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SUNDAY AFTER HOLY THEOPHANY/ ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

PRAYER FOR READING

HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not
receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

All Orthodox Chris-

EPISTLE— Acts 19:1-8

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth,
Paul passed through the upper country and
came to Ephesus. There he found some disci-
ples. And he said to them, "Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said,
"No, we have never even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit." And he said, "Into what then were
you baptized?" They said, "Into John's bap-
tism." And Paul said, "John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, Jesus." On hearing this, they were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy
Spirit came on them; and they spoke with
tongues and prophesied. There were about
twelve of them in all. And he entered the syna-
gogue and for three months spoke boldly, ar-
guing and pleading about the kingdom of God.

GOSPEL— St. John 1:29-34

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of
whom | said, 'After me comes a man who
ranks before me, for he was before me.' | my-
self did not know him; but for this | came bap-
tizing with water, that he might be revealed to
Israel." And John bore witness, "l saw the Spirit
descend as a dove from heaven, and it re-
mained on him. | myself did not know him; but
he who sent me to baptize with water said to
me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.' And | have seen and have borne
witness that this is the Son of God."

tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST — Today, the faithful gather to com-
memorate the ministry of St. John the Baptist. This “gathering together” is called
synaxis in Greek. The word synaxis is basically a liturgical word, meaning that

the faithful gather specifically to honor St. John by way of worship — participat-
ing in Vespers, Orthros, and the Divine Liturgy that is celebrated in memory of
his ministry in baptizing our Savior in the River Jordan. Other times throughout
the year when St. John is honored liturgically include: his Nativity on June 24th
and his beheading by Herod on August 29th.  +FR. THEODORE




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: 1) “O Christ, the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb,
the guards were as dead, and Mary stood by the grave, seeking Your sacred body. You destroyed Hades, yet re-
mained untouched by it. You encountered the Virgin and, through her, bestowed Life. "Glory to You who have
risen from the dead!" /Ayyehikat Sovapelg...

2) “Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the
Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved Son, and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the cer-
tainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and enlightened the world.” /Ev lopdavn
Bamtillopévouo...

3) “The just are recalled with songs of praise. But for you, O Forerunner, the Lord's testimony is enough. For
you proved yourself more honored even than the Prophets, since you were found worthy to baptize in the river
the One you had foretold. Thus, having more than upheld the truth, you had the joy of preaching, even to those
in the underworld, the good news: of God manifested in the flesh, who takes away the sin of the world and
grants us His great mercy. ”/ Mvrun Awatoo...

4) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov aiypalowtov ehevbepotr|...

5) Kontakion: “You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its mark upon us. With
fuller understanding we sing to You: “You came, You were made manifest, the unapproachable light.”/

Enegavng onpepov...

Note: Instead of “Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,” we chant,: “All who
were baptized in Christ have put on Christ, Alleluia.” /' Ooot e1g Xptlotov eBartiodnte...

Instead of “Axion Estin...”, we chant:: “O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the
curse has redeemed us... O all spotless Bride, surpassing comprehension are the wonders of your childbirth,
blessed Mother! Through you obtaining comprehensive salvation, we bring you a gift in striking up this wor-
thy hymn of gratitude to you our Benefactress. “ /Meyalovov yox1) poo...

THE VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS
During the Divine Liturgy that is celebrated on the eve of Epiphany, we are reminded that St. John
the Baptist, whom we commemorate today, preached repentance as a way of life. At the time, his
preaching was characterized as a “voice in the wilderness.” Even today, the “voice” of repentance,
which lies at the heart of our Church’s ministry seems to be “a voice crying in the wilderness.”

A dove brought Noah an olive branch of reconciliation with God after the great Flood. Now, the
Holy Spirit descends as a Dove to reveal Christ, Who grants our reconciliation with God, offering us
the opportunity to grow in the Spirit through a lifestyle of repentance. This voice of Christ is ex-
pressed by our Holy Church in the world today. Yet, it is often still considered to be “old-fashioned.”

However, truth can never be “old fashioned,” because it is always what it is — the truth. The truth of
God’s Love is planted into our souls from the time of conception. It is the voice of our conscience,
which for us, on an individual basis, too often appears to also be a “voice crying in the wilderness.”

Humility before God allows us to grow in wisdom, which is a by-product of repentance. Repentance
means that worship, good deeds and the preaching of Christ’s Holy Church become priorities in our
lives. Such a lifestyle is not one of challenging the Church’s teachings, demanding that the Church
“changes with the times” so as to express false love to those who now condone expressions which in
Apostolic times were considered to be sinful, such as blasphemy and many forms of disrespectful or
immoral behaviors. A lifestyle of repentance is one of embracing the Church’s teachings as the Voice
of Truth and the Salvation for all people. +FR. THEODORE




Kata ) Ocia Aettovpyia moo teAeitat v napapovi) twv Osopaveinv, vrevbopifoope otov eavtov
pag ot o Aytog Imavvng o [1Ipodpopog, Tov omotov TV PvIpn TIHOVHE ONHEPA, EKI)PVSE T HETAVOLA
®G TPOIIO {®1]G. ZTNV EMOXT| TOV, TO KIIPVYH TOD XAPAKTPLOTHKE MO «P®dVI] BOD®VTOG €V T1) EPT|HM».
Axopn kat ofjpepd, 1) «QpmVI» TG HeTavolag, oo etvat r ovota g Stakoviag g ExxkAnotag pag,
@atvetat va eivat «pia ¢ovi Pomviog ev T eprjpm.»

Eva neprotépt épepe otov Nwe eva kAadi eAtag oo eovpfoAtoe 1 ooppNioot) pag pe Tov Oeo peta
tov KataxAvopo. Topa, to Ayto IIveopa katePatvet «ev eidet [Teprotepag» yia va anmokalvyet oe
gpdg 0Tt 0 Xp1otog etvat o @eog, 1ov yapilet T COPPN®OT| Pag pe Tov B0, IIPOOPEPOVTAG PG TV
eokatpta va avarrtoyxbovpe ev [Tvedpatt péowm evog petavonpévoo Tpomov {®r)g. Avtr ) @®V] TOL
Xprotoo ex@paletat ano mv Ayiav pag ExkAnoia npog tov koopo orjpepa. 2otooo, 11 Exk\noia
ovyva eSaxolovbet va Bewpettal mg «aovyypoviotn)».

MaMota, n akrjfeta dev propetl MOTE va etvatl «acvyypovioTy)», ylati elvat Iavta avto Iov eivat — 1)
alrjfeta. H alrjfeta g Aydrng too @eod @outedetal oTig YoxEg pag AIro 1) OTLyHI) TG OOANYEDG.
Eivat 1) pavr) Tng ovvedr|oemg pag, Moo yia epdg oe atopiky) Bdor), oAb ovxvd @atvetat va eivat
EImong pia «pmvr] Po®VTOG eV 1] €PN P®.»

H tanewvoppoovvn evarmov tov Oeob pag emttpenet va arioktrjoovpe 1 Oeta cogia, mov etvat
Kapmog g petavoiag. H petavola onpatvet ot n Aatpeia, ot evapeteg mpagelg KAt To KNPLVYHR TG
Aylag ExxAnotag tov Xptotoo yivovtat mpotepatotnteg ot (w1 pag. Evag tétotog tporog {wr)g Oev
arattel ano v ExkAnota va kavet «aAayég COPP®VA pe TODG CLYXPOVODG TPOIIOVG TG KOWVDVIiAg»
MOTE VA EKPPAOEL WELTIKI] AYUIIT O EKELVODG ITOL OEXOVTAL T®PA EKPPATELS TTOV OTNV ATIOOTOAIKT)
eroxr) e0empovIav apaptmAEg, onag 1) PAacpnpia Kat moANEg pop@ég aoéPetag kat av)Oikeg ovp-
neplpopés. Evag petavonpevog tpomnog {erig etvat avtog mov aykaAtddet tig H1daokalieg g
ExxAnotag wg tnv @ovnv g AAnbeiag xat g Zotnpiag yia 0Aovg tovg avipmiovg,.

+O [TATHP ®@EOAQPOZ

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Monday, January 8th......... Festival Baking and Preparations begin —9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 9th.........Bible Study —10:00 a.m.
AHEPA Meeting- 6:30 p.m. (Bible Study- 6:00 p.m.)

Wednesday, January 10th..Online Orthodox Christian Catechism — 6:30 p.m.

Friday, January 12th......... Pro-life Film presented by Birth Choice of the Desert at Sacred Heart Ro-
man Catholic Church in Palm Desert, CA —6:00 p.m. (see enclosed flyer)




ANNOUNCEMENTS
PHILOPTOCHOS — Today is Vasliopita Sunday! There will be a limited amount of vasilopita avail-
able for purchase. Tomorrow, January 8th there will be Philoptochos Board meeting at 11:00 AM.
Also, the Philoptochos General Meeting is scheduled for next Monday, January 15th at 11:30 AM.
In addition, please note the following announcements:
o Paint & Sip is back for January! If you enjoyed the wine bottle painting in November, then
you will enjoy painting a Greek vase at our next event on Sunday, January 21st! (See flier
for details)

o Enclosed is a flyer announcing a film regarding the work of Birth Choice of the De-
sert in saving the lives of pre-born children. It will be shown at Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church in Palm Desert on January 12, 2024.

« SUNDAY SCHOOL —Sunday School classes will held next Sunday, January 14, 2024 and on
Sunday, January 28, 2024. A special Sunday School service project is scheduled for Sunday, Janu-
ary 28th.

« ONLINE ORTHODOX CATECHISM CLASS - Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. Those
who want may email Fr. Ted at pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com to receive a link in order to join the online
class.

o AHEPA 528 MEETING —Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. Prior to the meeting, there will be
a Bible Study at 6:00 p.m.

o GREEK FESTIVAL — Volunteers, sponsors and donors in support of our 2024 Greek Festival
(February 17-18, 2024) are most welcome! Festival flyers are available in our parish hall for distri-
bution throughout the Coachella Valley. Festival preparations resume tomorrow Monday, Janu-
ary 8th. See enclosed flyer, “Support our Festival.” Note: The next Festival Meeting is: Wednes-
day, Januarvy 4, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.

HOLY WATER ON THE FEAST DAY OF THEOPHANY

Orthodox Christians most often bless themselves with holy water by drinking it. It is traditional to
keep a quantity of it at home, and many Orthodox Christians will drink a small amount daily with
their morning prayers. It is also often taken with prayer in times of distress or temptation. The use of
holy water is based on the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, and the Orthodox
interpretation of this event. In their view, John's baptism was a baptism of repentance, and the peo-
ple came to have their sins washed away by the water. Since Jesus had no sin, but was God incarnate,
his baptism had the effect not of washing away Jesus' sins, but of blessing the water, making it ho-
ly —and with it all of creation, so that it may be used fully for its original created purpose to be an
instrument of life.

On the Great Feast of Theophany, holy water is blessed twice: at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy
on the eve of the feast, and on morning of the feast itself. After proceeding to the place where the ves-
sel of water is prepared to the singing of appropriate troparia (hymns) of the Theophany there are a
group of Scripture readings ( Isaiah 35:1-10; 55:1-13;12:3-6) and 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, culminating in
the baptism account from the Gospel of Saint Mark (1:9-11). Taken from: http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Holy water _in_Eastern Christianity




Celebrate the New Year!
Join us for the cutting
of the Vasilopita!

IR

St. George Philoptochos is ringing in the New Year with our
annual Vasilopita cutting on Sunday, January 7th, 2024 in the
Church Hall after Divine Liturgy by Fr. Theodore Pantels.
Appetizers & refreshments will be provided.
Everyone is welcome!

A goodwill offering is greatly appreciated.

We will also have a limited number of Vasilopitas for you to
purchase for take home. Each will have a coin inside for good
luck in the New Year!

Enjoy this tradition that symbolizes the sweetness & joy of life eve}/asting!
Best wishes for 2024!
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Support our Festival!

Our festival is just a few months away and, God willing, everyone will have a reward-
ing experience. We thank our parishioners and friends for your past support and want to
take a moment to remind you of all the ways you can help this upcoming year.

Volunteering — Volunteers are welcome as of the 18" of December for cooking. Such
support will be needed up until the festival in February. Please reach out to George
or Stacy Argyros to get more information. In addition, assistance is appreciated dur-
ing the week before the festival to help set up, during the festival and following the
festival to assist with cleanup. If you’ve volunteered before and wish to continue,
feel free to contact the past chairperson to again offer your assistance. If you’d like to
volunteer for the first time or don’t have contact information for the past chairper-
son, feel free to reach out to Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or at
goofy 328@yahoo.com.

Sponsorships — Any person can pay for a sponsorship, whether it be to advertise your
business or send a personal message. You may also ask friends and/or owners of
businesses you frequent to buy a sponsorship. These not only provide financial sup-
port for the festival, but are a wonderful way to advertise businesses. Sponsorship
donations can be sent to our parish office. For more information, please call our par-
ish office at (760) 568-9901. Make checks payable to “St. George Greek Orthodox
Church” and in the memo, write, “FESTIVAL DONATION.”

Donations — Unable to volunteer? Sponsorship not appropriate? Another option would
be to provide a cash donation. Such a donation would help offset our many expens-
es.

The success of our festival depends on us all. We strive to simultaneously satisfy the
needs of our guests as well as to share our hospitality and religion with them. Please help
in any way you can. You may contact George Argyros or Father Ted for more information.


mailto:goofy_328@yahoo.com

Bring your fi
of appetizer
painting a |

$15

PER PERSON

Check out our talented
and fun group\ m our

first Paint & s: Art Event
on 11/12/2023\




ity

P -
ru‘};n, Ty v
g %
A Pl that claviEr fela
5. Eggigl % 5 A

¥ f el nY o o0 >\ ety
gl ClaliiiesS e [Miost

""‘-:f /
f

: " ‘ 5 :
NN AT AT C 1 e - i Y 2a\/
LOMLENRHOUS ISSUE OT OUr daly.

JANUARY 12

DOORS OPEN 5:30PM * STARTS AT 6:00PM

SACRED HEART CHURCH

SALTA PASTORAL CENTER GYM
43775 DEEP CANYON RD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260

PRESENTED BY:
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Refuge
Pregnancy
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Saint George
Greek Orthodox Church

Proudly presents the

26™ ANNUAL

GREEK
weny nsees F 2$TI VAL

GREEK FOLK DANCERS in Palm Desert, CA
0UZO » RETSINA » METAXA Saturday & Sunday
'ART & SOUVENIRS F th th
ebruary 17" & 18" 2024

RELIGIOUS ITEAS
CHURCH TOURS 10am to 8pm

KIDI ZONE on the Church Grounds
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA

(760) 568-9901
NO CASH PAYMENT Credit Card and

(== contactiess payment only at this time Experience Authentic Greek _Lood
-— Devour Aeavenly FIastries
® NO PETS ALLOWED Service Animals Dance to live Greek music, and

specifically trained to aid a person

with a disability are welcome Be GreEK for a DaV!
% SMOKING and use of tobacco products
PROHIBITED on church grounds ADMISSION $5 =
d 1

EL PASEO COURTESY CARTS available for festival (Children 12 & under free

attendee pick up & drop off. Route along El Paseo from ACtiYe Duty Military, Police, - -
San Pablo to Portola & church festival entrance. Fire & EMT Free w/ 1D

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE at Washington Charter [

School, and Hope Luthern Church & Spiritual Center.

WwWwW. PDGireekFest.org
SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED.

£3 EJ PDGreekFest

{ We are pleased to provide assistance to anyone requesting it. If you need help, please ask.
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