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ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT
74-109 Larrea Street

Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org

Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
74-109 Larrea St.

Palm Desert, CA.92260
Tel: (760) 568-9901

or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Proistamenos (Pastor)
—Deacon Euthym
Kontaxis, M.D.
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PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

EPISTLE-Ephesians 2:14-22

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made us
both one, and has broken down the dividing
wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the
law of commandments and ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace, and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an
end. And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were
near; for through him we both have access in
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and sojourners, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the
whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you
also are built into it for a dwelling place of God
in the Spirit.

GOSPEL - St. Luke 12:16-21

The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich
man brought forth plentifully; and he thought
to himself, 'What shall | do, for | have nowhere
to store my crops?' And he said, 'l will do this: |
will pull down my barns, and build larger ones;
and there | will store all my grain and my
goods. And | will say to my soul, 'Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; take
your ease, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said
to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required
of you; and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?' So is he who lays up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God." As he said these things, he cried out:
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “By Your Cross, O Christ our God, You destroyed
death; You opened Paradise to the thief; You transformed the lament of the Myrrh-bearing Women and You
commanded the Apostles to proclaim You are risen, granting the world Your great mercy.” /Katé\voag t®
ZTavpo...

2) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Q¢ tov ayypaloteov
ehevbep@Tr|G...

3) Kontakion: “Today the most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the
sacred treasure of the glory of God enters this house of the Lord brining with Her the grace of the Divine Spirit.
The angels of God praise Her. She is the heavenly tabernacle.”/O Kabapwtatog Naog...

"HE WHO HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR”
Our Lord concluded the parable that we heard from today’s Gospel passage, saying, “He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!” These words of our Savior are found at least 14 times throughout the New Tes-
tament. These are words of God’s love! They are words that are the essence of any relationship that
we can have with God and with the people around us.

Our very livelihoods are based on listening. Doing any business and/or living harmoniously as
members of a family is a matter of listening to the needs expressed by the customer or the loved one
in order to know how to respond. Children need to listen to their parents in order to know what is
good for them. In the same way, we, being children of God, need to listen to the voice God that is
found in the Bible, as well as in our conscience in order for us to know what is good for us. It’s hard
to listen when we are focused on our own agenda, or daydreaming, or when we are doing all the
talking. Prayer is not so much a matter of talking, but of listening to God. Ultimately, it is a lifestyle
of spiritual contemplation and “the silence” that is spoken of by our Saints. It requires humility,
knowing that what God wants is not always what we want —and what we want is not always good
for us.

Today, our Lord tells us that whatever is good for our soul is more precious than all the treasures of
the world, because God treasures our soul far more. We know this from our Saints; for, with God,
miracles occur that cannot be bought with all the treasures of the world. +FR. THEODORE

O Xp1otog eteleimoe TNV DApaPoAr] ITOL AKOLOAE KATA TO AVAYVWOO T1)G ONHEPLVI|G IIEPTKOIIIG TOV
EvayyeAiov, Aéeyovtag: «O éyov ota akovey, akovétod!» AvTd td AOy1ld TOL ZOTHPOG PAG EDPLOKOVTAL
TovAdaytotov 14 gpopeg oty Kawvr) Atabnkn. Avta etvat Aoyia g tov Oeo0 ayanng! Eivat Aéetg moo
aroTteAoLY TNV ovoia KAabe oxeong oL PIIOPOLHE VA £XOVHE pe TOV Oeo Kat pe Toug avipwIiong yopwm
pag.

H i6wa n {wr) pag Paoiletat oty mpobopia pag va akovoovpe pe mpooox) Tov akdov. To va kavoope
onoladnmote emyeipnorn 1/ xat va {Ovpe APPOVIKA MG PEAT Pdg OKOYEVELAG etvat Oepa IIPOOEKTIKIG
AKPOJOEMG Y1d VA YVOPLOODHEV TIG OKEWELG KAl TIG AVAYKEG IOL eKPPAOVTAl Arld TOV MEAATE), 1) AIIO
TO AyAInpEVO IPOORIIO Yid va avtarnoxkpiovpe onwg npénet. Ta natdid mpemnet va akovy Tovg
yoveig Tovg yia va epoovv Tt etvat yia to KaAo Tovg. Me tov 1010 Tporo, epelg, og tékva tov @eov,
Xpetadetat va akovE IPOOEKTIK®G T1) ¢mVI) ToL @eov oo evpioketat oty Ayta ['paer), kabwg xat
otr) ovveildnor) pag ya va SEpovpe Tt etvat To Kaho yia epdg. Etvat Svokolo va akovpe yia Tig
avaykeg twv AA®V otav evotagepopeda povov yia ta Owkda pag Oepata, 1 0tav OAo pAdpe ovvExeLd.
H nipooevyr) Sev etvat 100 Bépa ophiag, ald mpoooxt) oty @mv) oo Ocov. Tehkd, etvat pa
IIVELPATIKI) (1] KAl «1 OlOIIT)» IIEPL TG ortotag opthody ot Aytot pag. H mveopatikr) {or) anattet arod
EPAG TAIIEWVOPPOOLVI), YV®PIfovTag 0Tt avTo oL BéAet o Oedg dev elvatl mavtote avto mov Helovpe -
Kat avto nov Bélovpe dev etvatl mAVTOTE yia TO KANO ERAG.

Zoveyea 0Ty enopevy oelida-- —->




Znpepa, o Xplotog pag Aget OTL O, Tt elvatl KaAO yia TNV Yoxr| pag eivat mo ITOADTIL ario OAOLG TODG
Bnoavpovg Tov KOOpOL, ylati 0 Oedg eKTIPA TV YPOXI] KAG ITOAD IEPLOOOTEPO ATIO OAO TOV XPLOO TOD
KOOpov. Avto to pabatvoope yvopifovtag tovg Ayiovg pag, yati, pe tov @eo, yivovtatl Bavpata moo
dev propovv va ayopactovv pe OAovg tovg Onoavpoig tov koopov. +O ITATHP ©@EOAQPOX

MEMORIAL —Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the servant of God,
Naomi Haralambidis (40 days), the beloved cousin of Tasia Richards. May our Lord God and Savior

Jesus Christ grant Eternal Rest and Salvation to Naomi Haralambidis and may He grant peace and
comfort to Tasia Richards and family. MAY HER MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Tuesday, November 21st...... PRESENTATION OF THE THEOTOKOS IN THE TEMPLE
Orthros-8:30 a.m./ Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.
Bible Study-11:00 a.m.

Thursday, November 23rd....Thanksgiving Day (office closed)

Saturday, November 25th......ST. CATHERINE THE GREAT MARTYR
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« Today, ST. GEORGE FALL GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Those who have and are contributing re-
sponsible stewardship contributions toward next their 2023 Stewardship Pledge may participate
in this important Fall General Assembly Meeting.

« SUNDAY SCHOOL — Regular Sunday School classes resume today, with added attention to
our annual Sunday School Christmas Program, which will be presented on Sunday, December
10, 2023, the theme of which is “Living Icons of the Nativity.” See the enclosed Sunday School
2023-2024 Family Calendar.

o PHILOPTOCHOS —Enclosed is the “Philoptochos Christmas Party” flyer. This year’s Philopto-
chos Christmas Party and Luncheon will take place at Sun City on Sunday, December 9th at
11:00 a.m.

« COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD —Enclosed, please find a copy of our annual “St. George
Community Christmas Card Participation Form.” We look forward to everyone’s participation in
sharing the blessings of our Lord’s Nativity.




CENTENNIAL =

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL
Prot. No. 325/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical for Thanksgiving
November 23, 2023

Unto the...entirety of the Christ-loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Give thanks in everything, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
(I Thessalonians 5:18)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

Our National Day of Thanksgiving arrives in a time when the world is in turmoil, and “wars
and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6) cast a pall over the global community. It is often difficult to
muster the intention to be thankful in such moments. But as the Apostle Paul reminds us in his first
letter to the nascent Christian community in Thessaloniki, we fulfill the will of God by our grati-
tude. This does not mean that we are thankful for the miseries that afflict the world, but that even in
such distressing and sad circumstances, we persist through them.

President Abraham Lincoln, in one of his precursor “Thanksgiving” proclamations (July 15,
1863), just days after the bloody victory at the Battle of Gettysburg, said: “It is meet and right to rec-
ognize and confess the presence of the Almighty Father, and the power of His hand, equally in these
triumphs and in these sorrows.” In the midst of the brutal Civil War, Lincoln acknowledged the
“presence” of God. And this is what giving thanks in all things really means.

The gratitude that is expressed in our Thanksgiving meals and gatherings is an acknowledg-
ment of God’s ultimate will in our lives. We pass through suffering in this world, but like the Pas-
sion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ, we also pass-over to Resurrection. We can look around and
give in to despair, or we can give thanks to God for His will that “all people should be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4).

Therefore, my beloved Christians, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us look beyond to the truth
of God’s providential love for us, and offer Him the gratitude which can transform our world into
His Kingdom.

With gratitude for each and every one of you
in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



2023 CHRISTMAS CARD

TMERR Y
CHRISTMAS

Dear Parishioners,

Once again, our community of St George Greek Orthodox Church of the Desert will be preparing a Parish Christmas Card. We
are certain that all of you will want to participate in this very popular and meaningful Christmas Blessing.

Please join the many families of our parish in expressing Christmas Greetings to fellow members and friends by completing this
form. A donation of $20.00 should be enclosed along with this form and made payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church of
the Desert. You can mail it to 74109 Larrea St., Palm Desert, CA 92261 or give to Tina Veroulis in the office. We would appreci-
ate the return of the form by November 25, 2023.

Please print your name, as you would like it to appear on the card on the line below. (PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address

Phone Amount Enclosed: $

Deadline: November 25,2023



A

Philoptochos

Christmas Party
Dec. 9th 11:00 am _ @
Sun City Clubhouse e
38180 Del Webb Bivd, Palm Desert %

Please Join Us! Bring a Friend!
-RSVP by December 4th-

Luncheon Price $60.00 per person includes:

Buffet luncheon with Tri-tip steak & baked fish, salad,
potatoes, rice pilaf. seasonal vegstables & bread plus a special
cessert. Coffee, iced tea, & water included. Cash Bar.
“Vegetarian meal option is available.

Cash Bar! Music! Hostess Gift! Rafflef
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| am attending: (Name) g

——— —— ——

| am bringing a guest: (Name) , ‘,;«;\"*M
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Total Number Attending:__.
Payment Type: Cash Check coC

Total Payment Amount: .
er a: “Vegetarian Msal (circle) %
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ST GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

74109 Larrea St, Palm Desert, CA — 760-568-9901
FR. Ted Pantels 760-880-5869 — Mrs. Athena Snarskis 219-313-6940

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2023/24
FAMILY CALENDER

Sunday School Class — Every 2™ Sunday of the Month.
Outreach Project events — TBA each month see below

Sept 10 Regular class schedule
Sept 17 Regular class schedule for SERVICE PROIECT 417 . i
Sept 24 Family Worship Sunday (class not held

Oct 1 Family Worship Sunday (class not held)
Oct 8 Regular class schedule

Oct 15 Family Worship Sunday (class not held)
Oct 22 Regular class schedule -

Oct 29 Family Worship Sunday (class not held

Nov 5 Family Worship Sunday (class not held) 1 -

Nov 12 Regular class schedule - Nativity Practice 'ff: J-ﬁfj?ﬁ
Nov 19 Regular class schedule - Nativity Practice ﬂ'm@ e&
Nov 26 Hﬂ'ﬂhr class schedule - Matiuiﬁ Practice e

Dec 3 Regular class schedule - Nativity Practice
Dec 10 “LIVING ICONS OF THE NATIVITY” PROGRAM
Dec 17 Family Worship Sunday (class not held)

Dec 24 Family Worship Sunday (class not held)

Dec 31 Family Worship Sunday (class not held

Jan 7, 2024 | Family Worship Sunday (class not held)
Jan 14 Regular class schedule
Jan 21 Family Worship Sunday (class not held)
Jan 28 Regular class schedule — SERVICE PROJECT TBA




ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, PALM DESERT, CA

Sunday School Families and Parishioners!

Below is “The Nativity Hymn” we will all sing
together at the end of our program “ICONS
OF THE NATIVITY” on Sunday, December 10", 2023.

We have included a BEAUTIFUL RECORDING
from our Deaconess Krisann Kontaxis for you to

learn and practice together!
Many Blessings!

Fr. Ted Pantels, Presb. Petula Pantels
& Mrs. Athena Snarskis

Thy Nativity Hymn

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,

Has shine the light of knowledge upon the world,

For thereby, they that worship the stars,

Were instructed by a star, to worship Thee, the Sun of righteousness,
And to know Thee, the Day-Spring from on high,

O Lord Glory be to Thee!



