



