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PRAYER FOR READING

HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”
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1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your hame
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-

ceive as if being
fed.

4. Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

EPISTLE—2 Corinthians 4:6-15

Brethren, it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that
the transcendent power belongs to God and
not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to des-
pair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed; always carrying in
the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.
For while we live we are always being given up
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Je-
sus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So
death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we
have the same spirit of faith as he had who
wrote, “I believed, and so | spoke,” we too be-
lieved, and so we speak, knowing that He who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus and bring us with you into His presence.
For it is all for your sake, so that as grace ex-
tends to more and more people it may in-
crease thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

GOSPEL — St. Matthew 22:35-46

At that time, a lawyer asked him a question, to
test him. “Teacher, which is the great com-
mandment in the law?” And he said to him,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the great and first command-
ment. And a second is like it, You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. On these two com-
mandments depend all the law and the proph-
ets.” Now while the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them a question, saying,
“What do you think of Christ? Whose son is
he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He
said to them, “How is it then that David, in-
spired by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, ‘The
Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till |
put your enemies under your feet’? If David
thus calls him Lord, how is he his son?” And no
one was able to answer him a word, nor from
that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

“Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us. He assumed the worse so that

He might give us the better; He became poor

that we, through His poverty, might be

rich. We were made for good works (cf: Phil. 1:11) to the glory and praise of our Maker
and to imitate God as far as might be. May you, O children of God, be pure and un-
blameable, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation...May you walk in the
King's Highway, turning aside neither to the right or to the left, but led by the Spirit
through the narrow gate.” +ST. GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS




Liturgical Notes for Today

Instead of the hymn, “Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead..., we sing, “Save us, O Son of
God, Who was held in the arms of righteous Simeon...” At the Entrance of the Gospel: “...Save us, O
Son of God, Who arose from the dead...”

1) "When You descended to death, O Immortal Life, then the light of Your divinity destroyed Hades.
When You raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out, ‘Glory to You, O Christ
our God, the Giver of Life.””/Ote xati\Beg mpog tov Bavatov...

2) “Hail Virgin Theotokos full of Grace, for Christ our God, the Sun of Righteousness, has dawned from
You, granting light to those in darkness. And you, O Righteous Elder, rejoice, taking in your arms, the Deliver-
ance of our souls, Who grants us Resurrection.”/ Xaipe keyapttopevr @eotoke [Tapbeve...

3) “Since You are a deliverer of captives...” /Qg tov ayypalotev ehevbepotnc...[Hymn for St.
George]

4) Kontakion: ““Your birth sanctified the Virgin's womb and fittingly blessed the hands of Simeon.
You have now come and saved us O Christ our God. In troubled times, as the only loving One, give peace to
Your commonwealth and strength to those in civil authority, whom You love.””/ O prjtpav napBeviknv
aylaoag T TOK® 20V...

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS
By today’s way of thinking, some would say that St. Paul’s life was miserable. He was always being
harassed, if not by Roman officials, or by citizens of the cities in which he preached, he was harassed
by even some Christians themselves. In addition, he continually suffered from a “thorn in the flesh.”
However, in Christ’s love, St. Paul found purpose and meaning in life in giving God’s grace to more
and more people. Despite his trials and tribulations, St. Paul reveals his happiness in seeing his spiritu-
al children at peace and thankful to God for all blessings, “knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace ex-
tends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:15).

Many have lived to tell us that happiness is not found in material pleasures and luxuries. They even
coined such phrases as, “You can’t buy love.” and “Life is not a rose garden.” The world is not perfect;
people are not perfect; we are not perfect. As a result, unpleasant things will always happen, mostly
through our own negligence or lack of wisdom. We can respond to life’s set-backs either by making
them worse by being angry, depressed or simply giving up, or we can turn to Christ our God, with
faith, hope and love. Like Christ — and with His power — we can overcome life’s set-backs, or more
accurately, overcome ourselves; our shortcomings; our passions; our sins.

If we are looking to find a peaceful conscience; to have wholesome relationships with those around us,
and to grow in wisdom, we will find lasting happiness in Christ. We are created in the Image of God,
giving us the ability to behold the uncreated Image of God, Who is Christ. As we behold Christ, we be-
come more and more what we are created to be, that is: “temples of God” without ego-centric pride
and without our passions. This fact in itself makes our lives meaningful. We have more to give (i.e., we
are more valuable) than with think. Like God, we can give genuine love, which makes us and those
around us able to be united with God’s divine energies. Sharing in God’s glory is the foundational
source of true and eternal joy! +FR. THEODORE




Me 1) onpepvry vootporria, pepukoi Oa eleyav ot ) {wr) tov Ay. ITavAov ftav oo dvotoylopevn.
ITavtote tov evoyAovoayv, av oxt ot Popatot aStopatodyot, 1) pepLkeg MOAITEG T@V IIONE®V OTLG OTIOlEG
eKI)pLTTE, ed1YONKe akoOun Kat arrd oplopevovg Xplotiavovs. EmmAéov, vnégepe ovovexmg aro pia
«oapKikn aotévetar». Qotd00, ev T aydrrn tov Xplotov, o Ay. [TavAog evprike ToV 0KomO )G {®1|G TOD
divovtag ) xapn tov @eov oe OAO Kat IIEPLocOTEPOLS avipmmovg. ITapd tig doxipaoteg kat tig OAiyerg
tov, 0 Ay. [TabAog amexkdlve v evtoyia TOL KaAbwg IAPATNPOVOE TA MVEDHATIKA TOV TEKVA OF
IIVEDPATIKI) NPERLA PE EDYVOPOOLVT) IPOG ToV Oed yia OAeg Tig evAOYlieG, Kabwg eypaye, «E100Teg 0T1 0
eyeipag Tov Kiprov Inoovv kar nudg oov Inood eyepei xai mapaotioer oov opiv. Ta yap mwavra 61’ opdg, iva 1 yapig
mAgovaoaoa 010 TV TAEIOVOV THY evYap10TIiav mep1ooedor eig Ty 60§av Tov Ocod.» (2 Kop. 4:15).

IToAMot exovv {rjoet apkeTd xpOVIa yid vd PAg TTOLV OTL 1) evTu)la dev evPLOKETAL OTIG DALKEG
arolavoelg kat tig moAvtéAeteg. Eoynpatnoav akopn xat gpdaoetg onwg: «H aydamnn dev ayopaletar
kat «H {wr) dev etvat OAo peAn xat yaka». O kOopog dev etvat teAetog, ot avpwriot Oev etvat teAetot
Kat dev etpeda epelg teAetot. Qg anotéleopa, avarodieg Oa ocopPaivoov mavrote, Koping arod dikn pag
apéleta 1 ENenyn cogiag. Mmopoovpe va avtarnokpiovpe otig avartodiég g (ong 1) va Tig
XePOTEPELOOLE e ToV Bopo pag, 1) pe KatdOAuyn Kat areAmoia — 1 propovpe va KAavooue
pooevyn) otov Xploto pe miotr), ehmida kat aydmnrn). Onwg o Xplotodg - kat pe ) dovapr) Too -
propovpe va Serrepdoovpe Tig avamnodieg g {®r|g, 1) akpPeotepd, VA VIKI|OOLHE TOV eavTO paAg, Ta
e\attopata pag, Ta madn pag xat g apaptieg pag.

Eav yayvoope yud va evpovpe pia kabapr) ovveldnorn Kat yia va €(OVHE DYIELVEG OXEOELG PIE OAODG
YOp® pag — kat yia va avdnboovpe ev ) copia tov Oeov, Oa evpovpie Slapkr) eDTLYIA KA WPOXIKI)
XAPA EVOVOVTAG TOV avTo pag pe tov Xptoto. Exovpe dnpiovpyndet kat' ewova tov Oeov, divovtdag
HPAG TV IKAVOTTA VA YVOPHOOLHE TNV dxTi0TH Eikova Tov ®gov, o Onoiog eivat o Xpiotog. Kabwg
yvopifoope tov Xp1oto, yvopeba oo kat rmeptocdtepo ot avbpwrot mov ednpiovpyndnkape va
etpeba, dnA. «vaol tov Oeov,» Y®Pig ey®IORO Kat Xoplg ta nadn. Avtr) 1) IPAyHATIKOTNG AIIO POVO TG
xapilet Tov okomo yua v {wr) pag. Exoope neplocotepa va npoopépovpe (dnAadr), eipeda mo
roAvTIpot) amo oO,tt vopilovpe. Onwg xavet o @edg, PrIopovpe KAt EHELG VA IIPOCPEPOVE YVI Ol
aydim), 1) OOl KAVEL ERAG KAt 0000G YOP® pag va evabovpe pe Tig Oeikég dvopdpetg tov Ocov. H
ovppetoxt) oty 808a tov Beov eivat n mnyn g aAnOwvig kat atwviov ayaAidoemg!

+O I[TATHP ®@EOAQPOXZ

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Tuesday, February 6th............No Bible Study today/Parish Council- 2:00 p.m.
(Note: The notice in The Voice of St. George of the February AHEPA meeting being held on Feb-
ruary 6th was an error. The meeting is actually scheduled for Tuesday, February 13th at 6:30

p-m.)
Wednesday, February 7th....... Online Orthodox Catechism Class (Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.

Please note: Thursday, February 8th —Saturday, February 10th — Fr. Ted will be away in Sacramento
for granddaughters” “Grandparents Day” presentation at their school on Friday, February 9th. Fr.
David Kruse, pastor of St. Raphael Antiochian Orthodox Church in Thousand Palms will be available
in the event of an emergency — (760) 408-6116.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

« SUNDAY SCHOOL — Today, our Sunday School continues its service project in support to-
ward the San Francisco Philoptochos Metropolis” Kids-n-Cancer ministry. Lessons will be com-
bined with the service project. To help us prepare for the success of our Philoptochos/Sunday
School service project, please contact, Fr. Ted (760) 880-5869), Mrs. Athena Snarskis (219) 313-
6940, or Pres. Petula Pantels (909)539-7542). See the enclosed flier.

o PHILOPTOCHOS —February is dedicated to a special service project in support of our San
Francisco Metropolis Philoptochos” Kids-n-Cancer ministry. Also, Philoptochos has been work-
ing diligently in preparing the pastries for our up-coming Greek Festival. The baking schedule is
as follows: February 5th —9th: Baklava. February 12th — February 16th: Packaging and prepara-
tions for the Festival, which takes place from February 17th to the 18th. On a final note, please
save the date for the Philoptochos Membership Tea and Luncheon on March 9th.

o FESTIVAL CLOVER “CASH REGISTER” TRAINING —Next Monday, February 12th and
Tuesday, February 13th, those who will be working Festival parish vendor stations can learn the
“Clover” cashless register system that will be used for all Festival stations. Nick Laktovic will be
available to help tutor those seeking to learn the proper use of “Clover.” See the enclosed flier.

i

Support our Festival!

Our festival is just around the corner and, God willing, everyone will have a rewarding
experience. We thank our parishioners and friends for your past support and want to take a mo-
ment to remind you of all the ways you can help this upcoming year.

Volunteering — Volunteers are welcome as of the 18" of December for cooking. Such support will be
needed up until the festival in February. Please reach out to George or Stacy Argyros to get more
information. In addition, assistance is appreciated during the week before the festival to help set
up, during the festival and following the festival to assist with cleanup. If you’ve volunteered before
and wish to continue, feel free to contact the past chairperson to again offer your assistance. If
you'd like to volunteer for the first time or don’t have contact information for the past chairperson,
feel free to reach out to Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or at goofy 328 @yahoo.com.

Sponsorships — Any person can pay for a sponsorship, whether it be to advertise your business or
send a personal message. You may also ask friends and/or owners of businesses you frequent to
buy a sponsorship, which will be posted on our parish Festival website. These not only provide fi
nancial support for the festival, but are a wonderful way to advertise businesses. Sponsorship do-
nations can be sent to our parish office. For more infor- mation, please call our parish office
ate (760) 568-9901. Make checks payable to “St. George Greek Orthodox Church” and in the memo,
write, “FESTIVAL DONATION.”

Donations — Unable to volunteer? Sponsorship not appropriate? Another option would be to pro-
vide a cash donation. Such a donation would help offset our many expenses.

The success of our festival depends on us all. We strive to simultaneously satisfy the needs of our
guests as well as to share our hospitality and religion with them. Please help in any way you can. You may
contact George Argyros or Father Ted for more information.


mailto:goofy_328@yahoo.com

CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 18/2024
Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Saint Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople

February 6, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks and
Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, Youth,
Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdio-
cese of America:

Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth.... (Psalm 18:4, LXX)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

As we celebrate the feast of Saint Photios the Great, Patriarch of Constantinople, the Evange-
lizer of the Slavic Peoples, let us take from his noble example the spirit of true apostleship on behalf
of all people. Especially during this time when our Ukrainian Brethren are suffering wave after
crashing wave of violence and abuse from the Russian Federation, we implore the intercessions of
Saint Photios the Great to finally put an end to this fratricidal war of greed and aggression. The
Gospel delivered to the Slavs by the saintly Patriarch of Constantinople was one of peace, not war;
one of friendship, not enmity; one of love, not hate.

As we continue to pray for the peace of the world — and especially in the Holy Land — we
also recognize the vision of our Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine; for it is a National
Institution of our Sacred Archdiocese that is dedicated to preserving the memory of the early immi-
grants and founders of our Church in America. The sound of the voices of those immigrants who
came to America — whether known in name or not — has gone forth throughout our land, and has
carried the message of the Everlasting Gospel to every corner of our Nation. Many grandparents
and great-grandparents have been fortuitous apostles. As they journeyed throughout the United
States looking for a better life, they brought with them the Orthodox Gospel of Christ.

Therefore, on this Feast of Saint Photios, let us take time to focus with gratitude and thanks-
giving on those who came before us. They sought a better world for themselves and their children.
We can do no less. The Shrine of Saint Photios reminds each and every one of us that we also are
called unto the apostleship of peace and of love. As we support the Shrine in material ways, let us
also take up its spiritual vision to not only remember a noble past, but also to forge a better future
for the whole world.

With paternal love in Christ,
1+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



St George 2024 Festival Register Training

QP
Je Clovef The good news is we are expecting +7,000 visitors at our Festival on February
17" and 18" with good weather. This will amount to over 25,000 transactions at our booths.

The 2024 St George Festival will accept Credit / Debit Cards only for payment to improve trans-
actional efficiency, eliminate manual bookkeeping and reduce the security concerns related to

handling large amounts of cash.

We are using CLOVER DUO Electronic Registers to process all transactions. These registers are
like today’s smartphones — ICON driven and intuitive after a short training session.

| highly recommend Chairman and Cashiers attend at least 1 Hands On class to be comfortable
with the new machines. See or contact Nick Latkovic with questions.

As with any new technology, there will be questions during the festival. We will have a roaming
“Help Desk” team to assist cashiers with questions during the hours of operation.

CLOVER Cashless Register user’s training will occur in the church hall on the following days:

Monday 2/12/24 @ 9 AM and 6:30 PM if requested due to work schedules.
Tuesday 2/13/24 @ 9 AM and 6:30 PM if requested due to work schedules.

Please contact Nick Latkovic at 760-455-9727 to arrange another time if you cannot attend the
above sessions. | will also be at the church hall during the next 2 weeks prior to the festival to
answer questions as well.
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Volunteer for the 2024 Festival

What Kind of Person Are You?

In this world there are four kinds of people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure
that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did.

Somebody got angry about it because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Somebody
would do it, but Nobody realized it wouldn’t get done by Anybody. It ended up that not only
was the job not done, but Everybody accused Somebody, and Nobody accepted the responsibil-

ity.
Moral: Everybody’s job is Anybody’s. Nobody can be Somebody unless they are willing to do

Anybody’s work.

neec‘-v0ur helpd

If you haven’t already, please sign up to volunteer for our festival. Complete and drop off this form tc
Jim Christopoulos or Father Ted. You may also contact Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or e
goofy_328@yahoo.com. God bless!

Name:
Phone Number: Email Address:
Check Availability: Saturday 2/17: 9:45-3:00 2:45-8:00

Sunday 2/18: 9:45-3:00 2:45-8:00
Set up (week before festival):

Clean up (day after festival):
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Saint George
Greek Orthodox Church

Proudly presents the

26™ ANNUAL

GREEK
weny nsees F 2$TI VAL

GREEK FOLK DANCERS in Palm Desert, CA
0UZO » RETSINA » METAXA Saturday & Sunday
'ART & SOUVENIRS F th th
ebruary 17" & 18" 2024

RELIGIOUS ITEAS
CHURCH TOURS 10am to 8pm

KIDI ZONE on the Church Grounds
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA

(760) 568-9901
NO CASH PAYMENT Credit Card and

(== contactiess payment only at this time Experience Authentic Greek _Lood
-— Devour Aeavenly FIastries
® NO PETS ALLOWED Service Animals Dance to live Greek music, and

specifically trained to aid a person

with a disability are welcome Be GreEK for a DaV!
% SMOKING and use of tobacco products
PROHIBITED on church grounds ADMISSION $5 =
d 1

EL PASEO COURTESY CARTS available for festival (Children 12 & under free

attendee pick up & drop off. Route along El Paseo from ACtiYe Duty Military, Police, - -
San Pablo to Portola & church festival entrance. Fire & EMT Free w/ 1D

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE at Washington Charter [

School, and Hope Luthern Church & Spiritual Center.

WwWwW. PDGireekFest.org
SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED.

£3 EJ PDGreekFest

{ We are pleased to provide assistance to anyone requesting it. If you need help, please ask.
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Saturday, March 9
11:30 -2:00 P.M.

St. George Greek Orthodox. Church Hall
RSP By March 1st
Rhonda 714-875-4661

Wear your favorite hat!
Hat Contest ~ Music ~ Raffle




St. George

Greek Orthodox Church’s
2024 Lenten Retreat

Living the
Liturgy

with
Father Steven Tsichlis

Pastor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, Irvine, CA
Author of A Worshiper’s Guide to the Divine Liturgy

Saturday, April 6, 2024
10:30 AM —2:30 PM
Lenten Lunch Included

Session 1

10:30 AM—-12:00 PM
Liturgy of the Word
Session 2

1:00 PM —2:30 PM
Liturgy of the Eucharist
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To Register:

pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com | 760—568-9901
74-109 Larrea Street, Palm Desert, CA



