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Holy Communion
Order

s LA

LEAVE-TAKING OF

THEOPHANY

PRAYER FOR READING

HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages

of ages. Amen.”

1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-

tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not

EPISTLE -- Ephesian 4:7-13

Brethren, grace was given to each of us ac-
cording to the measure of Christ's gift. There-
fore it is said, "When he ascended on high he
led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to
men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it
mean but that he had also descended into the
lower parts of the earth? He who descended is
he who also ascended far above all the heav-
ens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts
were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and

GOSPEL - St. Matthew 4:12-17

At that time, Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naph-
tali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isai-
ah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shad-
ow of death light has dawned." From that time

Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.

receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

“LEAVE-TAKING” OF THE HOLY THEOPHAYNY — Today is the “Leave-
taking” of the celebration of Holy Theophany (Epiphany). As is the case with
many feast days of the Orthodox Christian Church, the liturgical celebration of a
feast is not necessarily a “one-day” affair. In many cases, the celebration contin-
ues for days or weeks following the initial observance of the feast. In the case of
Easter (Pascha), for example, the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection from the
dead continues for forty days following the Sunday of the Resurrection. After
forty days have passed, the Church “leaves the celebration” behind and moves
on to the celebration of the next feast day —the Ascension. This “leaving the cel-
ebration” is called “leave-taking” of the Feast, on which some of the hymns of
Theophany today are repeated for the last time. +FR. THEODORE




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: Instead of “Come let us worship and bow down to Christ... (Aevte
Ipookvvrowpev...), the following is chanted: “Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. God is
the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Save us, O Son of God, Who arose from the dead, we sing to You, Al-
leluia.”/ Evhoynpévog o Epyopevog ev Ovopatt Kopiov...

1) Entrance hymn: “By Your Cross O Christ our God You destroyed death. You opened Paradise to the thief.
You transformed the lament of the myrrh bearing women, and You commanded the Apostles to proclaim You
are risen, granting the world Your great mercy.” /Katé\voag to ZTavpo ...

2) “Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the
Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved Son, and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the cer-
tainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and enlightened the world.” /Ev lopdavn
Bamrtiopeévouo...

3) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov aiypalowtov ehevbep@tr|g...

5) Kontakion: “You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its mark upon us. With
fuller understanding we sing to You: “You came, You were made manifest, the unapproachable light.”/
Eneqpavng onpepov...

Note: Instead of “Axion Estin...”, we chant:: “O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the
curse has redeemed us... O all spotless Bride, surpassing comprehension are the wonders of your childbirth,
blessed Mother! Through You obtaining comprehensive salvation, we bring You a gift in striking up this wor-
thy hymn of gratitude to You our Benefactress. “ / MeydaAovov yoxr| poov...

THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST
Today’s passage of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, in which he reminds us that God gives to
some the ability to be apostles and others the ability to be prophets (and so on), is reminiscent of his
First Epistle to the Corinthians, in which he compares the Church to the human body, saying, “The
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don't need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don't need you!” ...If one
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:
21 & 26). Thus, he illustrates that we are all unique, but, in Christ, we are one Body.

Each Person of the Holy Trinity is special -- the Father, Who is the Creator of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible; the Son, Who came down from heaven for us and our salvation; the
Holy Spirit, Who is the Giver of Life. Yet, each Person of the Holy Trinity is of the same essence,
meaning that God is One God in Three Persons. The Nature and Persons of God are replicated by
each of us in the Church, each of us being special as individual persons created in God’s Image and
Likeness, yet, we are also One Body in Christ.

When Adam and Eve sinned by neglecting their relationship with God, in the interests of becoming
their own gods, the spiritual health of humanity became flawed. Thus, human history is written
around the “normal” sinful behaviors of abuses and neglects of people against people. Sin is the
monster behind the wars and the injustices of the world. However, although human beings became
spiritually flawed, they were never totally depraved and without the special ability to know and ex-
press God’s love. In this, therefore, all that God wants is for us to repent of our sins and to love Him
and our fellow human beings. Such love is expressed by honoring God and caring for ourselves so
that we can care for the salvation of our neighbor. Repentance means that, through prayer and wor-
ship offered to our Lord, we grapple against our flawed spiritual health, and allow our Lord, in His
own way and time, to replace our flaws with divine strength, health and grace, becoming ever more
able to love like God so loves the world. +FR. THEODORE




H onpepvi) nepkornr) g npog Egeoiovg emotolr|g tov Ay. ITavlov, omov pag vrievOopilet 0Tt 0
@edg divel 0 PePIKOVG TV IKAVOTITA VA ELVAL AIIOOTOANOL KAl 0 AANOVG TV IKAVOTNTA VA elvatl
npo@rteg (kat ovte kabedng), pag Bopilet v Ipwtn EmotoAr) tovo npog toug Kopivbiovg, moo
ovykpivel v ExkAnoia pe 1o avipomivo copa, Aeyovtag: «Aev dvvarar 0 opBaruog va einr pog Ty
xeipa, Ogv ey Ypeiav oov - 1] malv 11 kegpaln mpog TovG T00ag, Oev EY® ypeiav nuwv...site maoyel eV pelog,
TAVTA Ta PENY COUTATYOVOIV - €T TipdTAL €V pEAOG, mavta ta puéAn ovyyaipovor.» (1 Kop. 12: 21 xat 26).
Etot, detyvetl 01t eipeba Ohot povadikoi, alAd, ev Xplote, eipeda eva Zopa.

Kdabe Ilpoowno tng Aylag Tpiadog eivat wdiattepo-- O [Natnp, o Onoiog eivat o Anpiovpyog tov
OLPAVOL KAl TNG YNG KAl OA®V TV opataVv Kat aopat®v, O Movoyeviig Y10g, oo, yia TNV npetépav
ontplav katmAbe ek Tov ovpavav, To Ayto ITvedbpa oo etvat o Xopnyog tng Zong. Qotoco, kabe
INpoowmo g Ayiag Tpradog etvat g idiag ovoiag, mov onuaivet 0Tt o Oeog etvat Evag @eog oe Tpia
[Npoowna. H ®voig xat ta IIpoowna tov @cov avanapdyovrtat aro tov kadeva pag owg Exkinota. O
kabévag pag etvat 1diaitepog wg pepovapéva mpoomnd nov dnpovpyrnonkav kat' ewova xat kab'
opoilwotv Tov eov, al\d eipeda emtong wg ExkAnota Eva Zopa ev Xploto.

Otav o Adap kat ) Eba apaptnoav napapedwvtag ) oxeon Toug pe tov @0, yia va yivoov Beot tov
£anTOL TOLG, OAI 1] AvOPPIIOTNG AppwoTnoe YoXIKAG. Etot, 1 avBpwmvn totopia ypdgetat yopo armod
TIG «KAVOVIKEG» APAPT®AEG OOPIIEPLPOPEG KATAXPIOEDV KA TG YEVIKIG IAPAPEAN|0eG avOpmrmy
evavtiov aviponev. H apaptia etvat 1o tépag miom amnod Toug moAEpovg Kat Tig adikieg ToL KOOHOD.
Quowg, mapolo 1mov o avlpwIrog apP®oToe YOXIKDG, eV 1)Tav oTe TeAelmg StepBappevog Kat Xopig
TV €101KI) IKAaVOTNTA VA YVOPLOEL KAl VA eKPPAOEL TV aydrrn Tov @gov. Ze avto, Aou1ov, To pOvo
oo Belet 0 Oeog etvatl va HETAVOICOVHE Yd TIG APAPTIEG PAG KAl VA AYAII)COVHE ADTOV KAl TOLG
ovvavipwiiooug pag. Avtr) 1 aydamn eKQPddetat pe To vd TIpovpe Tov @ed Kat va gpovTiovpe yida TV
IIVELPATIKI] PLAG DYELA, MOTE VA PIIOPOVLHE Va PPOVTICODE KAl yid T ootrpia tov mnoiov pag. H
PETAVOL onpaivet 0Ty, HEO® TG IPOOEVXTS KAl TNG AATPELAG TTOV IIPOOPEPOVHE OTOV BedV,
aAEDOVE EVAVTLA OTNV EAATTOUATIKE] WYOXIKI] [LOG DYELA KAl EMTPEIIOVHE OTOV OV, fe TOV SKO
Tov Tpomo Kat xpovo, va avTKATAOTOeL T EAATTIOPATA pag pe Oeikr) dovapn), pe mvevLpatikr) vyeta
Kat pe v Oela xap1), ®OTE VA HIIOPECOVHE VA YiVOLHE OAO KAt IO IKAVOL VA aydIldpe ToV KOOHO
onwg o ®eog ayarda tov koopo. +O I[TATHP @EOAQPOX

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
Monday, January 15th........ Philoptochos General Members Meeting —11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 16th....... Bible Study —10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 17th...EVENING DIVINE LITURGY —5:00 p.m.
(Sts. Anthony the Great & Athanasios the Great)
No Online Orthodox Christian Catechism class

Saturday, January 20th .... ST. EUTHYMIOS THE GREAT
Orthos -8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« GREEK FESTIVAL

1.Today is the deadline to contribute an ad for the St. George Greek  Festival program
book. Company “trade-mark” ads of about a quarter in size will be printed in color on the back of
the program. Personal ads of the same size are welcome. Ads are $500 each. This deadline is for the
printed copy of the program only. Those who want to have an ad after today, may still contribute
for the online Greek Festival program book, which will be updated throughout the weeks leading up
to the Festival. Check in to our parish office to donate by check or credit card.

Continued on the next page — — —>




ANNOUNCEMENTS, Continued
2. Tomorrow. Beginning at 9:00 a.m., help is needed to prepare the tyropita and spanakopita
for the Festival.
3. Festival flyers are now available in the parish hall and ready for distribution throughout the
community.

o Philoptochos General Meeting is scheduled for tomorrow, Monday, January 15th at 11:30 AM.
In addition, remember to sign up for next Sunday’s Paint & Sip event! If you enjoyed the wine
bottle painting in November, then you will enjoy painting a Greek vase at next Sunday’s Paint &
Sip event. (See flier for details)

o« SUNDAY SCHOOL — Sunday School classes resume today! In addition, on Sunday, January 28,
2024, our students will participate in a special Sunday School service project.

« ONLINE ORTHODOX CATECHISM CLASS - The Online Orthodox Christian Catechism class
for this week will not be held this Wednesday, due to the scheduling of the evening celebration
of the Divine Liturgy at 5:00 p.m. If anyone is interested in scheduling a different day and time
for this week, please contact Fr. Ted. The Online Orthodox Christian Catechism class will resume
next Wednesday, January 24th, at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome! To receive a zoom link, email
pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com.

I

Support our Festival!

Our festival is just a few months away and, God willing, everyone will have a rewarding experience.
We thank our parishioners and friends for your past support and want to take a moment to remind you of
all the ways you can help this upcoming year.

Volunteering — Volunteers are welcome as of the 18" of December for cooking. Such support will be
needed up until the festival in February. Please reach out to George or Stacy Argyros to get more
information. In addition, assistance is appreciated during the week before the festival to help set
up, during the festival and following the festival to assist with cleanup. If you’ve volunteered before
and wish to continue, feel free to contact the past chairperson to again offer your assistance. If
you’d like to volunteer for the first time or don’t have contact information for the past chairperson,
feel free to reach out to Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or at goofy 328@yahoo.com.

Sponsorships — Any person can pay for a sponsorship, whether it be to advertise your business or
send a personal message. You may also ask friends and/or owners of businesses you frequent to
buy a sponsorship. These not only provide financial support for the festival, but are a wonderful
way to advertise businesses. Sponsorship donations can be sent to our parish office. For more infor-
mation, please call our parish office at (760) 568-9901. Make checks payable to “St. George Greek
Orthodox Church” and in the memo, write, “FESTIVAL DONATION.”

Donations — Unable to volunteer? Sponsorship not appropriate? Another option would be to pro-
vide a cash donation. Such a donation would help offset our many expenses.

The success of our festival depends on us all. We strive to simultaneously satisfy the needs of our
guests as well as to share our hospitality and religion with them. Please help in any way you can. You may
contact George Argyros or Father Ted for more information.


mailto:goofy_328@yahoo.com

Bring your
of appetiz
painting a |

Sign up durin
St. George Cht

PER PERSON

Check out our talented
and fun group\ m our
first Paint & s: Art Event
on 11/12/2023
A great time was ad by all!
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Saint George
Greek Orthodox Church

Proudly presents the

26™ ANNUAL

GREEK
me [SSTIVAL

GREEK FOLK DANCERS in Palm Desert, CA
OUZO » RETSINA » METAXA Saturday & Sunday
ART & SOUVENIRS F th th
ebruary 17" & 18" 2024

RELIGIOUS ITEAS
CHURCH TOURS 10am to 8pm

KIDI ZONE on the Church Grounds
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA

(760) 568-9901
NO CASH PAYMENT Credit Card and

(@ contactless payment only at this time Expevience Authentic Greek _Lood
- Devour Aeavenly FIastries
® NO PETS ALLOWED Service Animals Dance to live Greek music, and

specifically trained to aid a person

with a disabilty are welcome Be GrEEK for a Day!
% SMOKING and use of tobacco products
% PROHIBITED on church grounds ADMISSIGN $5 E -
|

EL PASEO COURTESY CARTS available for festival (Children 12 & under free)

attendee pick up & drop off. Route along El Paseo from Actiye Duty Military, Polic,
San Pablo to Portola & church festival entrance. Fire & EMT Free w/ 1D

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE at Washington Charter [

School, and Hope Luthern Church & Spiritual Center.

WwWw. PDGireekFest.org
SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED.

t
£3 EJ PDGreekFest E
’ We are pleased to provide assistance to anyone requesting it. If you need help, please ask.
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