FEBRUARY 11 2024

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT
74-109 Larrea Street

Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org

Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, CA.92260
Tel: (760) 568-9901

or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
M.Div. Proistamenos
(Pastor)

—Deacon Euthym Kon-
taxis, M.D. ,M.Div.
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PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”
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1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your nhame
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

4. Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

EPISTLE- 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

Brethren, working together with him, then, we
entreat you not to accept the grace of God in
vain. For he says, “At the acceptable time |
have listened to you, and helped you on the
day of salvation.” Behold, now is the accepta-
ble time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
We put no obstacle in any one’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, but
as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: through great endurance, in afflic-
tions, hardships, calamities, beatings, impris-
onments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger;
by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness,
the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech,
and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and
yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known;
as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and
yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoic-
ing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.

GOSPEL—St. Matthew 25: :14-30

The Lord said this parable: “A man going on a
journey called his servants and entrusted to
them his property; to one he gave five talents,
to another two, to another one, to each ac-
cording to his ability. Then he went away. He
who had received the five talents went at once
and traded with them; and he made five tal-
ents more. So also, he who had the two talents

made two talents more. But he who had re-
ceived the one talent went and dug in the
ground and hid his master’s money. Now after
a long time the master of those servants came
and settled accounts with them. And he who
had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me five talents; here | have made
five talents more.” His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a little, | will set you
over much; enter into the joy of your master.’
And he also who had the two talents came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me
two talents; here | have made two talents
more.” His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faith-
ful over a little, | will set you over much; enter
into the joy of your master.” He also who had
received the one talent came forward, saying,
‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where
you did not winnow; so | was afraid, and |
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.” But his master an-
swered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant!
You knew that | reap where | have not sowed,
and gather where | have not winnowed? Then
you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my coming | should have
received what was my own with interest. So
take the talent from him, and give it to him
who has the ten talents. For to every one who
has will more be given, and he will have




GOSPEL PASSAGE, Continued
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has
will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the
outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.”

As he said these things he cried out: “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!”

Liturgical Notes for Today

With the Entrance with the Gospel: 1) “Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord, by His
Mighty Arm, has created a Dominion. He has conquered death by death, and become the firstborn of the dead. He
has delivered us from the depths of Hades and has granted the world great mercy.”/Evppaivéobm ta ovpavid...

2) “Since You are a deliverer of captives...” /Qg tov aiyypalwtov ekevbepotrg...[Hymn for St.
George]

3) Kontakion: “Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the Maker always steadfast,
do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In Your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly petition
you. Hasten Your intercession and urgently make entreaty; for You unfailingly defend, Theotokos, those who
honor You.”/Ilpootaoia tov XplotTiavev...

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER
From today’s Gospel passage we heard the Parable of our Lord and Savior regarding talents. Negli-
gence toward fulfilling God’s work very often comes from a frame of mind, which suffers from resent-
ment over the impression that others have an abundance of blessings compared to others, or from a
spirit of neglect due to ingratitude. However, let us never forget our responsibility toward God to be
grateful for the blessings that we do have. Gratitude is an “equal-opportunity” expression.

Whether due to jealous anger, lazy negligence, or unbridled selfishness, the servant in this parable hav-
ing only one talent decided to “bury” it in his own worldly, fleeting pleasures and self-interests. He
could have used it for good deeds, thereby multiplying its value. Indeed, God loves a cheerful giver (2
Corinthians 9:7). Generosity is a safety net against sin.

It is clear from today’s Gospel passage that our Lord distributes gifts and attributes to people unequal-
ly. However, this is how He chooses to show love for each of us individually as persons. In this way,
we are able to value each other as servants of God — giving us personal worth. While He loves us all
equally, we have equal responsibility to “commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to
Christ our God.” Let us have an equal spirit of generosity according to our means in giving our time,
treasure and talents so that our Orthodox Faith can spread throughout the world by way of worship
and good deeds to the glory of God. +FR. THEODORE

Ano ) onpepvr) EvayyeAikr) nepikornr) akovoape v IapaPolr) too Xplotod oxeTikd pe ta TaAava.
H apelela wg pog v KA p®OL TOV £PY®V TOL B0 MPOEPYETAL HOAD CLX VA AIIO VA AYAVAK-
TIOPEVO TIVEL A, eSALTIAG TG EVIDIIMOEMS OTL 01 AANOL £x0LV APBoveg evAOYieG Oe CLYKPLON e ANAODG,
1] Ao nvedPA NAPAPEAT)OEDG AOY® axaplotiag. Qotooo, ag pnv exvaocovpe mote v endovn pag
arnevavtt otov Oeo va eipeba evyvopoveg yia tig ebloyieg oo 1)0n exovpe. H evyvopooovvn etvat pia
EKPPAOL) «lO®V EVKAIPLDV».

Eite A\oym pvnowkakiag, TepreAtds, 1) ey@IOpon, 0 DINPETNG avTg TG IapaBoAr)g, £xovtag Hovo eva
TAAEVTO, ATIEPAUOLOE VA TO «Bayer» 0Tig OKEG TOV KOOPIKESG, ATIOAADOELG KAl TIPOOMIIIKA TOD O~
@épovta. Oa propovoe va to elye ypnotponouoet yia Kahég npddetg, moAamiaotadovtag €Tot v
adia tov. Ilpayparty, o Oeog ayanda tov xapovpevo dwpntr) (2 Kopivbiovg 9:7). H yevvaiodwpia etvat
éva «diyto» aopaleiag ano apaptwAég drarpddets.
Etvat pavepo ano mv onpepvi) Evayyehkn) mepukornr) ott o Xplotog xapilet avioa dmpd Kat 1010Tnteg
otovg avipwmovg. Qotooo, 1ot detyvet v aydnn Tov yia tov kabéva pag mote va €xet o kabévag pag
2ovéyela oty emdpevy oelida — —->




povadkn adia. Me aotov tov Tpomo, PIIoPOVHE VA EKTLHOVHE O £VAG TOV AAAOV MG DIINPETEG TOV
@eov — KAt 1ov pag divel mpoowmky adonpeneld. Eve o Xptotodg pag ayamnda oAovg eioov, £xovpe
Vv 100Tipn e00dvn va napadidovpe Tov eavTO pag Kat 0 €vag Tov AoV Kat oAOKANpn ) (o1 pag
otov Xploto. Ag éXOLE TO 100TIH0 TVEDUA YEVVAL0OmPLag avaloyd pe Tig SovatoTnTtég pag va
IIPOOPEPOVHE TOV XPOVO, TOLG Bnoavpoidg Kat ta takavtd pag, wote 1) Opbododia va Stadobet oe OAo
TOV KOOHO d1d péomv g AaTpelag pag Kat ToV KAA®V Pag py®v Ipog 0Sav Oeov.

+ITATHP ©@EOAQPOX

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Today......c.cocoovviiiiiiiiiniiin, STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

Monday, February 12th to Friday, February 16th.....Preparations for next weekend’s St. George
Greek Festival.

Tuesday, February 13th............ No Bible Study/ AHEPA- 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 14th....... Online Orthodox Catechism Class (Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 17th and next Sunday, February 18th ....ST. GEORGE GREEK FESTIVAL
(10:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. both days) Note: Next Sunday: Orthros- 7:45 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:00 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

o 2024 ST. GEORGE GREEK FESTIVAL — Saturday, February 17th and next Sunday, February
18th is our annual St. George Greek Festival. This is the week is a good time to distribute Festi-
val fliers to hotels and restaurants! Please note that Orthros will begin at 7:45 a.m., followed by
the Divine Liturgy at 9:00 a.m. This will enable everyone in our parish to help make this year’s
Greek Festival a resounding success.

o SUNDAY SCHOOL — After Church services today, students, parents and parishioners are in-
vited to help make “Friendship Bracelets” in support of our Philoptochos Kids-n-Cancer/Camp
Agape ministries. See attached flier! On Sunday, March 10th our Sunday School lesson be about
Great Lent. On Sunday, March 24th, a very special presentation by Mary Brown, who has exten-
sively studied Orthodox Christian iconography, will be offered to Sunday School students, par-
ents and members of our parish in general during our coffee hour. The presentation will feature
the meaning of Orthodox Christian icons.

« PHILOPTOCHOS — Sunday, March 3rd will be our next “Paint-n-Sip” Sunday. Following a
brief presentation by Mary Brown, Louka will guide participants in painting a simple icon of
Christ which can be blessed by Fr. Ted and used for family prayer. On another note, please save
the date for the Philoptochos Membership Tea and Luncheon on March 9th. R.S.V.P. by March
1st to Rhonda Latkovic.

« FESTIVAL CLOVER “CASH REGISTER” TRAINING —Next Monday, February 12th and
Tuesday, February 13th, training lessons will be offered to those who need to know the “Clover”
cashless register system that will be used for all Festival stations. Nick Laktovic will be available
to help tutor those seeking to learn the proper use of “Clover.” See the enclosed flier.

o ST. GEORGE PARISH LENTEN RETREAT — Saturday, April 6, 2024. Fr. Steven Tsichlis, pas-
tor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church in Irvine, California and author of A Worshiper’s Guide to
the Divine Liturgy. This year, Fr. Steven will offer a detailed explanation of the prayers of the Di-
vine Liturgy will be presented. See the enclose flier.
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Support our Festival!

Our festival is just around the corner and, God
willing, everyone will have a rewarding experience. We thank our pa-
rishioners and friends for your past support and want to take a moment to re-
mind you of all the ways you can help this upcoming year.

Volunteering — Volunteers are welcome as of the 18" of December for
cooking. Such support will be needed up until the festival in February.
Please reach out to George or Stacy Argyros to get more information. In ad-
dition, assistance is appreciated during the week before the festival to help
set up, during the festival and following the festival to assist with cleanup.
If you’ve volunteered before and wish to continue, feel free to contact the
past chairperson to again offer your assistance. If you’d like to volunteer
for the first time or don’t have contact information for the past chairper-
son, feel free to reach out to Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or at

goofy 328@yahoo.com.

Sponsorships — Any person can pay for a sponsorship, whether it be to ad
vertise your business or send a personal message. You may also ask friends
and/or owners of businesses you frequent to buy a sponsorship, which will
be posted on our parish Festival website. These not only provide financial
support for the festival, but are a wonderful way to advertise businesses.
Sponsorship donations can be sent to our parish office. For more infor-
mation, please call our parish office at (760) 568-9901. Make checks paya-
ble to “St. George Greek Orthodox Church” and in the memo, write,
“FESTIVAL DONATION.”

Donations — Unable to volunteer? Sponsorship not appropriate? Another
option would be to provide a cash donation. Such a donation would help
offset our many expenses.

The success of our festival depends on us all. We strive to simultaneously
satisfy the needs of our guests as well as to share our hospitality and religion
with them. Please help in any way you can. You may contact George Argyros or
Father Ted for more information.


mailto:goofy_328@yahoo.com

St George 2024 Festival Register Training

QP
Je Clovef The good news is we are expecting +7,000 visitors at our Festival on February
17" and 18" with good weather. This will amount to over 25,000 transactions at our booths.

The 2024 St George Festival will accept Credit / Debit Cards only for payment to improve trans-
actional efficiency, eliminate manual bookkeeping and reduce the security concerns related to

handling large amounts of cash.

We are using CLOVER DUO Electronic Registers to process all transactions. These registers are
like today’s smartphones — ICON driven and intuitive after a short training session.

| highly recommend Chairman and Cashiers attend at least 1 Hands On class to be comfortable
with the new machines. See or contact Nick Latkovic with questions.

As with any new technology, there will be questions during the festival. We will have a roaming
“Help Desk” team to assist cashiers with questions during the hours of operation.

CLOVER Cashless Register user’s training will occur in the church hall on the following days:

Monday 2/12/24 @ 9 AM and 6:30 PM if requested due to work schedules.
Tuesday 2/13/24 @ 9 AM and 6:30 PM if requested due to work schedules.

Please contact Nick Latkovic at 760-455-9727 to arrange another time if you cannot attend the
above sessions. | will also be at the church hall during the next 2 weeks prior to the festival to
answer questions as well.

14" Contactless

: — r
monitor reader

Receipt
printer __ 8"touch
screen

— N
_— \l Credit card

Cash drawer
reader for

swipe & dip



Volunteer for the 2024 Festival

What Kind of Person Are You?

In this world there are four kinds of people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody was sure
that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did.

Somebody got angry about it because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Somebody
would do it, but Nobody realized it wouldn’t get done by Anybody. It ended up that not only
was the job not done, but Everybody accused Somebody, and Nobody accepted the responsibil-

ity.
Moral: Everybody’s job is Anybody’s. Nobody can be Somebody unless they are willing to do

Anybody’s work.

neC‘C‘iOU! helpd

If you haven’t already, please sign up to volunteer for our festival. Complete and drop off this form tc
Jim Christopoulos or Father Ted. You may also contact Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or e
goofy_328@yahoo.com. God bless!

Name:
Phone Number: Email Address:
Check Availability: Saturday 2/17: 9:45-3:00 2:45-8:00

Sunday 2/18: 9:45-3:00 2:45-8:00
Set up (week before festival):

Clean up (day after festival):
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Saint George
Greek Orthodox Church

Proudly presents the

26™ ANNUAL

GREEK
me [ESTIVAL

GREEK FOLK DANCERS in Palm Desert, CA
OUZO » RETSINA » METAXA Saturday & Sunday
ART & SOUVENIRS F th th
ebruary 17" & 18" 2024

RELIGIOUS ITEAS
CHURCH TOURS 10am to 8pm

KIDZ ZONE on the Church Grounds
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA

(760) 568-9901
NO CASH PAYMENT Credit Card and

(E contactless payment only at this time Experience Authentic Greek _Lood
- Devour Aeavenly FIastries
® NO PETS ALLOWED Service Animals @unce to live Qt‘eek music, and

specifically trained to aid a person

with a disabilty are welcome Be G"EEk for a Day!
% SMOKING and use of tobacco products
%‘ PROHIBITED on church grounds ADMISSIGN $5 E -
|

EL PASEO COURTESY CARTS available for festival (Children 12 & under free)

: Active Duty Military, Police,
attendee pick up & drop off. Route along El Paseo from v
San Pablo to Portola & church festival entrance. Fire & EMT Free w/ 1D

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE at Washington Charter [

School, and Hope Luthern Church & Spiritual Center.

WwWw. PDGireekFest.org
SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED.

t
£3 EJ PDGreekFest E
’ We are pleased to provide assistance to anyone requesting it. If you need help, please ask.
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. 8t George Ladies Philoptochos inﬁtes you to a
Membership Tea &I Lunche
& Saturday, March 9
11:30 -2:00 P.M.

St. George Greek Orthodox. Church Hall
RSP By March 1st
Rhonda 714-875-4661

g Wear your favorite hat! »
Hat Contest ~ Music ~ Raffle




St. George
Greek Orthodox Church’s

2024 Lenten Retreat
Living the
Liturgy

with
Father Steven Tsichlis

Pastor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, Irvine, CA
Author of A Worshiper’s Guide to the Divine Liturgy

Saturday, April 6, 2024
10:30 AM —2:30 PM
Lenten Lunch Included

Session 1
10:30 AM —-12:00 PM

Liturgy of the Word
Session 2

1:00 PM —2:30 PM
Liturgy of the Eucharist

To Register:

pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com | 760-568-9901
74-109 Larrea Street, Palm Desert, CA



