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ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT

74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org

Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
74-109 Larrea St.

Palm Desert, CA.92260
Tel: (760) 568-9901

or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
Proistamenos (Pastor)
—Deacon Euthym
Kontaxis, M.D.
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PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-

EPISTLE—Ephesians 4:1-7

Brethren, |, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to
lead a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all lowliness and meek-
ness, with patience, forbearing one another in
love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us
all, who is above all and through all and in all.
But grace was given to each of us according to
the measure of Christ's gift.

GOSPEL—St. Luke 18:18-27

At that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked
him, "Good Teacher, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do

you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not
commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do
not bear false witness, Honor your father and
mother.'" And he said, "All these | have ob-
served from my youth." And when Jesus heard
it, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell
all that you have and distribute it to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me." But when he heard this he
became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking
at him said, "How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then
who can be saved?" But he said, "What is im-
possible with men is possible with God."

munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

STEWARDSHIP

“Stewardship is our response to God’s grace and moves us from grace to grati-
tude. Just as we love because God first loved us (I John 4:14), we give because
God first gave to us. The question of the Psalmist “IWhat shall I give to the Lord in
return for all His benefits towards me?” (Ps 116:2), is answered in every liturgy
when we pray, ‘Let us offer ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our
God."...As Eucharistic Orthodox Christians, we see the world as God’s gift. We
offer the world back to God in thanksgiving with the words, “Thine own of Thine
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own we offer to Thee....

—Taken from www.goarch.org. Written by Fr. Jim Kordaris, Director
of the Archdiocese Department of Stewardship and Evangelism.




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “O Merciful One You came from on high, and conde-
scended to Your three day burial, to save us from passions. You are our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory
to You.” / ES byoog katnAbeg...

2) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Q¢ tov ayypalotov
ehevbepTr|G...

3) Kontakion: “Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the eternal Logos. Heark-
ening to this, rejoice, O Universe, and with the angels and shepherds glorify Him, the God before all ages, Who
willed to be held as a young child.”/H TlapBevog orjpepov...

THE CHURCH IS OUR SPIRITUAL HOME
As members of our Savior’s Church, we are to be of one mind and one heart, united with Christ and
with each other in the spirit of faith and humility; with patience, forbearing one another with love in
a bond of peace. In contrast to today’s message from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, we have the
image of the ruler from today’s Gospel according to St. Luke, who wanted to know what was re-
quired of him to inherit Eternal Life for himself.

At heart, the ruler was interested in his own salvation, not in the salvation of others. The very es-
sence of our Lord’s message to him is that his salvation depended on his faith in God and his love for
others. Telling him to sell all that he had and to give to the poor was not intended to turn the ruler
into a poor beggar himself. In fact, the Apostles, though not wealthy, were still not poor beggars or
burdens to others. In telling him to sell his possessions and give to the poor, our Lord is telling us to
avoid being self-centered and to offer care for the welfare of others, having faith in God, with Whom
all things are possible, rather than placing our whole faith in material possessions.

Care for others includes praying for others; comforting others; respecting others — giving our time
and talents for the welfare of others — all of this is important for our salvation in Christ. If we re-
member that the Church is our spiritual home, material possessions take on a different meaning than
if we think of the Church as a “business.” We do not think of our families as a “business,” even
though we know that possessions are important to our physical wellbeing. Ideally, every family ad-
dresses its economic concerns in an atmosphere of love. In the same way, let us think of our Church
as our family, with love for one another and faith in God. +FR. THEODORE

Qg péAn g AAnOwvrig ExxAnotiag too Xpiotoo, npémnet va eipeda avipmriot evog mvedpatog Kat piag
KApOldg, eVOPEVOL Pe TOV XPLOoTO KAt PETASD HAG £V IIVEDPATL TG MIOTEMG KAl TNG TATIELVOPPOOVLVIG
L€ DIIOPOVT), AVEXOVTAG O £VAG TOV AANOV e aydrin oty Oeopo g elprvg. Ze avtibeon pe v
ONpEPVI) MePKoI) ek TG EmotoArg too Anootolov ITavAov npog Egeoiovg, exovpe To mapdadetypa
TODL NYEPOVA €K TG ONHEPIVIIG TIEPIKOITG TOL Katd Aovkdv EvayyeAiov, o omoiog rjfele va pabet tt
xpetadotav yid Tov eautOV TOL MOTE VA KANPOVOPLoet 0 10106 TV Aldviov Zon)v.

Kata pabog, o nyepwv evitagepotayv yia I d1kr) Tov omtnpid, Xt yid ) ootpia tov a\aov. H
ovoia Tov AoyoL Tov Kvpiov mpog avtov 1tav ot 1) ootnpida tov etvat 0épa g moteng Tov otov Oed
KAt TG aydIIng Tov yia tovg dAovg. Exel mov o Xp1otog tov eire va ovAroet 0,1t elye kat va Owoet
OTOLG PT®XOVG OeV elye OKOIO VA PETATPEWEL TOV 1010 TOV IYEPOVA 08 PTOXO {NTIAVO. ZThV IPAYHa-
TIKOTNTA, Ot ATIOOTOAOL, av Kat Oev rjoav mAovotot, dev 1fjoav akopn ¢tmxot {ntiavor e1g Bapog tov
aMev. Exet 61100 0 Xp1oT0g TOL €lrre va movAr)oet Td DIIAPYOVTA TOL KAt Vd O®OEL OTOVG PTOYOG,
pag Aéet va pnv evotagepopeda povov yia Tov eavtov pag, aAAd va IPooPePOVHE KAAd Epya yid TV
eonpepla twv aANav, Exovtag miotn otov O¢o, pe Tov Omoto OAa etvat dvovatd, mapa va eXoope
ArIoALT Mot OTa VAKA ayadd.

2ovéyela oty emouevy oerida-- —->




H @povtida yia tovg aAAovg mepthapPavet Ipooevyt) yia Toug AAODG, TIAPIYOPLd Y1 000VG
VIIOPEPOLYV, 0eBACHO Y1 TOVG ANNODG YOP® PAG— TO VA IIPOOPEPOVHE TOV XPOVO, TIG OIKOVOHTKEG
dwpeég, Kat Ta TAAEVTA Pag Yd TV e0NPEPLA TOV AAN®V — OAa ypelalovTdt emiong yid v ev Xploto
ontnplav pag. Xt v aindeta, 11 ExkAnoia eivat 1o mveopatiko pag omity, Kat Td DAKA DIIAPXoVTd
MIPETIEL VA £XOVV YA £pag dtagopetikr) Béon amno o, Ba etyav eav ebewpovoapev v ExxkAnota wg
«eproplov». Aev Be@poVpE TIG OIKOYEVELEG PLAG MG «EPIIOPLOV», IIAPOANO IOV YV®PIOLHE OTL TA DAIKA
DIIAPXOVTA £lVAl CNPAVTIKA YA TNV O®PATIKY pag {wr). I0avikag, n owkoyevela kpatd Ta
«OIKOVOHIKA» TNG O¢ atpeopatpa ayarrs. Me tov 1dto 1pomo, ag Oewprioovpev v ExkAnota pag oav
OlKOYEVeLd, pe aydIn o évag yid tov aAAov kat pe miotn otov @eo.  +O [TATHP @EOAQPOX

MEMORIAL — Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the servant of
God, Mary Chakos Andros (5 yrs.), the beloved mother of Nicholas Andros. May our Lord God and
Savior Jesus Christ grant Eternal Rest and Salvation to Mary Chakos Andros and may He grant
peace and comfort to Nicholas Andros. MAY HER MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, November 28th........ No Bible Study class this week.

Wednesday, November 29th....Online Orthodox Catechism Class —6:30 p.m. Contact Fr. Ted at (760)
880-5869 to receive a “Zoom” link.

Thursday, November 30th....... ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

Friday, December 1st ............. Service of the Blessing of the Waters (Agiasmo) - 10:00 a.m. Those
who cannot participate in the Agiasmo Service may receive Holy Water on Sunday, December 3rd.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
« SUNDAY SCHOOL — Regular Sunday School classes continue today, with added attention to
our annual Sunday School Christmas Program, which will be presented on Sunday, December
10, 2023, the theme of which is “Living Icons of the Nativity.” See the enclosed flyer.

« ONLINE ORTHODOX CATECHISM CLASS - Wednesday, November 29th at 6:30 p.m. Please
contact Fr. Ted at (760) 880-5869 to receive a “Zoom” link for the online class.

« PHILOPTOCHOS — The Philoptochos Holiday Bake Sale is underway. Greek pastries are avail-
able for purchase today and tomorrow (November 27th). The enclosed flyer indicates the pastries
available and their prices. Also enclosed is the “Philoptochos Christmas Party” flyer. This year’s
Philoptochos Christmas Party and Luncheon will take place at Sun City on Sunday, December
9th at 11:00 a.m.

« COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD —Enclosed is the “St. George Community Christmas Card
Participation Form” to share in the blessings of our Lord’s Nativity. Today is the deadline!

« PARISH COUNCIL CANDIDACY FORMS - Those who want to be considered for candidacy
for election to the Parish Council for 2024 may receive a “Parish Council Candidacy Form.” Fr.
Ted. The forms should be completed and returned to our office by next Sunday, December 3rd.
A Parish Council member must be a member of the parish for at least one year and have been
baptized and, if married, married according to the Rites of the Greek Orthodox Church, as well
as being a regular participant in the worship life of our Church. It is also required for one to par-
ticipate in Archdiocese Youth Safety Program by completing the youth training course and
background check in conformity to the requirements of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.




ST. GEORGE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS
HOLIDAY BAKE SALE

Koulourakia—512.00 per 12 pieces
Paximathia —512.00 per 12 pieces
Kourembiethes —512.00 per 6 pieces
Melamakarona —$12.00 per 6 pieces
Baklava— $12.00 per 4 pieces

Combination Boxes available!

Pick-up dates: Today and Monday, November 20th & 27th

Thank you for supporting our Philoptochos Chapter!



2023 CHRISTMAS CARD

TMERRY
CHRISTMAS

Dear Parishioners,

Once again, our community of St George Greek Orthodox Church of the Desert will be preparing a Parish Christmas Card. We
are certain that all of you will want to participate in this very popular and meaningful Christmas Blessing.

Please join the many families of our parish in expressing Christmas Greetings to fellow members and friends by completing this
form. A donation of $20.00 should be enclosed along with this form and made payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church of
the Desert. You can mail it to 74109 Larrea St., Palm Desert, CA 92261 or give to Tina Veroulis in the office. We would appreci-
ate the return of the form by November 25, 2023.

Please print your name, as you would like it to appear on the card on the line below. (PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address

Phone Amount Enclosed: $

Deadline: November 25, 2023




A

Philoptochos

Christmas Party

@ Dec. 9th 11:00 am
Sun City Clubhouse 'y
38180 Del Webb Bivd, Palm Desert « .

Please Join Us! Bring a Friend!
pe 1N _RSVP by December 4th-

Luncheon Price $60.00 per person includes:

Buffet luncheon with Tri-tip steak & baked fish, salad,
potatoes, rice pilaf. seasonal vegstables & bread plus a special

degsert. Coffee, iced tea, & water included. Cash Bar. 4
“Vegetarian meal option is available.
Gash Bar! Music! Hostess Gift! Rafflef &
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i az‘, Total Number Attending:___ S
3 &l Payment Type: Cash Check 4575 :
;- "‘&,& Total Payment Amount: :
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ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH, PALM DESERT, CA

Sunday School Families and Parishioners!

Below is “The Nativity Hymn” we will all sing
together at the end of our program “ICONS

OF THE NATIVITY’ on Sunday, December 10",
2023.

We have included a BEAUTIFUL RECORDING
from our Deaconess Krisann Kontaxis for you to
learn and practice together!

Many Blessings!

Fr. Ted Pantels, Presb. Petula Pantels
& Mrs. Athena Snarskis

Thy Nativity Hymn

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,

Has shine the light of knowledge upon the world,

For thereby, they that worship the stars,

Were instructed by a star, to worship Thee, the Sun of righteousness,
And to know Thee, the Day-Spring from on high,

O Lord Glory be to Thee!



