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Holy Communion

Order

1.

Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.
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SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN;, STS.

CONSTANTINE & HELEN

EPISTLE— Acts 26:1, 12-20

| In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul, "You
have permission to speak for yourself." Then
Paul stretched out his hand and made his de-
fense: "l journeyed to Damascus with the au-
thority and commission of the chief priests. At
midday, O king, | saw on the way a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round

| me and those who journeyed with me. And
when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a
voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,
'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It hurts
you to kick against the goads.' And | said, 'Who
are you, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'l am Jesus
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand
upon your feet; for | have appeared to you for
this purpose, to appoint you to serve and bear
witness to the things in which you have seen
me and to those in which | will appear to you,
delivering you from the people and from the

| Gentiles - to whom | send you to open their

: eyes, that they may turn from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan to God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and a
place among those who are sanctified by faith
in me.' Wherefore, O King Agrippa, | was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, but de-
clared first to those at Damascus, then at Jeru-
salem and throughout all the country of Judea,
and also to the Gentiles, that they should re-
pent and turn to God and perform deeds wor-
| thy of their repentance."

GOSPEL—St. John 9: 1-38

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man
blind from his birth. And his disciples asked
'him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his par-
ents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered,
"It was not that this man sinned, or his par-
‘ents, but that the works of God might be
'made manifest in him. We must work the

works of him who sent me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long
as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world." As he said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay of the spittle and anointed the
man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means
Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen
him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the
man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It
is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He
said, "l am the man." They said to him, "Then
how were your eyes opened?" He answered,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and
wash'; so | went and washed and received my
sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He
said, "l do not know." They brought to the
Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. The Phari-
sees again asked him how he had received his
sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my
eyes and | washed, and | see." Some of the
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the sabbath." But others
said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?" There was a division among them. So
they again said to the blind man, "What do
you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did
not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents
of the man who had received his sight, and
asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?" His
parents answered, "We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind; but how he
now sees we do not know, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he
Continued on the next page ———->




GOSPEL PASSAGE, Continued

will speak for himself." So, for the second time they called the
man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise;
we know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is
a sinner, | do not know; one thing | know, that though I was
blind, now | see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "l have told you
already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they re-
viled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man
answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where

he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that
God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper
of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born
in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him
out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?"
Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, | believe": and he worshiped
him.

Liturgical Notes for Today
At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “Christ is risen from the dead...”/Xp1otog Aveor...

As the Gospel is raised: “In the congregations bless God, the Lord Who springs out of Israel. Save us,
O Son of God Who rose from the dead, as we sing to You, Alleluia.”/Ev ExxAnotaig evhoyette...

2) “O faithful, let us sing a hymn of praise and worship to the Logos, Who is co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation. Of His own Will, He went upon the Cross in the
flesh and suffered death to raise the dead, through His glorious Resurrection.”/Tov Zovavapyov Adyov...

3) “He beheld the image of Your Cross in the heavens, and as Paul, he too did not receive the call from
men. Your Apostle among the kings placed the care of the Royal City in Your hands. Through the intercessions
of the Theotokos, O, only loving Lord, keep it ever in peace.”/Tov Xtavpov Zov tov tomov..,(St. Constantine)

4) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...”[Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov ayypalotov
eAeLBePOTIG...

5) Kontakion: “Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades’ power, and You rose the
victor, Christ God. To the myrrh-bearing women, saying ‘Hail!” and granting peace to Your disciples, You are
He Who raises up the fallen,”/E1 xat ev TaQ...

SEEING THE LIGHT OF OUR LORD’S GOSPEL
Last Sunday — the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman — one of the themes of the Gospel passage was
that of “water washing away our sins” and “quenching our thirst for God’s love.” This Sunday, be-
ing the Sunday of the Blind Man, one major theme is that of being able to see — or being illumined.
Being able to “see” reveals the truth about God’s world and our place in it.

One of the prayers that was read over us when we were baptized begins with these words: “Open the
eyes of [Your servants’s] understanding, that the light of Your Gospel may enlighten (him/her).” The Gospel
is a vital part of the Holy Tradition of Apostolic Christianity, which is embodied in our Orthodox
Faith through the Holy Spirit. Thus, Holy Baptism is our enlightenment in God’s Love and Wisdom.
Holy Confession, known as our “second baptism,” is also our enlightenment in God’s Love and Wis-
dom. Living according to God’s Love and Wisdom leads us to improving our soul’s ability to discern
good from evil.

Every day we stand on the line between our own “wisdom,” reflective of our own will, and God’s
Wisdom, which is God’s Will. On the basis of whichever wisdom we are prone to follow, we make
choices, which eventually lead us and others toward God, or away from God. Unfortunately, we
face strong temptations to order our lives according to the “wisdom” of this fallen world, and is often
reflected as our own personal wisdom. The world’s wisdom seems based on technology and politics.
God’s Wisdom is based on love that is not self-centered, but rejoices when our souls are in a close re-
lationship with the love of God. +FR. THEODORE




Tnv nepaopevn Kopraxr) —mv Kopraxr) mg Zapapeitidog— éva ano ta Bépata g nepikorntjg too
Evayye\iov fjrav antd mept Tov «vepou Mmoo SemAEvel TIg apapTieg pag» Kat mov «§edupa my dupav
pag yua v ayarr toov @sod». Avtr v Kopuaxr), moo etvat n Kvprakn too TogAoo, exoope wg eva
oNpavtiko Bepa avto mov evat «o POTOROG Tov avipwrov.» Me to va «PAérmovpe» exovpe TV XApn
armoka\vITtovpe TV aArfeta rmept g KTioeg tob Ao Kat ) Béon pag oty ktionv Too.

210 Muotjpto tov Ayiov Barrtiopatog, pta aro Tig Ipoocevyeg Iov e01afaoe o 1epevg yid pag Sekiva
pe avtd ta Noywa: «Awavoiéov [tov dovrov Xov] Toog ogpbatpovg g d1avoiag e1g To avyacar v (avTw/avT)
oV QwTLopov Tov Evayyehion Zov.» To Evayyéhio etvat tavtoxpoveg 1 Iepa Iapadoon tov Aro-
OTOAKOU XploTiaviopov, rmov evoopatavetat otnv EA\nvo-opBodoén Iliot pag dwa too Ayiov
[Tveoparog. Etot, to Ayto Bammopa eivat o Sla@@tiopog pag 0oov agopd tny Aydrn Kat ) Zogia
0V Oc0V. H E€opoloynotg, v omnota yvewpilopev og 1o «dedTepo PAnTiopd pagy, elvat ernong o
SlaQ®TIONOG pag OXeTKd pe v Aydrn Kat ) Zogia Tov Oeod, 1¢0m NG OMoiag AmoKTov e Tr) XAPT
10V B0V Y1 VA 0EHVOLHE TV IKAVOTTA TG WPOXNS PAg yid va dtakpivel To o,TL evat Kao ano to
0,TL ELVAl KAKO. '

Kdbfe npépa otexopeda ot ypappr] petadd g Sikng pag «oopiag», aviavakAmvag to d1ko pag
BeAnpa, kat mg Zogiag tov Oeov, mov elvat To éAnpa tov Oe0v. ZdpP@VaA pe ) Baon g
ornotaodrmotag oogiag mov eivat etpeda emppereig va akolovdrjoovpe, Kavoovpe emAoyEg, ot oroieg
TEAIKA 081yoLV TO00 ERAG 600 KAt Toug AANODG 1) TIPOG ToV B0, 1) pakpid anod tov Beod. AvoToX®S,
aQVTIHETOITI{ODHE 1OXLPOVG MEPACHOVS VA dlatdfovpe Tn) {o1] ag COPPMVA He TN «CoPia» avToD Tov
MEOPEVOD KOOHOL KAl TIOD OLXVA AVTIKATOITPLCETAL O 1] IPOCMITIKY fag cogia. H cogia tov koopov
@atvetal va Baociletat oty TexVoAoyia KAt «otd HOANTIKA» T1)g eroxng pag. H Zogia too Oeod
Baoiletat otV aydnn mov yaipetat oto OeAnpa tov eov KAl 0Tav ot YPoxég pag evPioKoVIat oe
otevr) oxéorn pe myv aydamrn tov @cob. +O [TATHP ©EOAQPOZ

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« Fr. Ted will be away this week from this afternoon until this Saturday, May 27, 2023 in order to
attend his grandson’s high school graduation in Sacramento, California. Fr. Simeon Poptelecan
will substitute for Fr. Ted for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Ascension
of our Lord on Thursday, May 25th. In the event of emergency, contact Fr. David Kruse at St.
Raphael Antiochian Orthodox Church in Thousand Palms, CA. (760-408-6116).

o Thursday, May 25th .... THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

o FESTIVAL FEEDBACK LETTER—Enclosed, please find a copy of a letter sent out earlier this
week to all of our parishioners, requesting their feedback regarding decisions to be made about
the nature of our parish Greek Festivals for next year and the years to come. Parishioners may
offer more than a one-time response to this request. However, the deadline for receiving all re-
sponses is June 15th. Unreceived responses will be considered as a “no” for helping with another
Greek Festival. Responses are received via email at: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.comn. Those who do not
have email, may respond by writing a note and bringing it to Church Services for our Parish
Council to have it on file by Sunday, June 11th.
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May 16, 2023

Beloved Parishioners of St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Palm Desert, California:

Christ is Risen!

The Parish Council is struggling to determine whether or not to plan for a Greek Festival for 2024
along the same format which was used to plan the festival of this past year, 2023, given the average
age of the handful of people that come out every year to work for the success of the festival, along
with the high costs for set-up, take-down, and labor. Considering this reality, as well as the fact that
only 1/3 of our stewards work the festival, participation has decreased since our last festival, we
question the sustainability of having Festivals into the future.

We believe, if we have a festival next year it will be successful, however, we also believe the festi-
val can not be sustained because only a small percentage of the stewards work the festival. There-
fore, unless we see a multi-year commitment (in the survey below) from our stewards, we are in-
clined to abandon the festival and immediately look at other avenues of fundraising that would in-
volve the community at large.

The Parish Council would like the feedback from all of our parishioners in terms of the commitment
that each one is willing to make toward next year and future years’ festivals. If you have any ideas
on other means of fundraising please include your ideas. Please email your thoughts, along the lines
of the survey below, addressing them to: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com. We need to have your com-
ments by Wednesday, June 15, 2023 so that a final decision on this matter can be reached. A non-
response will be understood as meaning that you are not interested in helping for future festivals.

Praying that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Arisen from the dead, will grant to you all of His
many and great blessings, now and always, we remain,

Chris Maletis, Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Parish Council President Parish Priest

FESTIVAL PARTICIPATION SURVEY

1) Are you willing to work during the weekend of next year’s festival and future festivals in the
years to come? In what way would you like to help? How many shifts would you like to work?

2) Are you willing to work for the preparation of next year’s festival and future festivals in the
years to come? In what way would you like to help? How much time would you like to give in
helping to make preparations for the festival throughout the weeks leading up to the weekend of
the festival?



