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Holy Communion  

Order 

1. Please remain 
standing while  
following the direc-
tions of our ushers. 

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving. 

3. When receiving 
Holy Communion, 
make the Sign  of 
the Cross, state 
your name 
(baptismal name) , 
and naturally re-
ceive as if being 
fed. 

4. Non-Orthodox 
Christians may not 
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they 
may receive the 
Holy Bread at the 
end of the service. 

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to 
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see 
the priest if you have 
any questions. 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT 

74-109 Larrea Street                                                                                       

Palm Desert, California 92260 

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org                      Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com 

  The Ladder 

   NOVEMBER 12, 2023 

                                   

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the 
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue 
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the 
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the  ages 
of ages. Amen.” 

EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11  

Brethren, the point is this: he who sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 
must do as he has made up his mind, not re-
luctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, so that you 
may always have enough of everything and 
may provide in abundance for every good 
work. As it is written, "He scatters abroad, he 
gives to the poor; his righteousness endures 
for ever." He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your resources and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way for great generosity, which through 
us will produce thanksgiving to God.  

 

Gospel: St. Luke 10:25-37  

At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to 
the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is 
written in the law? How do you read?" And he 
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to 
him, "You have answered right; do this, and 
you will live." But he, desiring to justify him-
self, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
Jesus replied, "A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among rob-
bers, who stripped him and beat him, and de-
parted, leaving him half dead. Now by chance 
a priest was going down that road; and when 
he saw him he passed by on the other side. So 
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But 
a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where 
he was; and when he saw him, he had compas-
sion, and went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set 
him on his own beast and brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. And the next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to the inn-
keeper, saying, 'Take care of him; and whatev-
er more you spend, I will repay you when I 
come back.' Which of these three, do you 
think, proved neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?" He said, "The one who 
showed mercy on him." And Jesus said to him, 
"Go and do likewise."  

PRAYER  FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES 



GOD PROVIDES SO THAT WE CAN PROVIDE! 
”God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of every-
thing and may provide in abundance for every good work.” We heard these words through the reading of 
today's passage of the 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. It is faith in the abundance of God's 
grace that should prompt us to show God's love to others. God gives us many blessings in order to 
provide our many blessings to others and to inspire them, so that they acquire abilities that help oth-
ers to do God's Will throughout the world. God's work is always His work of love for our salvation. 

In the Lord's Parable from today's Gospel passage, Christ takes upon Himself the identity of a Sa-
maritan, suggesting that, just as the Samaritans were cut off from the Israelites, we are cut off from 
God as a result of our many sins. At the same time, we are all also like the traveler from Jericho -- 
stricken by demons and wounded by sins. 

We can dissolve the division between us and God by imitating Christ, (the "Good Samaritan"), while 
at the same time helping each other to heal the spiritual and physical wounds from which we all suf-
fer to some degree. 

The Church is the hospital of our soul and mind. The medicine is the Holy Sacraments, when taken 
as prescribed -- with confession, penance and forgiveness with faith in Christ.   +FR. THEODORE 

«Δυνατός δε ο Θεός πάσαν χάριν περισσεύσαι εις υμάς, ίνα εν παντὶ πάντοτε πάσαν αυτάρκειαν έχοντες 
περισσεύητε εις παν έργον αγαθόν...» Αυτά τα λόγια τα ακούσαμε με την ανάγνωση της σημερινής 
περικοπής της 2ας Επιστολής του Αγ. Παύλου προς τους Κορινθίους. Είναι η πίστις στην αφθονία 
της χάριτος του Θεού που πρέπει να μας ωθεί να δείχνουμε την αγάπη του Θεού στους άλλους. Ο 
Θεός μας δίνει πολλά χαρίσματα με σκοπό να παρέχουμε τα πολλά μας χαρίσματα σε άλλους και να 
τους εμπνεύσουμε, ούτως ώστε να αποκτούν ικανότητες που να βοηθούν ακόμη άλλους για να γίνη 
το Θέλημα του Θεού σε όλον τον κόσμο. Το έργο του Θεού είναι πάντοτε το έργο της αγάπης Του για 
τη σωτηρία μας.  

Στην Παραβολή του Κυρίου της σημερινής Ευαγγελικής περικοπής, ο Χριστός παίρνει επάνω Του 
την ταυτότητα ενός Σαμαρείτη, υποδηλώνοντας ότι, όπως αποκόπηκαν οι Σαμαρείτες από τους 
Ισραηλίτες, εμείς αποκοπήκαμε από τον Θεό, ως αποτέλεσμα των πολλών αμαρτιών μας. Ταυτό-
χρόνως, είμεθα όλοι επίσης σαν τον ταξιδιώτη από την Ιεριχώ -- έχουμε χτυπηθεί από δαίμονες και 
είμεθα τραυματισμένοι από αμαρτίες. 

Μπορούμε να διαλύσουμε τη διαίρεση μεταξύ εμάς και του Θεού μιμούμενοι τον Χριστό, (τον 

             Συνέχεια στην επόμενη σελίδα--—-> 

Liturgical Notes for Today 

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “O Christ, the Angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, 
the guards were as dead, and Mary stood by the grave, seeking Your sacred Body. You destroyed Hades, yet 
remained untouched by it. You encountered the Virgin and, through Her, bestowed life. Glory to You Who 
have risen from the dead!”/Αγγελικαί δυνάμεις...  
 2) “O venerable Father, you earned your reward by your patience, persevering in unceasing prayer. 
You loved the poor and provided for them. Now, intercede O blessed merciful John, to Christ our God to save 
our souls.”/ Εν τη υπομονή σου εκτήσω... 
            3) “Since you are a deliverer of captives…” [Hymn of St. George]/Ως των αιχμαλώτων 
ελευθερωτής...  
  4) Kontakion: “Today the most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the 
sacred treasure of the glory of God enters this house of the Lord brining with Her the grace of the Divine Spirit. 
The angels of God praise Her. She is the heavenly tabernacle.”/Ο Καθαρώτατος Ναός... 



WEEKDAY CALENDAR  

Monday, November 13th…….Philoptochos General Members Meeting—11:30 a.m.                                         
                    Festival Meeting—4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 14th……Bible Study—10:00 a.m.                                                                                           
        AHEPA Meeting—6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 16th…..Parish Council Meeting –2:00 p.m. 

Next Sunday, November 19th…St. George Fall General Assembly Meeting — Following the celebration of the 
        Divine Liturgy 

 

 

«Καλόν Σαμαρείτη»), ενώ ταυτοχρόνως να βοηθούμε ο ένας τον άλλον να θεραπεύσουμε τις 
πνευματικές και σωματικές πληγές από τις οποίες υποφέρουμε όλοι μέχρι ένα σημείον. 

Η Εκκλησία είναι το νοσοκομείο της ψυχής και του νου μας. Το φάρμακο είναι τα Αγια Μυστήρια, 
όταν μεταλαμβάνονται όπως ορίζεται -- με εξομολόγηση, μετάνοια και συγχώρεση με πίστη τον 
Χριστό.      +Ο ΠΑΤΗΡ ΘΕΟΔΩΡΟΣ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL— Regular Sunday School classes resume today, with added attention to 

our annual Sunday School Christmas Program, which will be presented on Sunday, December 

10, 2023, the theme of which is “Living Icons of the Nativity.” See the enclosed Sunday School 
2023-2024 Family Calendar. 

PHILOPTOCHOS -Today is the Philoptochos “Paint & Sip” Party, beginning at 12 noon. Please 
note the additional Philoptochos announcements for this week... 
 o Thank you to all who attended Saturday’s Philoptochos “Welcome Back to the Desert” 
 reception!  We are grateful for the support of our community and to the volunteers that  made 
 this event possible! 
 o Monday, Nov. 13th, 11:30 AM is the Philoptochos General Members Meeting with a special 
 guest speaker from SafeHouse of the Desert.  Our chapter will be donating the no-sew blan-
 kets that we have been making over the past several months to this organization. 
 o  Tuesday & Wednesday, Nov. 14th, 15th we will be baking Greek cookies, melamakarona & 
 paximathia.  We are in need of volunteers.  Please contact Tina or Rhonda if you can help.  
 o  Our annual Philoptochos Christmas Party is Saturday, Dec. 9th.  Seating is limited so make 
 your reservation soon.  See Tina. 

 VETERANS TO BE HONORED — Today, we offer our sincere gratitude to the members of our 
parish who have served and who are still serving in the Armed Forces of our country.  

 COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD—Enclosed, please find a copy of our annual “St. George 
Community Christmas Card Participation Form.” We look forward to everyone’s participation in 
sharing the blessings of our Lord’s Nativity. 

 FESTIVAL MEETING—Tomorrow, November 13th  at our parish hall at 4:00 p.m.! 

 AHEPA—The members of our AHEPA 528 Chapter will meet on Tuesday, November 14th at 

6:00 p.m. at our parish hall. Please note that this year’s AHEPA Christmas dinner will be a pot-
luck dinner held at our parish hall on Tuesday, December 12th at 6:00 p.m. See the enclosed flyer. 

                                ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE——-> 



 

 

 

 

 

2024 

GREEK FESTIVAL 

MEETING 

Monday, 

November 13, 2023 

At  

4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 GENERAL ASSEMBLY - We trust that all of our parish stewards received the mailing with the 
notification of our St. George Fall General Assembly Meeting, which will be held following the 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy in our parish hall next Sunday, November 19,2023. Included in 
the mailing were copies of the minutes from the last General Assembly Meeting and financial 
reports, along with updates regarding our parish programs and ministries. Those who have and 
are contributing responsible stewardship contributions toward next their 2023 Stewardship 
Pledge may participate in this important Fall General Assembly Meeting. 



2023 CHRISTMAS CARD 

Dear Parishioners, 

Once again, our community of St George Greek Orthodox Church of the Desert will be preparing a Parish Christmas Card.  We 

are certain that all of you will want to participate in this very popular and meaningful Christmas Blessing. 

Please join the many families of our parish in expressing Christmas Greetings to fellow members and friends by completing this 

form.  A donation of $20.00 should be enclosed along with this form and made payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church of 

the Desert.  You can mail it to 74109 Larrea St., Palm Desert, CA 92261 or give to Tina Veroulis in the office.  We would appreci-

ate the return of the form by November 25, 2023. 

Please print your name, as you would like it to appear on the card on the line below.  (PLEASE PRINT) 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________________Amount Enclosed:  $_________ 

Deadline:  November 25, 2023 








