FEBRUARY

18, 2024

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT

74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, California 92260

Website: www.go-stgeorge.org

Email: pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com

Mailing Address:
74-109 Larrea Street
Palm Desert, CA.92260
Tel: (760) 568-9901

or: (760) 880-5869

—Fr. Theodore Pantels,
M.Div. Proistamenos
(Pastor)

—Deacon Euthym Kon-
taxis, M.D. ,M.Div.

Holy Communion Or-

1'E

c LA

ODER 5

PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”
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1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

2. Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your hame
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-

ceive as if being
fed.

4. Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

EPISTLE — 2 Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God,;
as God said, “l will live in them and move
among them, and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. Therefore come out from
them, and be separate from them, says the
Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then | will
welcome you, and | will be a father to you, and
you shall be my sons and daughters, says the
Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit, and make holi-
ness perfect in the fear of God.

GOSPEL—St. Matthew 15:21-28

At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre
and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and cried, “Have
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daugh-
ter is severely possessed by a demon.” But he
did not answer her a word. And his disciples
came and begged him, saying, “Send her away,
for she is crying after us.” He answered, “l was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Is-
rael.” But she came and knelt before him, say-
ing, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is
not fair to take the children’s bread and throw
it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you
as you desire.” And her daughter was healed
instantly.

ST. LEO, POPE OF ROME —The Church of Rome was established by the First
Ecumenical Council in 325 A.D. as one of the five Apostolic Patriarchates of the
Christian Church —Rome, Constantinople, Jerusalem, Antioch, and Alexandria.
All of the Patriarchs at that time were of the same Apostolic Faith. Thus, St. Leo
who was Pope of Rome from 440-461 A.D., is one of our most important Ortho-
dox Christian bishops. The title “Pope” is from the Latin word for “father.”

St. Leo wrote a theological treatise, known as the “Tome of Leo” confirming the
Apostolic understanding that Christ is One Person Who is fully Man and fully
God. His treatise was read at the 4th Ecumenical Council in 451 A.D. inspiring
the entire Orthodox Christian Church to declare as doctrine that Christ is of two
natures, divine and human, united in One Person.
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Liturgical Notes for Today

With the Entrance with the Gospel: 1) "The women disciples of the Lord heard from the an-gel the joyful news
of the Resurrection and the repeal of the sentence imposed upon our forefathers. With pride, they said to the Apos-
tles, ‘Death is vanquished; Christ our God is risen, bestowing upon the world His great mercy.””/To @aidpov...

2) “Since You are a deliverer of captives...” /Qg tov aiyypaletav ekevbepotnc...[Hymn for St.
George]

3) Kontakion: “Champion of Christians not put to shame, advocate before the Maker always steadfast,
do not spurn sinners’ voices raised in prayer. In Your goodness respond to bring help to us who devoutly peti-
tion you. Hasten Your intercession and urgently make entreaty; for You unfailingly defend, Theotokos, those
who honor You.”/Ilpootaoia tov Xplotiavov...

HUMILITY BEFORE GOD

The Canaanite Woman did not belong in the crowd that followed our Savior. Being a Canaanite, she
was clearly not one of God’s Chosen People. Although she was an outsider, she called out to Him,
with words describing Him as being the Messiah, using the words that the Israelites would use to re-
fer to the Messiah: “Lord, Son of David.” Her faith remained strong even when tested by our Lord,
Who referred to her as a “little dog.” With faith, she said, “Yes, Lord, but even the little dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Her reference to “crumbs” coincides with the fact that,
through the Holy Spirit, bread becomes the Body of Christ Himself during the celebration of the Di-
vine Liturgy. Like her, we are to approach our Lord with humility (which is what is meant by the
words “with the fear of God...”). Like her, we are to also approach with faith and with love.

Humility before God means that we acknowledge the fact that Jesus Christ is the True God and our
Savior. Without such humility, we fall into many deceptions and temptations, leading to our
“normal” activity of discounting the blessings that we do have and making even worse the difficul-
ties that come to us from an imperfect world, often influenced by evil forces.

Like so many other incidents in our Lord’s ministry, the circumstance surrounding the Canaanite
Woman's demon-possessed daughter was an opportunity for all of humanity to understand that
Christ is God and that all people are God’s people, regardless of origin or nationality. Indeed, as God,
He takes our difficulties and illnesses upon Himself giving us the opportunity, through His love for
us, inspire others with our faith. This is the lesson that we have come to understand today from the
incident regarding the Canaanite Woman. Like with the Canaanite Woman, many of our circum-
stances are opportunities for us to inspire others as we turn to Christ our God with humility, faith
and love. +FR. THEODORE

H Xavavatia dev avike oto mArjog mov akoAovbovoe tov Xploto. Q¢ Xavavaia, palota, dev ftav
pia ex 1oV «ExAektov» Tov Oeov. Eav kat n)tav {Ev, aveyvaopioe tov Xplotov neg va etvat o
Meootiag, xpnotponowwvtag tig Aeetg mov Ha exyprnotpomnolovoav ot Iopanliteg oe oxeorn pe tov
Meooia: «Kbvpte, Yié oo AaBid». H miotig g emapépetve 1oxvpr) akopn kat otav edoxipdaobnke amno
tov Kop1o, o Onotog avepepe Ty 10ca nwg avtn 1tav oav éva «oKvAdxkw. Me miotn, etne: «Nai, Kopie,
ka1 yap ta kovapia eoblier aro TOV YPryiov TOV TUTTOVIOV amo 11§ Ipameédrs Tav kopiov avtev.» H ypriolg tng
Ae€emg NG «TOV WixloV» COUIIUITEL P TV IPAYHATIKOTTA 0TL, d1d péooov tov Ayiov Ilvevparog, o
aptog yivetrat 1o Zaopa too Totov tov Xplotod katd Vv ektéleor) g @. Aettovpyiag. Onwg avtr), £tot
KAt epeig mpéret va mnotdaoovpe Tov XploTtov pe tareiveon (1 tanetvootg evvoettat pe tig Aedetg
«petd POoPov Beo0...»). Onwmg EKave Kat avtr), £Tol KAt epeig Ipéret va mpooeyyloovpe Tov Xploto pe
0TI KAt aydrn.

H Taneivwolg evoriov tov ®eoo onpatvet 0tt avayvopifovpe TNy IpAaypatikotntay 0Tt o Xplotog
etvat o AAnNOwvog Oeog. Xmpig TETOLA TATIELVOPPOOLVI), IIEPTOVHE O TTOANEG ATIATEG KAl IIEYPACHOVG,
Zoveyea oty emopevy oedida — — —>




00N Yy®VTAG OTOV «OLVNOIOPEVO» PaG TPOTIO VA AIIOPPIUITOVHE TIg EDAOYIEG IOV EXOVHE KAl VA KAVOLHE
AKONI XEWPOTEPES TIG ODOKOALEG IOV PAG EPXOVTAL ATIO £VAV ATEAT] KOOPO, OUXVA EMNPEACHEVO ATIO
KAKEG OLVAPEL.

Onwg tooa alAa neprotatikd ot dakovia tov Kopiov, n nepiotaotg yopem amo v OAoVIopEVT)
KOpN g Xavavaidag ftav pid eokatpia yia oAn myv avipenotnta va kataldBet 0Tt o Xptotog etvat
®edg kat 0Tt VAot ot avBpaeriot etvat dvOpmmot Tov Oeod, aveSapTT®g KATAYDYTG 1 e0VIKOTTOG.
Mdahota, og @eog, avalapPavet tig SvokoAieg pag Kat Tig acdéveleg pag, MOTe vd £XOLHE TV
eokatpta, d1a péoov g ayarrng Too yia epdag, va eprvedOOLHE TOLG AANOVG pe TV ITioTy pag. Avto
etvat to pabnpa amno 1o yeyovog mmov eyvepioapev onpepa mnept g Xavavatag. Onwg Kat pe v
Xavavata, ToANEG aTIO TIG MEPLOTAOELG PAG EIVAL EDKAIPLEG YA ERAG VA ERITVEDOOVE AAAOLG KabBmg
mAnowafoope Tov XploTo pe Tarnetveor), miotn Kot ayd).
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MEMORIAL —Today’s Memorial Service is for the Eternal Rest and Salvation for the servant of God,
Peter (Panagiotis) Christopoulos, the beloved husband of Anastasia Christopoulos and father of Jim
Christopoulos and Athena Bertucci. May our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ grant Eternal Rest
and Salvation to Peter (Panagiotis ) Christopoulos and may He grant peace and comfort to Anasta-
sia Christopoulos, Jim Christopoulos and Athena Bertucci and the entire family. MAY HIS
MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Monday, February 19th ........... Festival Appreciation Dinner —5:00 p.m.
(Monday, February 19th to Thursday, February 22nd: Take-down from this past St. George Festival.)
Tuesday, February 20th............ Bible Study-10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, February 21st....... Online Orthodox Catechism Class (Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
o 2024 ST. GEORGE GREEK FESTIVAL — Tomorrow evening our “Festival Appreciation Din-
ner” will be held at our parish hall at 5:00 p.m. Also, beginning tomorrow, work will begin for
taking down the furnishings that were put up for our Greek Festival. Take-down will continue
throughout this week, beginning in the mornings at 9:00 a.m.

« SUNDAY SCHOOL — On Sunday, March 10th our Sunday School lesson be about Great Lent.
On Sunday, March 24th, a very special presentation by Mary Brown, who has extensively stud-
ied Orthodox Christian iconography, will be offered to Sunday School students, parents and
members of our parish in general during our coffee hour. The presentation will feature the mean-
ing of Orthodox Christian icons.

o PHILOPTOCHOS — Sunday, March 3rd will be our next “Paint-n-Sip” Sunday. Following a
briet presentation by Mary Brown, Louka will guide participants in painting a simple icon of
Christ which can be blessed by Fr. Ted and used for family prayer. On another note, please save
the date for the Philoptochos Membership Tea and Luncheon on March 9th. R.S.V.P. by March
1st to Rhonda Latkovic.

o ST.GEORGE PARISH LENTEN RETREAT — Saturday, April 6, 2024. Fr. Steven Tsichlis, pastor
of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church in Irvine, California and author of A Worshiper’s Guide to the
Divine Liturgy. This year, Fr. Steven will offer a detailed explanation of the prayers of the Divine
Liturgy will be presented. See the enclosed flier.




. St George Ladies Philoptochos inyites you to a
Membership Tea &I Lunche
5 Saturday, March 9
11:30 -2:00 P.M.

St. George Greek Orthodox. Church Hall
RSUP By March 1st
Rhonda 714-875-4661

g Wear your favorite hat! ‘
Hat Contest ~ Music ~ Raffle




St. George
Greek Orthodox Church’s

2024 Lenten Retreat
Living the
Liturgy

with
Father Steven Tsichlis

Pastor of St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, Irvine, CA
Author of A Worshiper’s Guide to the Divine Liturgy

Saturday, April 6, 2024
10:30 AM —2:30 PM
Lenten Lunch Included

Session 1
10:30 AM —-12:00 PM

Liturgy of the Word
Session 2

1:00 PM —2:30 PM
Liturgy of the Eucharist

To Register:

pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com | 760-568-9901
74-109 Larrea Street, Palm Desert, CA



