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Holy Communion

Order

1.

Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

THE LA

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

EPISTLE—Titus 3:8-15

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to
insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to apply them-
selves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controver-
sies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
over the law, for they are unprofitable and
futile. As for a man who is factious, after ad-
monishing him once or twice, have nothing
more to do with him, knowing that such a per-
son is perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicos
to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopo-
lis, for | have decided to spend the winter
there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack
nothing. And let our people learn to apply
themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases
of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All
who are with me send greeting to you. Greet
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with
you all. Amen.

GOSPEL—St. Luke 8:5-15

The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out
to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell
along the path, and was trodden under foot,
and the birds of the air devoured it. And some

fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered
away, because it had no moisture. And some
fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it
and choked it. And some fell into good soil and
grew, and yielded a hundredfold." And when
his disciples asked him what this parable
meant, he said, "To you it has been given to
know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but
for others they are in parables, so that seeing
they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand. Now the parable is this: The seed
is the word of God. The ones along the path
are those who have heard; then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, that they may not believe and be
saved. And the ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy; but these have no root, they believe for a
while and in time of temptation fall away. And
as for what fell among the thorns, they are
those who hear, but as they go on their way
they are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not ma-
ture. And as for that in the good soil, they are
those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an
honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit
with patience." As he said these things, he
cried out," He who has ears to hear, let him
hear."

THE 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL —On the Sunday that falls on or immedi-
ately after the eleventh of this month, we commemorate the holy Fathers of the
7th Ecumenical Council, gathered in Nicaea in 787, which upheld the use of
Holy Icons for prayer and worship. Icons teach that Jesus Christ, the Only-
Begotten Son of the Living God -- “True God of True God” -- was Incarnated by
the Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit and became Man for our salvation.




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: “When You descended to death, O Immortal Life,, then
the light of Your divinity destroyed Hades. When You raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heav-
enly powers cried out, ‘Glory to You, O Christ our God, the Giver of Life.””/ Ote xatr)Abeg mpog tov
Bavartov...

2) “You are greatly glorified, O Christ our God, who established our Fathers as luminaries upon the
earth, and through them led us all to the true Faith. O Most compassionate, glory to You.”/Ynepdedogao-
HEVOG...

3) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov aiypalotov
ehevbepTr|G...

4) Kontakion: “Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the Maker always steadfast,
do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In Your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly peti-
tion you. Hasten Your intercession and urgently make entreaty; for You unfailingly defend, Theotokos, those
who honor You.”/IIpootacia tov Xplotiavav...

THE BIBLE & THE CHURCH
The first Christians lived in a world in which philosophical schools and non-Christian ideologies abounded.
In our own age, however, we have modern Biblical scholarship which began to allow for more liberal inter-
pretations of the Bible, based on conjectures that spring from various types of “research,” or “philosophies,”
while dismissing the divine character of Apostolic Tradition. Over time, individuals began to claim the right
to interpret the Bible as they see fit, based on personal “research,” giving way to the idea that the Bible is
somehow up for debate as to its meaning in our lives, regardless of the teachings of the Church, which was
first established by Christ Himself with His Apostles.

Under the current mind-set, as was also the case in St. Paul’s era, when people do not agree with the teachings
of the Church, they feel offended when the Church does not agree with them. From St. Paul’s point of view, as
noted in his Epistle to Titus, they are “self-condemned,” because they choose to follow their own way, rather
than that of Church. In addition, today’s Gospel passage warns us to look into our hearts and souls in order to
determine the direction that we want to take in our lives. God’s Word is not at fault if our souls are “choked
with the cares of the world,” or if we are unwilling to fight against the devil’s deceptions and temptations.
God’s Word is the Eternal Truth manifested in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who Himself is God.

To continue learning about the meaning of the Bible and how it is to be lived, it is necessary to understand the
meaning of our prayers in Orthodox worship; to attend Orthodox retreats and Bible studies, and to read Or-
thodox Christian inspirational writings. In doing so, we adopt the “mind of the Church,” which is, at the same
time, the “mind of the Bible” — and, it is in this “mind” that we find peace in our souls. ~+FR. THEODORE

Ot npwtot Xprotiavot e(rjodoav oe évav KOO0 OTOV OII010 Ol PIAOCOPIKEG OXONEG KAl Ot pn-
Xprotiavikeg 1deohoyleg epvOpilav Toug TPOIIONG TG KOWMVIAg TOL apYaiov KOOHOo. Ztr) O1kr) pag
EIOXT), WOTO0O, £XOupE OLYXPOoVeG Beoloyikeg ormovdeg g Ayiag I'pagr|g, o1 onoleg apyloav va
EMTPENOLY M0 PAeAevbepeg eppnveleg g Ayiag I'pagrig, Baciopeveg oe okéWelg oo nnyaloov amo
dLaPOPOLG TOIIODG «EPELVAG» 1] «PINOCOPIEG», EVA ATIOPPIUITOLV TOV OETKO YAPAKTH)PA TNG
Arniootolkng ITapadooemwg. Metda ano moAa xpovia, ot avBpwIiot apyloav va Iaipvooy nave Tovg
10 dikailopa va eppnvedoovv v Ayia I'pagr) onwg Belovv, oe BAoh IPOOKIIKIG «EPELVAG», PEOW TG
onotiag éyoov Vv Wéa ot 1) Ayta I'pagr) etvat eva Oepa yia grhooco@ikr) ovlrtnor) g Ipog To VOonpd
¢ ya v onpepvr) {wr) pag, aveSaptnta amo tig dtdaokalieg g ExkAnotag, moo apywda 10pvbnke
aro tov Idto tov Xp1oto pe tovg ArtootoAovg Too.

ZOPQ®VA PE T ONHEPLVI] VOOTPOIIid, O®G ovvePatve Kat otny enoyn) oo Ayioo ITadAov, otav ot
avlparot dev copPmvoLy pe Tig Stdaokalieg g ExkAnotag, atobavovtat mpooPePAnpévor otav 1)

Zoveyea oty enopevy oelida-- —->




ExxAnota dev oopgpavet padi tovg. Ao v doyn tov Ay. ITabAov, onieg onpetmvetat otnv
Emotolr) tov ripog tov Tito, elvat «avtokatadikacpévolr, ernetdn) emeyoov va akolovdrjooov tov
k0 Tovg Spopo, mapd avtov g ExkAnotag. Emurhéov, n onpepvi) Evayye\ikn) mepukornr) pag
rpoetdornotel va eSeTAO0LHE T KAPOEG KA TI§ WPOYEG HAG Y1d VA IIPOCOI0PIo0vHE TOV OPOHO IOV
Behovpe va akohovBrjoovpe ot (wr) pag. O Aoyog tov OeoD Oev @tatet eav Ot PoLXEG PAG «IIViyovTal
aro Tig PEPLHVESG TOL KOOPOL» 1] av eipeba ampobopot va moAeprjoovpe eVAVTIA OTIG ATIATEG KAl TOVG
nelpaocpovg tov daPforov. O Aoyog tov Oeo0 etvat 1) Atwvia AAfPeia Iov pavepwveTdat oto
[Tpdowrio tov Xpiotov, o Omnotog etvat o 1610g o O¢og.

Ag ovveylooope va pabatvoope nept g Aytag I'pagng kat naog npérnet va v (ovpe. ['ia avto eivat
AIIaPditnTo VA KATAVOr)OOVHE TO VO TeV IIpooevX®v TG EAnvo-Opbodoov Aatpeiag pag xat va
napakolovBoovpe peleteg g Ayiag pagrig ooppova pe tig dSidaokalieg tov Aylov kat va
drapaloope EN\nvo-opBododa PiAia. Kavovrtag avtd, Oa mapovpe endve pag tov «voo g
ExxAnotag», mov etvat, Tavtoxpovag, o «voog tng Aytag 'pagrg» — xat, pe avtrv v vootporia ag

EXOLE EIPT|VI] PO’ OTIG YOYEG HAG. +O ITATHP ©EOAQPOZ
WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Tuesday, October 17th.......... Bible Study —10:00 a.m.

Friday, October 20th............. ST. GERASIMOS OF CEPHALLONIA

Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« SUNDAY SCHOOL— Let us bring our students together to learn about living the Orthodox
Faith and for fellowship! Next Sunday, October 22nd is designated as “Sunday School ‘Bring a
Friend Sunday’ and Pumpkin Painting Pizza Party !” To ensure that each child will have sup-
plies, lunch and more, please R.S.V.P. to Mrs. Athena Snarskis at athna2@aol.com or text 219-
313-6940. See the enclosed flyer.

« PHILOPTOCHOS—

1) We need Coffee Hour hostesses for now through the end of the year. Please see the sign-up
sheet at the bar area in the parish hall.

2) Philoptochos Board Meeting — Tomorrow, October 16, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.

3) Philoptochos General Members Meeting —Monday, October 23, 2023 at 11:30 a.m.

SAVE THE DATE! Philoptochos Welcome Back Party — Saturday, November 11, 2023

e OCTOBER SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

1. Our Adult Bible Study sessions originally scheduled for every Wednesday evenings be-
ginning on October 11th is to be rescheduled. Those who are unable to attend our Tuesday morn-
ing Adult Bible Study and are interested in joining an evening or weekend Adult Bible Study are
asked to send their email addresses to our parish office at pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com, so that a Zoom
link can be provided. Please indicate a preference as to day and evening time that would be conven-
ient. Those who would like to attend an evening or weekend Bible Study in person, inform Fr. Ted
accordingly.

2. St. George Fall Spiritual Retreat - Saturday, October 28th. Fr. Josiah Trenham, pastor of
St. Andrew Antiochian Orthodox Church in Riverside, California, and founder of Patristic Nectar
Publications will be our speaker on the theme, “The Theotokos, Mother of the Light.” It will be a two-
part presentation: 10:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Luncheon will be provided. Q and A to follow at 2:30 p.m.
Plan to join us! See enclosed flyer!




THEOTOKOS,
THE MOTHER
OF THE LIGHT”

Father Josiah Trenham is the
Pastor of St. Andrew
Antiochian Orthodox Church,
Riverside, California and he is
the founder and director of
Patristic Nectar Publications.

ST. GEORGE
FALL SPIRITUAL RETREAT

Saturday, October 28, 2023

Father Josiah Trenham, Guest Speaker
10:00 am—2:30 p.m.

St. George Greek Orthodox Church
74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, California 92260

R.S.V. P. to: St. George Fall Spiritual Retreat:
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
74-109 Larrea St.

Palm Desert, California 92260

Telephone; (760) 568-9901/ email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Or, contact Fr. Theodore Pantels, pastor, St. George Greek Orthodox Church:
Telephone: (760) 880-5869




